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Visual Question:
Name the place where this famous statue of Lord
Muruga is located.

The famous gigantic golden statue of Lord Muruga
(Murugan) located at Batu Caves, near Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.

oo

Visual Question:
Name the place where this famous statue of Lord
Muruga is located. AFP

BJP hails 1857 icon at Lodhi sabha
event; SP questions 1 lakh jobs vow

Patriotism, bravery of freedom fighter Rani Avanti Bai Lodhi transcend social, gender barriers, says Rajnath; govt. to provide

50,000 scooters to women; Akhilesh says promise of jobs for youth made in run-up to UP. poll; MCC to kick in from Jan. 27

Press Trust of India
LUCKNOW

enior Bharatiya Jana-

ta Party (BJP) leader

and Defence Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh on Sun-
day paid tribute to the 1857
freedom fighter Rani Avan-
ti Bai Lodhi, saying her pa-
triotism and bravery tran-
scended all social and
gender barriers.

‘Beyond caste, gender’
“Avanti Bai Lodhi taught
that patriotism and brav-
ery can’t be confined to the
boundaries of any caste,
class or gender,” said Mr.
Singh at the event in Luck-
now, organised by the Lod-
hi Kshatriya Rajput Sabha.
Chief Minister Yogi Adi-
tyanath, who was also pre-
sent at the event, said no
single individual, party or
region can claim credit for
India’s freedom move-
ment. He also hit out at Sa-
majwadi Party chief Akhi-
lesh Yadav for not offering
condolences on the death
of former CM Kalyan
Singh, a Lodhi leader.
Meanwhile, the SP chief
took a swipe at Mr. Aditya-
nath over his remark that
his government will pro-
vide jobs to 1 lakh youth in

Defence Minister, senior BJP leader and party MP from Lucknow Rajnath Singh paying tribute to 1957
freedom fighter Avantibai Lodhi; SP chief Akhilesh Yadav addressing a press conference in Lucknow. PTi

the next six months.

“Now, with only a few
days left, they are saying
that 1 lakh jobs will be gi-
ven. After January, the Mo-
del Code of Conduct will
come into force,” he said.

The Assembly election
is due in early 2027.

Growing presence

The Defence Minister, who
is an MP from Lucknow,
and the CM hailed the role
of women in different
spheres, from bagging

sports medals to defending
the country.

Avanti Bai not only chal-
lenged British rule but also
confronted a system that
underestimated women,
Mr. Singh said, adding that
her life is an example of
women’s empowerment.

“In the Army, sports ...
India’s women are demon-
strating their capabilities.
From the heights of Sia-
chen to the depths of the
seas, they are playing an
important role in streng-

thening the country,” said
the Defence Minister.

Mr. Adityanath attacked
the SP, alleging that its go-
vernment had tried to
close the Provincial Armed
Constabulary (PAC).

Three all-woman PAC
battalions have been
formed, with one each sta-
tioned in Lucknow, Go-
rakhpur and Badaun. The
battalion in Badaun is
named after Avanti Bai
Lodhi, he added.

The CM said his govern-

ment will provide scooters
to 50,000 women as a tri-
bute to Rani Lakshmi Bai.

‘Govt. failed the poor’

Addressing a media brief-
ing at his party headquar-
ters, the SP chief hit out at
the BJP-led regime in U.P.,
accusing it of corruption
and of “failing the poor”.

The Kannauj MP also
reiterated his promise of
reopening 26,000 primary
schools, which he said had
been closed down during
the Adityanath govern-
ment, and again under-
lined his party’s demand
for a caste census and
equitable rights for disad-
vantaged groups.

Last week, he had an-
nounced a ‘Stree Samman
Samridhhi Yojana’ under
which each woman would
receive  assistance  of
340,000 every year. Main-
puri MP Dimple Yadav,
who was also present at
the announcement, had
said, “Women’s power will
develop not merely by talk-
ing about it, but by giving
true representation to wo-
men. Respect and prosper-
ity of every woman includ-
ed in the PDA as Aadhi
Abadi (half the population,
or women) is our resolve.”
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31A8. BJP hails 1857 icon at Lok Sabha event; SP questions 1 lakh jobs vow
AHEHT FIAFHH A BIP o 1857 I dRITAT Y TIET; SP o 1 a1 At Rt & a1g W

HdTel 3o1AT

Senior Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Sunday
paid tribute to the 1857 freedom fighter Rani Avanti Bai Lodhi, saying her patriotism and
bravery transcended all social and gender barriers.

IS HRART ST It (BIP) AT 31X &7 FH3T Toreiryr g o IAaR &r 1857 HT Tad7dT Jeleir
TelY 3raelt aT§ wveft b1 sreETSTTer 31T I g el foh 3T QRreriar 3R SR Tl FrATSIh
3R AT amemat W o

‘Beyond caste, gender’

fa ik AT o

“Avanti Bai Lodhi taught that patriotism and bravery can’t be confined to the boundaries of
any caste, class or gender,” said Mr. Singh at the event in Lucknow, organised by the Lodhi
Kshatriya Rajput Sabha.

Al &7 TSI /T AR oGS H AT hrdshet & A1 Flg o g, “3Haicll 918 ey o
@ o dersrferd 3R diear t fanedt oft SfeY, @t & fofer shr daait 7 aver w18t s waam)”

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, who was also present at the event, said no single individual,
party or region can claim credit for India’s freedom movement.

A F 3UTET FEIHAT A TS A gl 7o HR & TIAAAT Hielole 1 47 fhell v
T, Gof IT &1 I oTgT [&AT ST FehdT|

He also hit out at Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav for not offering condolences on the
death of former CM Kalyan Singh, a Lodhi leader.

3egiel FATSIATET UTet & GH@ AT 1ed N Id AETHA Feqror g, S oiel Fegerg & Adr
¥, & [T 9T AN ACHAT ST of el I ol 3 TARI=IT grem|

Meanwhile, the SP chief took a swipe at Mr. Adityanath over his remark that his government
will provide jobs to 1 lakh youth in the next six months.

58 &1, SP 9HE o A 3MMecT=y 1 38 feoqolt @Y et 3o7 oY foverretr arerr fSras 3=giet gt o
o SoTehl TR 39T B AT & 1 AT FATHT Y ASTAR FeTed Haf |

“Now, with only a few days left, they are saying that 1 lakh jobs will be given.

"I ST hdel TS 6 faot I 8, 9 I HE W & 1o 1 AT ARt & et

After January, the Model Code of Conduct will come into force,” he said.

STeTa{l & ST, &Y IR |t 19 81 Sieah,” egial e

The Assembly election is due in early 2027.

frerTeTas  gera 2027 ¥ 3 A g &

Growing presence

Jad! sl

The Defence Minister, who is an MP from Lucknow, and the CM hailed the role of women in
different spheres, from bagging sports medals to defending the country.

TGS & e, 6Tl AT 3R FEI#HA 7 Well & geeh Siiclel A oo 20 T &I el cfeh [ fdeat
&¥at 7 Afgenait i syfPawT Hr TRIEAT M|

Avanti Bai not only challenged British rule but also confronted a system that underestimated
women, Mr. Singh said, adding that her life is an example of women’s empowerment.

A g 7 et foh el a1$ o o1 hael fafeer amaer it et &, afow 37 caaeur & ot amar
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THIT S AT I HHAT 31T A Il el T 3T g ATEAT TAFATHIOT T 3ETEI0T
gl

“In the Army, sports ... India’s women are demonstrating their capabilities.
“HeT, Tel... AR $Y AT 9= &TAAT3T T TgeieT T T &8 1

From the heights of Siachen to the depths of the seas, they are playing an important role in
strengthening the country,” said the Defence Minister.

e it Samsat & AT g A1 TEFAT aF, d A B GAF Sl & Hgeaqor ffHenT frem
W &, e F:A o Tl

Mr. Adityanath attacked the SP, alleging that its government had tried to close the Provincial
Armed Constabulary (PAC).

A AT 7 SP I §HeIT Pl §T HRIT AT o SHHT TN o ATl HAUFA HRECTert
(PAC) T S &el T JITH TohaT 2T

Three all-woman PAC battalions have been formed, with one each stationed in Lucknow,
Gorakhpur and Badaun.

ofeT AT PAC Terfore 1foa &1 a1 €, et & Uoh-Uah orge1, MREYR 3R aer & e ¥
The battalion in Badaun is named after Avanti Bai Lodhi, he added.

3egiel gl o SaT, I SeTferdet &7 113 Jraelt a1 ettt & o1 o} T@n T gl

The CM said his government will provide scooters to 50,000 women as a tribute to Rani
Lakshmi Bai.

HEIHA = Fgl 7o 3eTehl TR 50,000 ATt Y FheX Teral FLM, S T el a1g hr
SeuTSITer gref|

‘Govt. failed the poor’
TIHR TET Y e T qh

Addressing a media briefing at his party headquarters, the SP chief hit out at the BJP-led
regime in U.P., accusing it of corruption and of “failing the poor”.

m?ﬁqﬁa?wﬁzﬁ%maﬁmamgvSPwﬁmmr@rBJP-FﬁHWW
o forar 31K 39 W Ise™r a2ar “aie) o Red 38" &7 3R o@aT|

The Kannauj MP also reiterated his promise of reopening 26,000 primary schools, which he
said had been closed down during the Adityanath government, and again underlined his
party’'s demand for a caste census and equitable rights for disadvantaged groups.

Fesllal o TG o 26,000 YrATHF el H 5 F et & 379 are & o e, Sers
IR 3ogiol gl foh INETATT TRPR F GRIT 3o §¢ I [GAT ITAT AT; 3ol ST SAAIOTAT
3R AT Fogt & Forw waret 3rfReRT #hr 31t ardf & Ater 1 ofr fohe Ywifearar famam

Last week, he had announced a ‘Stree Samman Samridhhi Yojana’ under which each
woman would receive assistance of 340,000 every year.

oo acarg 3egia T TFAET A AT Hr BT H 2, TS ded TS ARl F &
ay¥ 40,000 FY HETACT IS Brof|

Mainpuri MP Dimple Yadav, who was also present at the announcement, had said, “Women’s
power will develop not merely by talking about it, but by giving true representation to women.

ENNOT & HHY SYREYT AL At wroe Fuer Jrea = gl AT, “Afgell A hael 38k TR & &1
A A G, Tioh Afgen3it i arFafas wfafafte = & fasfed g

Respect and prosperity of every woman included in the PDA as Aadhi Abadi (half the
population, or women) is our resolve.

3meft ATETEY & F7 F PDA H MRS Tcdeh Afgell &l HFAH 3R THEY §ART Hhed g7
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PM pays tribute at Shastri Memorial,
plants tree with Uzbekistan President

Press Trust of India
TASHKENT

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi paid floral tributes at
the Shastri Memorial in Uz-
bekistan’s capital on Sun-
day, honouring the legacy
of former Prime Minister
Lal Bahadur Shastri by
planting a tree along with
Uzbek President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev.

Shastri, India’s second
Prime Minister, died in the
Uzbek capital on January
11, 1966, just hours after
signing the historic Tash-
kent Declaration to end the
1965 India-Pakistan War.

His “timeless call of ‘Jai
Jawan, Jai Kisan’ continues
to inspire generations,” the
External Affairs Ministry
said, adding that his life
“embodied simplicity,
courage and unwavering
devotion to the nation.”

In homage Prime Minister Narendra Moda pays floral tributes to
Lal Bahadur Shastri at the memorial in Tashkent on Sunday. ANI

Mr. Modi and Mr. Mirzi-
yoyev also jointly planted a
tree in the Presidential Pa-
lace garden under India’s
Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam initia-
tive and Uzbekistan’s
‘Yashil Makon® green ef-
forts, the Ministry said in a
post on X. “The gesture re-
flects the shared commit-

ment of India and Uzbekis-
tan towards nurturing a
greener and more sustain-
able future,” it said.

The tree-planting cere-
mony came after the Prime
Minister held delegation-
level talks with the Uzbek
President at the Kuksaroy
Presidential Palace as part

of his two-day state visit to
Uzbekistan. The two coun-
tries agreed to elevate their
bilateral Strategic Partner-
ship to a Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership, set-
ting a bilateral trade target
of $5 billion by 2030.

Uzbek honour to Modi
Mr. Mirziyoyev also con-
ferred Uzbekistan’s highest
honour for foreign leaders,
the Oliy Darajali Do’stlik
Order, on Mr. Modi for his
contribution to streng-
thening the friendship bet-
ween the nations. Earlier
in the day, he attended a
yoga session by the Yoga
Federation of Uzbekistan
and met members of the
Indian diaspora.

Later, Mr. Modi arrived
in Kyrgyzstan, where he is
to attend the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation
summit.

31A8. PM pays tribute at Shastri Memorial, plants tree with Uzbekistan

President

THUTAHAT o AT FARF 9T s for i Y, ssafreane & wseufa & arey dfer
Coie)

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid floral tributes at the Shastri Memorial in Uzbekistan’s
capital on Sunday, honouring the legacy of former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri by
planting a tree along with Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev.

TTAHAT g AGY 7 FAAR T Soafehedler 1 Toreneit 7 Fyd ame TRE o geaisiier 31
T 3R Seaferedret & Teguf arawd fAforada & arer dier oeTet Jd Tt aTer T8TgY
AET T TATHA FT FFATT fha|

e Shastri, India’s second Prime Minister, died in the Uzbek capital on January 11, 1966, just
hours after signing the historic Tashkent Declaration to end the 1965 India-Pakistan War.

HR & GER TTTHAT oTel TETGY AR T 11 SToAadl 1966 I 3safohEcllel I ATl 7 fAer=T gr
91T T, 1965 & $TRA-HTTeheclTel Je T FHTCA et o oI Ufctgriieh drershe @IWOI 0 gElaiy
A & FS ¢ I¢ G|

e His “timeless call of ‘Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan’ continues to inspire generations,” the External

Affairs Ministry said, adding that his life “embodied simplicity, courage and unwavering
devotion to the nation.”
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TACA FAATSIT of FgT Toh 3oTehT “ITF ST, ST FRHTT FT ST AT 37aT dT NfeAr IRk
T &, 3R gl o SoTeht Shaet “wreeft, Arew 3R g & v 3rge Fador” 7 Fefieh 7|

Mr. Modi and Mr. Mirziyoyev also jointly planted a tree in the Presidential Palace garden
under India’'s Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam initiative and Uzbekistan’s ‘Yashil Makon’ green efforts,
the Ministry said in a post on X.

HAATTT o X W Uk QIEe F gl for o A 311 7 TAfSRe & 9Ra & ‘o 93 A & a9 98
AR Fsaferears & Al ATl gRa Tl & dgd wsgufa Hae & 3T+ AAYFT T QA TH
gier $ft o)

“The gesture reflects the shared commitment of India and Uzbekistan towards nurturing a
greener and more sustainable future,” it said.

FATIT & &hgl, “Tg Ugol AR 3T 3oaferedret &1 38 g 3ix Rwrs sfasy & fAsTor & gfa
AT SfdEeHar & g2 g1’

The tree-planting ceremony came after the Prime Minister held delegation-level talks with the

Uzbek President at the Kuksaroy Presidential Palace as part of his two-day state visit to

Uzbekistan.

SIRIIOT HARIE TETTHAT GaRT 3oafehedlal i 319s1 &Y Rawhar Tsrehrg I & R FHar
mmﬁmmémmﬁ@mwﬁmaﬂﬁ%m?ﬂl

e The two countries agreed to elevate their bilateral Strategic Partnership to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, setting a bilateral trade target of $5 billion by 2030.

Sleil GRlf o1 379 gfaga Yorifae FFIGRT ! SaT9s I0HHIaS AFIGRT & T doh Ieeid Hlel
W HEATH ST FI 3R 2030 T GfATaTT AR 7 @6 5 3R sier TuiRd |

Uzbek honour to Modi
A Y SsafhEde &1 gafea TFATT

e Mr. Mirziyoyev also conferred Uzbekistan’s highest honour for foreign leaders, the Oliy
Darajali Do’stlik Order, on Mr. Modi for his contribution to strengthening the friendship
between the nations.

At TATSTARIT o QYT 3Rt & ofrer At et Y Aot Fea F Averar & fow A Ay &1 facgeh
A3t F T IsafheEdTe o1 Gafea TFATT ‘el SRT=ITel SrEdTord AT Y e har|

e Earlier in the day, he attended a yoga session by the Yoga Federation of Uzbekistan and
met members of the Indian diaspora.

&t 3 3HW Ugel, 36ieT SoafhEdTe & INT AFY AR AT Ueh AT T H HT form 3R

China supports India for
Securia Council seat

New Delhi, August 30: The Chinese
Ambassador-designate, Mr. Chen Chao Yusu, is
expected to arrive in Delhi in the next two weeks
and present his credentials well before October 1
to make his first public appearance at the
Embassy’s national day reception.

As a happy augury to the restoration of
Ambassador-level representation, China has
fallen in line with the rest of the Asian Group in
the United Nations in supporting India’s
candidature for one of the two Asian seats on
the Security Council to be vacated by Japan on
completion of its two-year term.

At the Asian Group meeting in New York on
August 16, which incidentally was presided over
by the Bangladesh representative, China went
along with the other members in supporting
Japan’s suggestion that India should be
nominated for this seat. The other two countries
in the field, the Philippines and Mongolia,
withdrew in India’s favour after several
countries spoke in support of its candidature.

In accordance with the normal practice, the
Bangladesh Chairman of the 34-member Asian
Group has formally notified the other regional
groups of its decision to nominate India.

HRCT Jar TFHETT & TeTdT § Felrehrd |

e Later, Mr. Modi arrived in Kyrgyzstan, where he is to attend the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit.

e, , A FET RRRRFIRT Ig 9, el 3o AU TEENT HarsT (SCO) & FFseret
H o719T ST B

31A8. China supports India for Security Council seat

L&t 9Rwe T e & fAv fia F s w1 g7 der

e New Delhi, August 30: The Chinese Ambassador-designate, Mr.
Chen Chao Yusu, is expected to arrive in Delhi in the next two weeks and
present his credentials well before October 1 to make his first public
appearance at the Embassy’s national day reception.

Page6

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

o 75 oo, 30 3T et o A TsTeet Y AeT AT T H 39T & Aelg A feeel qgwret o
1 HFEE A ATl FHY TGl 3T IRET-T FEJA e ohl HHTEAT §, A1k T8 geirard &
TG fGad ARG 7 Tgell IR Adstieleh §9 3 391d gf T |

e As a happy augury to the restoration of Ambassador-level representation, China has fallen in
line with the rest of the Asian Group in the United Nations in supporting India’s
candidature for one of the two Asian seats on the Security Council to be vacated by Japan
on completion of its two-year term.

o TSIgE-ER Tiafaftca i sgrell & forw ven a7 Hehd & & #, et of T g & TRIATE
WHE & e el & 3o &I qREE I 3a7 & TIRFTS Weh & & Teh o forw SR
FFHtgart &1 TAY fora §, foieg Sirdret 379eTr &t aviar el O glet 9X e &R

e Atthe Asian Group meeting in New York on August 16, which incidentally was presided
over by the Bangladesh representative, China went along with the other members in
supporting Japan’s suggestion that India should be nominated for this seat.

o 16 3TET HY wgAE A AT TRIATE TAF Y S5 #, (kT 3regeTdr FIRTEL TIemeer &
wfafafer s &t oY, =i o 37 HeTdt & Ty ST & 56 Foid 1 @AY har fon g0 die & faw
HR & AifAa fFar smear anfge)

e The other two countries in the field, the Philippines and Mongolia, withdrew in India’s favour
after several countries spoke in support of its candidature.

o U UfaEauT 7 enfAe 3= ar ¢eif, Reeidia 3R AT, o7 w3 St garT R F 3FAGanT 1
AL fohT 1ol & 91, ARG & T84T H 9= 3FAgarY ard o |

e |n accordance with the normal practice, the Bangladesh Chairman of the 34-member Asian
Group has formally notified the other regional groups of its decision to nominate India.

o A GihAT & ITER, 34 WA TIRAIATE THg & Soereel 3egel o $Rd il ATAT FA &
g & Aot A ioarRes gae 3w e Tgi A e
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31A8 | ‘Hindutva’s vision of Bharat includes Muslims

‘Rgea it 4R 1 IRFedar & FaATT oft anfrer P

‘Hindutva’s vision of Bharat includes Muslims’

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat on Saturday said
that Hindutva does not en-
visage a Bharat (name he
uses for India) without
Muslims, asserting that a
person who believes Mus-
lims should have no place
in the country would cease
to be a Hindu.

Addressing an event in
New York City, where he
spoke with leaders from
different communities and
religions, Mr. Bhagwat said
that Muslims, during a dia-
logue with him, had ques-
tioned him about the RSS’s
vision of a “Hindu Rashtra”
and whether Muslims
would be driven out of the
country.

“I said ‘no’, that is not
Hindutva. If any Hindu
thinks that there should be
no Muslims in Bharat, he
will not remain Hindu,” he
said.

Mr. Bhagwat stressed
that while people may fol-
low different religions, hu-
manity remains one. “We
live in a society where reli-
gions may be different, but
humanity is one,” he said,
adding that India’s tradi-
tion had been to provide
shelter to people irrespec-
tive of their religious
identity.

He also cited the RSS’s
service activities to under-
line his claim that the or-
ganisation does not dis-
criminate on the basis of
religion. According to him,
around 1.3 lakh service
projects are being run by
RSS volunteers with the
help of the public.

Recalling an incident in
Dadri, Haryana, where two
aircraft from Muslim-ma-
jority countries collided,
Mr. Bhagwat said RSS vo-
lunteers were among the
first to reach the site. As all
passengers had died, the
volunteers helped arrange
funerals and assisted rela-

Faith forum: Mohan Bhagwat attends the ‘Universal Oneness

celebration’ at New York’s Madison Square Garden on Saturday. PTi

tives in identifying the vic-
tims, he said.

Talks with minorities
“We don’t have the
thought that they are Mus-
lims,” Mr. Bhagwat said, re-
ferring to the RSS volun-
teers’ approach to relief
and service.

He said the organisa-
tion’s approach was rooted
in the belief that “we” and
“ours” should replace the
narrow focus on “me” and

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

“mine”. “Where there is
‘me’ and ‘mine’, there is
no solution. ‘We’ and
‘ours’ is the solution,” he
said.

Mr. Bhagwat also re-
ferred to the RSS’s dialogue
with members of minority
communities, saying that
the organisation had be-
gun engaging more exten-
sively with Muslims and
Christians in Bharat after
2018.

“Dialogue is the first

step, and service is another
step,” he said.

Invoking the example of
Ramakrishna Paramaham-
sa, the RSS chief said the
spiritual teacher had prac-
tised different religious tra-
ditions, including Islam
and Christianity. He quot-
ed him as saying: “As many
ways, as many thoughts.
Alllead to one way.”

Mr. Bhagwat said the
idea of the unity of human-
ity was embedded in In-
dia’s traditional thought as
well as in the Constitution.
He argued that social
change could not be
achieved through politics
alone and called for initia-
tives based on selfless ser-
vice, dialogue and unity.

“Things cannot be
achieved through politics
alone. Sorry to say, but the
fact is that politics has now
become a game of self-in-
terest. Our experience in
India is that we have to

start with society, and we *1L13

have started it,” he said.

Page7



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

31A8. ‘Hindutva’s vision of Bharat includes Muslims

‘Rgea 1 R A aRFedar 7 FaeraTT oft anforer &

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat on Saturday said that Hindutva
does not envisage a Bharat (name he uses for India) without Muslims, asserting that a person
who believes Muslims should have no place in the country would cease to be a Hindu.

USET TaGAdeh T (RSS) THE Algel HRTE o ATAIR I el [ fged HAHATA & oA IR
($TR & ToIT 3eTeh E@RT TG 1) T TRehedT e el § IR SR o et foh it caferd T
AT & T3 21 F FHAHAA & TAIT Sig TUT LT gl =g, dg feg el @ Shear|

Addressing an event in New York City, where he spoke with leaders from different
communities and religions, Mr. Bhagwat said that Muslims, during a dialogue with him, had
questioned him about the RSS’s vision of a “Hindu Rashtra” and whether Muslims would be
driven out of the country.

mﬁ#ﬁﬁﬁmwmaﬁmmgaﬁmmﬁa@ﬁaﬂ?aﬁi
A3 o AT ST Y, AT T 7 el foh 3oTeh WY HAIG, o SN HHFAAT o 378 RSS HI
“Riq Trsg” T IReheTAT R 58 TR H Tt FohT AT o F2T HHTATAT T &7 T &g T fear

ST |

“I said ‘no’, that is not Hindutva.

If any Hindu thinks that there should be no Muslims in Bharat, he will not remain Hindu,” he
said.

e 1S Teg T Arerd & foh $TRd H FHIATA w61 §lat TG T, ol aE g, ¢! TQaM,” 361t el
Mr. Bhagwat stressed that while people may follow different religions, humanity remains one.

Y oTraTad ¥ SR T o er s7er & Rafiear et & uTereT et g, AifSheT FTeTaar ue &Y TEct B
“We live in a society where religions may be different, but humanity is one,” he said, adding
that India’s tradition had been to provide shelter to people irrespective of their religious
identity.

3ogiel el foh AR eh! ILART W91 el ENTfFeh TgdTel ahl IXATE fohU ToelT 3o 3T UETT T T

W@El

He also cited the RSS'’s service activities to underline his claim that the organisation does not
discriminate on the basis of religion.

3eglel Tg Wifehd et & foT RSS & dar rfafaferat &1 off 3ooia 7 i Herest &9 & 3maR

IR AGHTT 7181 P g

According to him, around 1.3 lakh service projects are being run by RSS volunteers with the
help of the public.

3eTeh 3ER, SeTdl 1 HGIIdT & RSS FaAAdeh! SaRT ST 1.3 A AaT IR Felrferet
AR

Recalling an incident in Dadri, Haryana, where two aircraft from Muslim-majority countries
collided, Mr. Bhagwat said RSS volunteers were among the first to reach the site.

m#mﬁgéwmﬁmaﬂﬁgu, aﬁg@w-agaéaﬁ%a’rﬁm?rmm%}, o
$TITad o el fh RSS Wwwwqgaﬁmﬁﬁmmal
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e As all passengers had died, the volunteers helped arrange funerals and assisted relatives in
identifying the victims, he said.

Segiel et foh feh weft ATt Y g &l a1$ oY, ST Taadaehl o HATE Y sawyT Fid A
HETICT T 3T FcTeht T TgaTed el F 3eTeh GRTeAT 2l HeG |

Talks with minorities

ICUHETS! & T IS

o “We don’t have the thought that they are Muslims,” Mr. Bhagwat said, referring to the RSS
volunteers’ approach to relief and service.

“FAR AT 7 I TR g1 1l o & yreramer 8, A7 s79rara o et 31K Far 6 9fdy RSS
m%mwmmgﬁn

e He said the organisation’s approach was rooted in the belief that “we” and “ours” should
replace the narrow focus on “me” and “mine”.

3ogiet gl Toh HITeT T goeanIor 38 faRard W 3maTRd & f& “#” 3R “ARr o Hfga wehrof
I & T W “gA” AR “gART gler AR

o “Where there is ‘me’ and ‘mine’, there is no solution.

e ‘We’ and ‘ours’ is the solution,” he said.
T 3R TARY & FATY },” et el

e Mr. Bhagwat also referred to the RSS’s dialogue with members of minority communities,

saying that the organisation had begun engaging more extensively with Muslims and
Christians in Bharat after 2018.

A AT o FETHEAF WHSTAT & Tl & W RSS & HaTg 1 87 Seore fonam 3R g1 o
HaToa & 2018 & STG R & AN IR SATSAT o AT 37Tk og1aeh & § Halle; AT P&
e

o “Dialogue is the first step, and service is another step,” he said.
3ogiel heT, “WaTG UgeT FeH ¢ X AaT gET FEA 517

¢ Invoking the example of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, the RSS chief said the spiritual
teacher had practised different religious traditions, including Islam and Christianity.

wwma’vwmaﬁgv RSS 98 o Fgl & 38 3meanfcrs 7% o g&aa 3R $a1S
ey afed faffee enfiie auRTait &1 grere fomam |
e He quoted him as saying: “As many ways, as many thoughts.
3eglel 3eTeh QAsal T S FI §U Hegl: “Foretet ALY, 3= A
e Alllead to one way.”
TN TF AR R IR T AL

e Mr. Bhagwat said the idea of the unity of humanity was embedded in India’s traditional
thought as well as in the Constitution.

T T o7 g foh ATTadT Y TehdT FT fTaaR AR T IRIRS RITAURT & ATT-T1 JiaemT &
o AR &l

e He argued that social change could not be achieved through politics alone and called for
initiatives based on selfless service, dialogue and unity.

3ogie de T for arefore aRade sad TSfa & ATETH O g1 oTaT [ohdT ST JehdT 3R
T Aa1, Fa1g TYT UHAT W IR Igal HT MEar fha|

e “Things cannot be achieved through politics alone.
“shaol AT & FATCTH F Vol gIIA Aal T oI TehlT|

e Sorry to say, but the fact is that politics has now become a game of self-interest.

mmﬁg@@a%,mawug%%ﬂa?ﬂﬁrmwﬁmﬁwaﬂ?é%l
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e Our experience in India is that we have to start with society, and we have started it,” he said.

R # GART 377819 Tg ¢ Toh 61 WATS W YT FeA g1, 3R GHeT SHhT YA P &,

3ogiet el

GS Paper 1: Geography

31 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

31A8

Aranmula boat race — a symbol of Keralam'’s rich culture, says V-P

IRAHAT ANPT St — I Y THGY HEHI FT T, ITISUTA 7 Fg
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After three decades of wait, Naidu to inaugurate Veligonda irrigation project

e gerenl F SASR & a1g g wer afernist Rrars aRatser 1 squmes

Aranmula boat race
a symbol of Keralam’s
rich culture, says V-P

KOLLAM

The Aranmula Uthrattathi
boat race stands as a time-
less symbol of Keralam’s
rich cultural heritage, deep
devotion, and enduring
traditions, Vice-President
C.P. Radhakrishnan said
while inaugurating the
event at Aranmula in Path-
anamthitta district on
Sunday.

He added that the town
itself is named after the an-
cient Parthasarathy tem-
ple, which boasts a herit-
age spanning nearly 1,800
years, and is equally famed
as the birthplace of the Ge-
ographical Indication (GI)-
tagged Aranmula Kannadi
(metal mirror).

Stressing the impor-
tance of safeguarding cul-
tural legacies, the Vice-Pre-
sident pointed out the vital
need to preserve and pro-
mote traditional arts and
crafs.

He praised the majestic,
beautifully decorated Palli-
yodams powered by over a
hundred oarsmen rowing
in complete unison, serv-

ing as a masterclass in
physical endurance and
extraordinary craftsman-
ship. He remarked that the
Aranmula boat race has
captivated visitors from
across India and around
the globe for centuries, se-
curing a prominent place
for Aranmula on the cultu-
ral and tourism map — a le-
gacy that must be carefully
preserved for future gener-
ations.

Festivals, he observed,
serve as a poignant remin-
der of the remarkable pow-
er of heritage to unite peo-
ple and fortify social
bonds. He pointed out that
tradition and modernity
are not conflicting forces,
but rather pillars that can
comfortably coexist. He
added that while Keralam
celebrates Onam, Odisha
observes the Rath Yatra in
Puri. He observed that a
shared culture consistently
binds the nation together.
He also expressed his deep
delight at having presided
over the Rajya Sabha ses-
sion during which the Bill
to rename the State as
“Keralam” was passed.

31A8. Aranmula boat race — a symbol of
Keralam’s rich culture, says V-P

IRAHAT AtpT gls — Fel Y FHGY TEHIA FT
vdls, 3urseufa F &gl

e The Aranmula Uthrattathi boat race stands as a
timeless symbol of Keralam’s rich cultural heritage, deep
devotion, and enduring traditions, Vice-President C.P.
Radhakrishnan said while inaugurating the event at
Aranmula in Pathanamthitta district on Sunday.

STRrsgufcl d Y. TS o IAAR Y TUTHTACET ToTel &
3RAHC H TN PTIHH HT CETCT I §U el o
3RAHAT Iagerdt Al gls Hiel F ey TEpiaS
e, 1T e 3R RRTUTRIY TOR131T T U FHrersrdt
ECica

e He added that the town itself is named after the
ancient Parthasarathy temple, which boasts a heritage
spanning nearly 1,800 years, and is equally famed as the
birthplace of the Geographical Indication (Gl) tagged
Aranmula Kannadi (metal mirror).

3oglel gl o 3T AR T ATH T U= iRt #feR &
aqua%,mﬁwwml,sooaﬁaaﬁﬁrgé
¢, 3R Ig HMfAF FHaw (GI) Yo 3RFHAT Soats! (U7
GUOT) & STeHEdTT & &9 # off gl gl

e Stressing the importance of safeguarding cultural
legacies, the Vice-President pointed out the vital need to
preserve and promote traditional arts and crafts.

AREpTereh TATae & HIGTOT & FHged TSR 4 §T
SRTSgUfl o TRYRe hell 3R Rieq i T@RiaTd vd dicafed
FYe hT FEcaquT 3TaRTehall T 3R 2T e

e He praised the majestic, beautifully decorated Palliyodams powered by over a hundred
oarsmen rowing in complete unison, serving as a masterclass in physical endurance and
extraordinary craftsmanship.

3giel 100 & 3Tk A1fahi gaRT qoT AT & W TATE ST} aATell, e 3R e 97 F Tolrs
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15 gfearasH sler3it Hr g2 Fr 3R Fer fh 7 ARIRE TgaTafard aam 3T Rreq-sierer Fr
3T 3ETENT S Fch ¢ |
He remarked that the Aranmula boat race has captivated visitors from across India and

around the globe for centuries, securing a prominent place for Aranmula on the cultural and
tourism map — a legacy that must be carefully preserved for future generations.

3giel gl foh 3R oot &l & fedt & QX R 3R gforam o & 3maient Y IR fhar
YT IRATAT H WEF e 3R T AT W 0 Fo7@ T4 oram § — el favraa i el
NSt & foIT Araeeigdes Sfard fohar S amge|

Festivals, he observed, serve as a poignant reminder of the remarkable power of heritage to
unite people and fortify social bonds.

3giel el foh TGN SH STl hT ATfaeh ATE, el & o TaRreret & ol &t vehse &t 3R
TS Sl Y AT FA T FAUROT AfF grelt B

He pointed out that tradition and modernity are not conflicting forces, but rather pillars that
can comfortably coexist.

3egiel heT foh TRoRT S Iy fAshar oREoR faRied fercar 761 8, dfesh 08 Eas 8 it Hgol ST &
T AT HTEAcd & Ig Thl & |

He added that while Keralam celebrates Onam, Odisha observes the Rath Yatra in Puri.
3giel el foh STgl el 3 INOTH HAT STl &, TET INTSAT F g8 Y T I IS BT ST B
He observed that a shared culture consistently binds the nation together.

3egiel gl o WIS WEFfer T Uog 1 veh 7 A arerc

He also expressed his deep delight at having presided over the Rajya Sabha session during
which the Bill to rename the State as “Keralam” was passed.

3egiet 39 aTd X Y I8 THeIdT o d i Toh Sogicl TITIHAT b 3T TF Sl 3TET&TdT 1, forae
TS FT ATH T “HIAHA” Hiel ot TA8Teh qrie foram arm|

After three decades of wait, Naidu to

inaugurate Veligonda irrigation project

dapa districts, providing ir-

VIJAYAWADA rigation for 4.47 lakh acres
and drinking water for 23
Andhra Pradesh Chief Mi- lakh people.

nister N. Chandrababu Nai- The project diverts

du will inaugurate the first
phase of the Poola Sub-
baiah Veligonda irrigation
project in Markapuram dis-
trict and release water on
Monday.

Interestingly, Mr. Naidu
laid the foundation stone
for the project on March 5,
1996, as the Chief Minister
of undivided Andhra Pra-
desh. The project will
bring much relief to the pe-
ople of the drought-prone
areas of Markapuram, Pra-
kasam, Nellore and Kada-
pa districts.

The State government is

Once fully operational, the project will provide drinking water for 23

lakh people and irrigation for 4.47 lakh acres. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

organising the inaugura-
tion ceremony under the
theme — Velugonda Jala Si-
rulu - Abhivruddhiki Rek-
kalu (Velugonda Waters -
Wings for Development).
For decades, the region
has faced inadequate rain-

fall, depleted groundwater,
fluoride contamination,
and a shortage of irrigation
water. Once fully opera-
tional, the Veligonda pro-
ject will serve 30 mandals
across the Prakasam, Mar-
kapuram, Nellore, and Ka-

Krishna river water from
the Srisailam reservoir,
store it in the Nallamala Sa-
gar, and distribute it
through main canals.

Direct beneficiaries
With the inauguration of
Phase-1, 10.70 tmc ft of wa-
ter will be released into
Nallamala Sagar, providing
irrigation for approximate-
ly 1.19 lakh acres and drink-
ing water for 4 lakh people.
Improved irrigation se-
curity will reduce uncer-
tainty for farmers and facil-
itate crop diversification.
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31A8. After three decades of wait, Naidu to inaugurate Veligonda irrigation
project

AT GAHT F SAIR F 91 A1IZ Far afenist = aRsran #1 3qEmeT

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu will inaugurate the first phase of the
Poola Subbaiah Veligonda irrigation project in Markapuram district and release water on
Monday.

3TTYT TS & HEIHAT Uef. A5ATg ARIg HIHAR T HHYIH ToTel & gt Geaar aferarist Rwrg
IRIISTAT & Tgel TRUT I 3HTCH Hal IR STl BIST S|

Interestingly, Mr. Naidu laid the foundation stone for the project on March 5, 1996, as the
Chief Minister of undivided Andhra Pradesh.

Teorere a1 I & o A A1gg & 5 A, 1996 1 IS 3178 TE2r o HETHA & T H 58
ARATSTAT T 3MeRiRreT WY oY

The project will bring much relief to the people of the drought-prone areas of Markapuram,
Prakasam, Nellore and Kadapa districts.

g IRATSIAT AHYRHA, THTRMHA, AeaR AR F3ear forell & F@T-9aoT &1 & S0 I HIhT 6
gt M|

The State government is organising the inauguration ceremony under the theme —
Velugonda Jala Sirulu — Abhivruddhiki Rekkalu (Velugonda Waters — Wings for
Development).

T THR SEHTET HARIG T TS “defanist T ool — AfAgeftrehr W (dofaiist sier
— o & Uw) QYT & 3id9Td T W B

For decades, the region has faced inadequate rainfall, depleted groundwater, fluoride
contamination, and a shortage of irrigation water.

GRHT W S &1F 1 Ao qul, S{aTel & &1, FeRI$s Tquor X FHws Srer 1 Fait & Fove
FAT UST B |

Once fully operational, the Veligonda project will serve 30 mandals across the Prakasam,
Markapuram, Nellore, and Kadapa districts, providing irrigation for 4.47 lakh acres and
drinking water for 23 lakh people.

T e & Fenferd giet & aire, afretisr aRATsr yameme, AR, Aear 3R Fsear Kt & 30

HSAl &l ATHTTead T TAUT 4.47 G T3 A & forw fHwms 3k 23 are st & fow dasrer
3UIeY T

The project diverts Krishna river water from the Srisailam reservoir, stores it in the
Nallamala Sagar, and distributes it through main canals.

Ig IRATSTAT F0I &Y & STer hT ANAH ST ¥ HSH Teamsal WER H TR F g AR
HEF A oh ATETH § 3HHT [FROT il B

Direct beneficiaries

gcgaT et

With the inauguration of Phase-l, 10.70 tmc ft of water will be released into Nallamala Sagar,
providing irrigation for approximately 1.19 lakh acres and drinking water for 4 lakh people.

TROT-| & 3GHE & H1, 10.70 TMC B el sTeallHe PR H BIST ST, forad oereier 1.19
AT T3 A & faw [Hums 3R 4 o @t & fw dgsrer 3uerstr gram|

Improved irrigation security will reduce uncertainty for farmers and facilitate crop
diversification.

SEaR TAATE T oharrait & fore A Recar &t et el 3R warer fafaehor i gorer
Faruafr|
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wargefet spwor F Fafer Ryaw srra & wfAemeneh AfFaSHT F SC F Faramefier fagaa Fya F1

3reard fhar
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YOS F AT A N TE A FeA S W & @Y
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OBC creamy layer and the income test

OBC #HT o= 3R 3 qfiaqor

31A8. Justice Bhuyan calls for appointing ‘brilliant minds’ from legal academia

Justice Bhuyan calls for appointing ‘brilliant
minds’ from legal academia as judges in SC

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

As student bodies across
premier national universi-
ties object to Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant’s re-
marks and refuse to have
him over for their convoca-
tions, Supreme Court
judge Justice Ujjal Bhuyan
on Sunday pushed for the
activation of presidential
power to directly appoint
“distinguished jurists”, in-
cluding legal academi-
cians, as judges in the top
court of the country.

“While our Constitution
has a provision for ap-
pointment of a jurist as a
judge of the Supreme
Court, no jurist has been
appointed so far to the Su-
preme Court though the
Constitution has complet-
ed more than 76 years,”
Justice Bhuyan pointed out
at the 13th convocation of
the National Law Universi-
ty. Delhi.

Justice Bhuyan said that
as important as the right to
question was the tolerance
to disagreement. “A demo-
cratic society cannot be
built on the edifice that

as judges in SC

war#fet syor & RAfer fRraw sora & wfqsmenel AffasHl H SC # FamaTeher g

Supreme Court judge Justice Ujjal Bhuyan says a‘distinguished
jurist’ could be a great value addition to the Bench. pTi

everyone will think alike,”
he said.

Bar Council row

The comments from the
Supreme Court judge fol-
low a recent debacle by the
Bar Council of India, which
ordered State Bar Councils
to bar the professional en-
rolment of the 2026 batch
0of NALSAR students for ob-
jecting to have CJI Kant ov-
er as the chief guest for
their convocation over his
oral comments in court us-
ing terms such as “cock-
roach” and “parasites”.
The BCI had to retract the
order after public pres-

FIA FT ATEAT AT

e As student bodies across premier national universities object to Chief Justice of India Surya

sure. “Tolerance is not
merely a matter of perso-
nal courtesy. It is a consti-
tutional value. A democra-
cy becomes meaningful
not when everyone speaks
the same language of
thought, but when diffe-
rent voices can co-exist, be
heard and be treated with
dignity,” Justice Bhuyan
said.

The judge said the ma-
turity of a democracy was
reflected not merely in
how it responded to opi-
nions that were difficult,
unpopular or inconve-
nient. The courage to voice
unpopular opinions began

at universities, the Su-
preme Court judge said.
He said the 76-year re-
luctance to activate Article
124(3) for appointment of
legal academics as Su-
preme Court judges in the
category of “distinguished
jurists” may have been
either due to the feeling
that there was not enough
“depth in the Indian acade-
mia” or because the provi-
sion was simply not se-
riously taken. As a result,
brilliant minds, men and
women with legal scholar-
ship, who could have sig-
nificantly contributed on
the Bench missed the op-
portunity to serve as judg-
es of the Supreme Court.
Justice Bhuyan dismis-
sed the oft-repeated argu-
ment that legal academics
and scholars lack the prac-
tical experience that serve
judges. “But this is a very
shallow objection. Su-
preme Court is not only
the highest adjudicatory
body but it is the moral, le-
gal and constitutional con-
science keeper of the na-
tion. It is above
technicalities. The reason
for having this provision of

distinguished jurist in Arti-
cle 124(3) is to diversify the
Bench with talented judg-
es,” he said.

Who is a jurist?

In India, the judge said, the
term “jurist” was being ap-
plied very loosely.

“A lawyer or a judge of
repute is often described
as a jurist. Certainly, a la-
wyer and a judge can be a
jurist, and there are many
such instances, but in the
context of Article 124(3), it
extends beyond the above
two categories. A person
who is skilled in law or
knowledgeable in the field
of law would be qualified
to be termed as a ‘jurist’,”
Justice Bhuyan said.

A ‘distinguished jurist”
could be a great value addi-
tion to the Bench. By his or
her scholarship, he or she
can make a visible contri-
bution to the decision-
making process at the top
level. Participation of re-
nowned legal academia
and scholars would have a
defining impact on the jud-
icial functioning of the Su-
preme Court, Justice
Bhuyan said.

Kant’'s remarks and refuse to have him over for their convocations, Supreme Court judge
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan on Sunday pushed for the activation of presidential power to directly

appoint “distinguished jurists”, including legal academicians, as judges in the top court of

the country.
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THE TS faeafdererdt & ST HITesl gaRT HRd & HET IR gdia S feoaforat
A STt 31X 37 3r9e) SraTid FARIET 7 IMART el A SAHR A & o, Hafed ~arrery
o TR FATEfet 3oatel $TATA o AR T 2T hT Faifed JreTeld H =rAeiel & &9 # fafer
Rrenfaet afea “afafea faftammsi & fie fgfea & fov wsgufa $r afed = afshar e

ehlold Il

e “While our Constitution has a provision for appointment of a jurist as a judge of the Supreme
Court, no jurist has been appointed so far to the Supreme Court though the Constitution has
completed more than 76 years,” Justice Bhuyan pointed out at the 13th convocation of the
National Law University, Delhi.

e fafer freafagamer, Rl & 139 fatid awRie 7 Fara#fd saeT & e, “Feafd gAr
Hiaere 7 fordr faftraer i wafer =amrrery & Farareier & &9 & fogerd Hia ST Tau ¢,
AfeheT ATALTST & 76 I § 3T TR &I ST & STas[G 379 eh el AferaT st gaifeer =ararery #
o €l frar aran g1

e Justice Bhuyan said that as important as the right to question was the tolerance to
disagreement.

FARIH{ AT o gl foh ToeT F¥et & HTAFR TSt & Ageaqot g Al & yict wgerefierar &1

e “A democratic society cannot be built on the edifice that everyone will think alike,” he said.
3giel gT, “Udh dllehdlTeh HHATST ST A1d SH YRV T 78T IWT ST Hehcll Toh §T cATH T oHAT
||’

Bar Council row
TR 3« faae

¢ The comments from the Supreme Court judge follow a recent debacle by the Bar Council of
India, which ordered State Bar Councils to bar the professional enrolment of the 2026 batch
of NALSAR students for objecting to have CJI Kant over as the chief guest for their
convocation over his oral comments in court using terms such as “cockroach” and “parasites”.

gafea ~arTer & Faramdier $r 3 freaforaT R IR F13R & giforar faare & a1g 3m$ €,
e T IR FEFAE A NALSAR & 2026 39 & Sl & cAaq@1AF AT IR Ak oI9TTe i
e fe=m o, 41T ST o 3eTeld 7 CJI i GaRT “Hiddra’ 3R ‘G S 2reaT T FATeT
fohT ST & HRUT 3¢ 3= Slefic FARNE F AT AR & T 7 AT el 9 3mafy S
T

e The BCI had to retract the order after public pressure.
BC| &) SIGdId & ST 379=IT TS a9 o<1 93T]

e “Tolerance is not merely a matter of personal courtesy.
“FgeTefieraT shadl SfFdeTd fIserar &1 faw =181 7

e Itis a constitutional value.
Ig Ueh Haufas 7T g

e A democracy becomes meaningful not when everyone speaks the same language of thought,
but when different voices can co-exist, be heard and be treated with dignity,” Justice Bhuyan
said.

AT 37T o gl “FNehcl T A AT AGT BIAT ST g2 AT TATRT T Teh g 1T Frel, Thoh
as ardies giar & o fafdieer rarst we-arf¥aca & & 9, Folt o1 w0 iR 1l & gy sqaer
T Sme)”

e The judge said the maturity of a democracy was reflected not merely in how it responded to
opinions that were difficult, unpopular or inconvenient.
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IrRITer o gt foh Aerd T 1 IRgFadr Fad 39 910 & IR 78T 8ld) [ a8 i,
AT AT Jrgfatistere farat o et wfafar &ar g

The courage to voice unpopular opinions began at universities, the Supreme Court judge
said.

AT s ArTe & AT o gl f& Il i famt Y saea #3 #1 ay faeafdgareat @
AR AT

He said the 76-year reluctance to activate Article 124(3) for appointment of legal academics
as Supreme Court judges in the category of “distinguished jurists” may have been either due
to the feeling that there was not enough “depth in the Indian academia” or because the
provision was simply not seriously taken.

3ogiet agT o “wfafoea 3 &1 4o & R Renfic #r gafca ~arare™ & armedet &
& H g itel o ToIT ITedq 124(3) T Hishd diel H 76 TS U TEI JHToTTo i HROT HeFd:
g YROT TG g Tehell ¢ foh “HRATT 371G (A ST H TATCd IgRTs” o7er oY, I1 O 3 wraenst
! ITHIRAT I & A8 foram aram|

As a result, brilliant minds, men and women with legal scholarship, who could have
significantly contributed on the Bench missed the opportunity to serve as judges of the
Supreme Court.

g8 UROTEETRY, fersmene AfeasHt, 3r2Td fafer & faeame qeut iR Afgensi, St =aradis &
HgeaquT ATETT & Hehet &, =¥ Halfoa =ATaTer & =ATATERT & &9 3 FaT et 7 36T @ T

Justice Bhuyan dismissed the oft-repeated argument that legal academics and scholars lack
the practical experience that serve judges.

=TS AT F 36 TR-AR BT ST ATl e Y Wiket o feram for fafer Rranfaad si
fagamat & Qara ~ararefiel ST sATaRTRe 3rTsra A g

“But this is a very shallow objection.

“AfeheT Tg Th TET AelET AT &

Supreme Court is not only the highest adjudicatory body but it is the moral, legal and
constitutional conscience keeper of the nation.

Hafea FIRITe $dd Fafed =i fHma & 76 §, afos g g &1 s, FeE s
HauTfae fAde-veTe ot &

It is above technicalities.

g dhethIdIst & FUTR|

The reason for having this provision of distinguished jurist in Article 124(3) is to diversify the
Bench with talented judges,” he said.

3giel g, “3eTeae 124(3) # wfaftsa fRftraar & sa wrane 1 3w wfasmemen =araredel &
AT ¥ FAde # Rfuaraen g1

Who is a jurist?

faftdan sl gar @

In India, the judge said, the term “jurist” was being applied very loosely.
FATITERRT = e b $TR 7 “TAfArdwT 21 7 FANT gt cATaeh 3R et 319 3 febarm o e &
“A lawyer or a judge of repute is often described as a jurist.

‘Tt gfafSaa afhrer a1 =amrrefier &) 3rerar ST ser Srar gl

Certainly, a lawyer and a judge can be a jurist, and there are many such instances, but in the
context of Article 124(3), it extends beyond the above two categories.

ARad ®9 A, FIS gehrer 3R =aramefrer AFEET & Gehar & 3R 0 319 30T §, e
FTede 124(3) & Hedl & Ig UG alat ATOR & 319 ofeh faecgel B

A person who is skilled in law or knowledgeable in the field of law would be qualified to be

L]

termed as a ‘jurist’,” Justice Bhuyan said.
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FARIH{ AT o T, “S ik fafer F ga1 ar fafer & &t & werarer ¢, @5 TAfRAar #gae &

e grem|”
e A ‘distinguished jurist’ could be a great value addition to the Bench.

e ‘gfaftsa Rftaar =amrds & v sredd Aeaant aeree & Jdr gl

e By his or her scholarship, he or she can make a visible contribution to the decision-making
process at the top level.

319e faftr Rg@amyet w1t & Areas § g8 ITaad TR I HoT-gishar & sgcaqot Qerer &

HHAT L

e Participation of renowned legal academia and scholars would have a defining impact on the
judicial functioning of the Supreme Court, Justice Bhuyan said.

=g LA o et ob widey fafey Rramfaet stk gt i smflerdy o1 wafea =g &
STk HHebIST TR AU Feard 3|

Delay in prorogation
of Parliament leading
to suspicion: Ramesh
iGS Il Polity ]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Speculation abounds
about a possible Special
Session of Parliament to re-
vive the Delimitation Bill,
with the Monsoon Session
yet to be prorogued, or for-
mally ended, 17 days after
the last meeting of the
House.

On August 13, both the
Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha were adjourned sine
die, bringing Parliament’s
Monsoon Session to a
close.

However, the session is
yet to end formally. It re-
mains technically alive, al-
lowing the government to
reconvene Parliament
without issuing a fresh pre-
sidential summons.

The Congress has conti-
nued to press for clarity,
questioning the unusual
delay. “The continued de-
lay in prorogation is mysti-
fying and certainly leads to
suspicions that some mis-
chief is afoot. The Home
Minister does not have a
super-tainted two-thirds
majority and is probably

Jairam Ramesh

engaging in mind games of
bluff and bluster,” Con-
gress communications
chief Jairam Ramesh told
The Hindu.

Party president Malli-
karjun Kharge, in a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday, reiter-
ated the party’s position
on delimitation and the ex-
pansion of the Lok Sabha,
insisting that the existing
strength of the Lower
House be frozen at 543
seats for next 15 years.

The Congress chief also
sought the implementa-
tion of the legislation to re-
serve a third of the seats
for women MPs in the 2029
Lok Sabha election.

31A8. Delay in prorogation of Parliament
leading to suspicion: Ramesh

TS & FATTATT A S TEg M FAeA S W & YU

e Speculation abounds about a possible Special
Session of Parliament to revive the Delimitation Bill, with
the Monsoon Session yet to be prorogued, or formally ended,
17 days after the last meeting of the House.

aRefiHe fadge &1 gofsiifad iet & forv Twe 1 asmad
TR T T SATe Y A 3eehel A &, Fifeh et i 3
e o 17 T&eT a1g 8l ATge §F o7 garaare, 37Td 3ol

mﬁw,aﬁg:m%l

e On August 13, both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha were adjourned sine die, bringing Parliament’s
Monsoon Session to a close.

13 30T & AFEHT 3R TSF/HT, AT 1 HTARTdRI &
foIT T (adjourned sine die) & f&ar =, @@ T4E &r
ATYsT G FATC g1 a1

e However, the session is yet to end formally.
gTelifen, T <1 e FATYET 330 AeT g3 &

e It remains technically alive, allowing the government

to reconvene Parliament without issuing a fresh presidential
summons.

Thallh &7 F Ig T 330 o Shfaa &, a9 ;e s v
Tsgufeiar e & T3l §8e T Iof: ol Fehcll B

e The Congress has continued to press for clarity,
guestioning the unusual delay.

FAY AR AT TISe FT $Hr Aver X WY g 3R sT
3T 3 IR FaTel 307 & g

e “The continued delay in prorogation is mystifying and certainly leads to suspicions that some
mischief is afoot.

“FATTHI H IR g T &8 e § 3k Tl w9 @ 5@ 75 Wig Yaravan & R 7o
DECERCRGES
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The Home Minister does not have a super-tainted two-thirds majority and is probably Jairam
Ramesh engaging in mind games of bluff and bluster,” Congress communications chief
Jairam Ramesh told The Hindu.

@ﬁxwma-mmmww%mm:ammmmaw
IRT FAAEATTAF E Qe @ €, AT o HIR JHT STAIH AL A The Hindu Y S|

Party president Mallikarjun Kharge, in a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday,
reiterated the party’s position on delimitation and the expansion of the Lok Sabha, insisting
that the existing strength of the Lower House be frozen at 543 seats for next 15 years.

It 3reaT AfCATIST @sat oF IFaR I TUTHHAT g AT T ford 7 37 TR 3R Srwaer
o FIFAR TX TEf o 3 1 QTel §U 3Ma7g foha fob fererer Aeret 1 Alsfar 543 Hiet 1 #ear
37T 15 gt & fare fRuR w@ar sy

The Congress chief also sought the implementation of the legislation to reserve a third of the
seats for women MPs in the 2029 Lok Sabha election.

HII ITETET ¥ 2029 F AIHAHT IefTa & Al Frwel F forw veh-faers Wi IRfAT Fe Faehr

ShleleT ST ST] el T off AT 1|

Speculation abounds about a possible Special Session of Parliament to revive the
Delimitation Bill, with the Monsoon Session yet to be prorogued, or formally ended, 17 days
after the last meeting of the House.

TRefiHe fadge 1 gofsfifad et & forv Tee 1 T eI @ el STt i ofehy 3rcehel
st €, it Heet ot 3i1de doeh & 17 feeT die; 8 AT T b7 FAGHI, 37T o &7

& FATIA, e §3T &
On August 13, both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha were adjourned sine die, bringing
Parliament’'s Monsoon Session to a close.

13 30TET T AR 3 TeFws, At 1 3fAREdF F fow ®=fAd (adjourned sine die)

& 3T ara, T HHe o1 ATgeT HF AT g1 a1
However, the session is yet to end formally.
gTeilich, T T HqaTRe TATTS 3737 T g3 &

It remains technically alive, allowing the government to reconvene Parliament without issuing
a fresh presidential summons.

eheilehl &0 & Jg T 373t ot e ©, Forerd e 1w arsgufeliar @t o foetm dere &t get: el
bl gl

The Congress has continued to press for clarity, questioning the unusual delay.

HIEY RAR AT TIST A T AT I T § AR ST FAAT S ) FaTel 367 & 6

“The continued delay in prorogation is mystifying and certainly leads to suspicions that some
mischief is afoot.

“FATTHIA 7 TR g1 @Y & Weaa ¢ 3R farfaa 0 & 59 gg wee Yarelan e r o
39S T T o

The Home Minister does not have a super-tainted two-thirds majority and is probably Jairam
Ramesh engaging in mind games of bluff and bluster,” Congress communications chief
Jairam Ramesh told The Hindu.

96 FA & I IS &-FIETS T TTIE TEA T & A FevAd: I ST 3R ITHIHD STl &
it Ao @9 Qo @ 8, FE & HUR @ ST @A # The Hindu &Y Sdrm|

Party president Mallikarjun Kharge, in a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday,
reiterated the party’s position on delimitation and the expansion of the Lok Sabha, insisting
that the existing strength of the Lower House be frozen at 543 seats for next 15 years.

arél 3reget AfCAHTST @SN A IFAR T TUTAHA 7Ag AIGY T ford a5 & TREHT 3R wieharem
o fIFaR o a1l o 2@ Y gleX1d §U 3117E T o forerer Fee A Alsfar 543 Hiel i e
39T 15 ut & fore [Py @ s
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seats for women MPs in the 2029 Lok Sabha election.

I HEZET o1 2029 F ANFHWHT ol & Afgelm WiwaT & fw vah-forers € Rfdra et daeh

hleTel ol oITa] el Fr ofr ATer F1|

OBC creamy layer and the income test

Why is the Centre

The story so far:
he Supreme Court has said it
will consider setting up a
Bench to hear the Centre's
application seeking
clarification over its March 11 judgment on
the income test component of the OBC
creamy layer exclusion criteria.
Retrospectively implementing the
Jjudgment on the income/wealth test for
OBC creamy layer determination is
“extremely difficult” and will cause a
“cascading effect” in the settled services
from 2012 till now, with the impact
extending to “all categories, including the
Unreserved category”, the Centre said in
a batch of applications.

‘extremel; plement?
‘The Supreme Court on March 11 delivered
its judgment in a batch of cases pending
for close to a decade, relating to how the
Department of Personnel and Training
(DoPT) should interpret the crucial
inmmelweahh test, which is one of the

s through which the “creamy layer™
(or relalh'eiy socially and economically
Backward

availing the benefit of reservation.
The cases that lly came before

What was the problem with the 1993
OM and 2004 letter?

Under the 1993 DoPT OM on the
income/wealth test for OBC reservations,
a candidate would be of

GETTYIMAGES

not clearly specified.
‘The court went on to note that the

interpretation of the 1993 OM, read with

the 2004 letter, had led to “hostile

the children of

part
the creamy layer if their parents’ £ross

between
those in government service and those in

family income exceeded the
limit for three consecutive years, or if
they posvessed ‘wealth above the

under the

the court involved claims by at least 50
OBC candidates who had appeared in
Civil Services Examinations (CSE) since
2015 and were excluded from
consideration for an OBC-reserved post
after the DoPT classified them as part of
the creamy layer solely based on their
parents’ income.

‘The Supreme Court found that the
DoPT was incorrectly applying the
income test for this category of OBC
candidates and directed the government
to create supernumerary posts for
OBC candidates to whom the income test
had been applied with what it called
“hostile discrimination,” and allot them
services according to their ranks in their
respective CSE years.

‘What are the criteria for exclusion?
‘The creamy layer concept among OBCs
emerged from the Supreme Court’s 1992
ruling in the Indra Sawhney case, which

Wea]le‘axAﬂ 1957. The income limit,
which was 21 lakh when the 1993 OM was
issued, was revised several times and now
stands at I8 lakh, with the last revision
come in 2017. Importantly, the
1993 DoPT OM speclﬁed lha( Inmme fmm

alaries and

PSUs or pri
Without establishing equivalence of
posts, the income test, including salaries,

was being applied to rule out OBC
candidates whose parents were not in
government service, while OBC
candidates whose parents were in
government service were being. su.b;ecled
to a test that did not include salaries. This

is wha‘( the court had described as

excluded when applying the
income/wealth test, with income from
other sources such as property, business,
or capital pms being considered.
However, in October 2004, the DoPT
issued a letter meant to clarify issues that
had arisen in interpreting the 1993 OM. In
paragraph 9 of this letter, the DoPT took
up the issue of how to calculate income
for the income/wealth test for OBCs
whose parents were in Central or State
PSUs where equivalence of posts had not
yet been established. The DoPT seemed

paved the way for the of
(OBC reservations. The idea was to
exclude OBC candidates whose families
had accumulated social and economic
privileges over the he years from the benefits
of ame to

‘The court said, “Treating the children
of those employed in PSUs or private
employment, etc., as being excluded from
the benefit of reservation only on the
basis of their income derived from
salaries, and without reference to their
posts (whether Group A or B, or Group C
or D) would certainly lead to hostile
discrimination between parties who are
similarly placed and would amount to
equals being treated unequally”

The court had directed the Centre to
implement this reading of the income test

to suggest that income from salaries was nmh.m six months by creating
to be counted to determine if the income pernumerary posts for tbe petitioners,
wuabuved)epmscnbeddlreslwldfor whomeBCcznd.ldalesmme(ivl.l
rs. The threshold Services Examinations and had been
was subsequently rv.'VIsed to 28 lakh per excluded from the creamy layer on
year in 2017. account of their parents” salaries alone.
lnuwzozsmr@memsmnmd- ‘The parents were working in public sector
noted that until or the pri tor.
between the posts

Ee described as beloming to the “creamy
"

To clarify which categories of OBC
candidates would fall under the creamy
layer, the DoPT issued an Office
Memorandum [(OM), a gulduu; charter] in
September 1993, laying down the criteria
for exclusion.

The OM categories

of Central or State PSUs and government
services, the income/wealth test must
continue to apply equally.

How did the Supreme Court interpret
the income test?

‘The March 11 Union of India vs Rohith
Nathan judgment said that OBC

of exc]uswn, mdudmg children of senior
and

whose parents work in PSUs
or the private sector, where the
has

armed forces olﬁcers.

Besides this, the DoPT also prescribed
a crucial income or wealth test,
applicable to people in the salaried
professional class or engaged in trade;
people holding plantations, vacant land
and/or buildings in urban areas; and
people whose parents held posts in
Central or State PSUs where the
equivalence of these posts with

iment service posts had not yet

been established. It is this last category,
that is, children of parents holding posts
in Central or State PSUs or in private
employment, that the court delivered its
March 11 judgment.

yet
f posts with

Did the Centre try to implement the
Supreme Court’s directions?
The Supreme Court’s ruling in the Rohith
Nathan case was a watershed moment for
this category of OBCs, who had said that
the issue had been pending for more than
adecade. As per the Supreme Court’s
direction, the Union government was
supposed to issue further instructions in
of the court’s reading of the
income test component — on how the
y posts must be created

services, cannot be treated differently
from OBC candidates in other categories
under the creamy layer exclusion criteria.
Significantly, the Supreme Court ruled
that the income/wealth test component of
the exclusion exercise must be seen and
operated as a “residual filter”, addmg that
salaries and agricultural incomes had
been consciously left out while applying
this test under the 1993 OM. The court
found that while the 1993 OM was clear
about excluding income from salaries
from the calculation of the income/wealth
test, the 2004 letter appeared to call for
its inclusion in circumstances that were

and how the existing strength of the
services must be adjusted to
accommodate them.

According to government records, the
Union Ministry of Personnel, Pensions
and Public Grievances wrote to the
Ministry of Social Justice and
Empowerment on June 3, seckmg advlce

“clarification/action” in this regard. The
Personnel Ministry further sought “advice
on instructions to be adopted or notified”
by the DoPT.

As orAngnst 19, the (’xmm s posmon

’m‘nuna] ln a matter identical to um of
the aggrieved OBC candidates in the
Rohith Nathan case was that it was in the
process of implementing the March 11

THE GIST

-

The Supreme Court's March 11
ruling held that salary income
should not be used to exclude
0BC candidates from the
creamy layer where their
parents work in PSUS or private

Jjudgment. ‘employment without
However a few days laler lhe DoPT ‘established equivalence of
filed a why it posts with service.
was secnungly impossible to follow the 2
Supreme Court’s directions and the issues
that ng in i ing them The Centre
i In thi icati the i

Centre said that despite its efforts to
create the supernumerary posts as called
for in the Rohith Nathan judgment, it was
facing an increasing number of ¢l for
adjustment, issues of seniority arising
from such adjustments, and concerns that
even this exercise could be “unfair” toa
different category of OBC candidates and
candidates ol aII categories, including
the

unreserved category”.

The Centre noted that since the March
11 judgment, 22 other judgments have
been issued by courts applying the
principles laid out in Rohith Nathan. In
addition, the DoPT said that 12 new cases
have been filed seeking reconsideration of
OBC non-creamy layer status under the
Rohith Nathan principles, by candidates
who had not previously approached the
courts.

However, OBC candidates who spoke
to The Hindu argued that the Centre’s
reluctance to implement the directions
does not appear to make sense. These
candidates have asked why the DoPT had
not mentioned these larger issues with
implementation earlier.

‘These candidates have noted that the
older reading of the income test — the one
that the court said practised “hostile
discrimination” - was being applied only
by the DoPT, and that too arbitrarily.

What happens next?
Along with the application that the DoPT
has filed setting out the difficulties it was
facing in implementing the Rohuh Nathan
Jjudgment's directions, especially

ly, the Union gowmmem
had filed a separate application, seeking
that it be allowed to continue allotting
services as per the old reading of the
income test for CSE 2025 candidates, and
seeking clarification on how to implement
the directions. The Centre said that more
than 950 CSE 2025 candidates were about
to start their Foundation Course and that
they had been recommended based on
the old reading of the income test.

‘The DoPT argued, in this application,
that the retrospective application of the
judgment was specifically running into
the issues mentioned above.

‘The Supreme Court has now said it will
consider setting up a Bench to hear the
Centre's request for clarification on how
to implement its directions and its request
to allow the allotment of services to CSE
2025 candidates to continue as settled for
the time being.

However, in the other application filed
along with this, the Centre has asked for
clarification on how to implement the
direction overall. It has further argued
that there might be some value in
including income from salaries, as in
some cases it might be the “sole
intelligible differentia” between two OBC
candidates from “similar social

on
Rohith Nathan judgment. The Ptrsonnel
Ministry told the Social Justice Secretary
that the Allocation of Business Rules
provide for the Social Justice Ministry to
formulate policy on reservations and that
it was therefore seeking

. It has also argued that, in
the absence of salary consideration, some
cases might lead to OBC candidates with
parents earning up to ¥ mm:being
considered non-creamy

Now, the question is: how hr will the
Supreme Court’s March 11 verdict reach?

‘cascading effect’ on settled
services, while triggering fresh
claims from candidates who
were previously denied 0BC
non-creamy-layer status.

v

The Supreme Court will
consider setting up a Bench to
hear the Centre’s plea for
clarification on implementing
the ruling, including its
application to CSE 2025
candidates.

31A8. OBC creamy layer and the income test
OBC #T#T aR 31k 3mar wiayor

e The Supreme Court has said it will consider setting up a Bench to hear the Centre’s
application seeking clarification over its March 11 judgment on the income test component of
the OBC creamy layer exclusion criteria.
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Hafed =TI o &g & foh a8 OBC ST o & Ifgshor ATIes & 31T qdeTor Gaelt e o
11 AT o 379e1 el oh HetT & cher h! TASERIOT AT dlell ITTerehT TR eldTs & foIw T dis
ST el W TR |

e Retrospectively implementing the judgment on the income/wealth test for OBC creamy layer
determination is “extremely difficult” and will cause a “cascading effect” in the settled services
from 2012 till now, with the impact extending to “all categories, including the Unreserved
category”, the Centre said in a batch of applications.

e ot TARIHT & Ueh THE H e foh OBC HIel o & foreivor & forw smererafer adiator Haeh
el @1 qaCATY &9 H #l13] T “Hedd Hider BT 3R 2012 I 319 da & iR Jart 7
ST ‘SIS AW AR T I3, foraent garra “srarfare Aoft afga weft Aforal qe Rega
grem|

Why does the Centre call the ruling ‘extremely difficult’ to implement?

F% 39 HHA Y AR FLAT Hedd HiSeT A1 FgeT 82

e The Supreme Court on March 11 delivered its judgment in a batch of cases pending for close
to a decade, relating to how the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) should
interpret the crucial income/wealth test, which is one of the layers through which the “creamy
layer” (or relatively socially and economically forward) among the Other Backward Classes
communities is excluded from availing the benefit of reservation.

Hafed #IATer # 11 HT I eIT879T Teh e2reh A WA HIHel & Ueh Fogg H 37T hfell oA,
ST 58 a1 ¥ Hefd AT o wifde v wiRvator fsmr (DoPT) & Agcayqut sma/ayfy wdaror Hr
ST fohd YRR el TIRT; TE 3oT EoRT & 8 Teh ¢ ToTdeh ATCTH § 3 UGS 91 T &
Sty ‘1t AT 37T 3Tl ATATRSTeh 31X 3TV &G A Seofcl FIT T HRETOT T AT Aot

FT T 918 @1 AT

e The cases that eventually came before the court involved claims by at least 50 OBC
candidates who had appeared in Civil Services Examinations (CSE) since 2015 and were
excluded from consideration for an OBC-reserved post after the DoPT classified them as part
of the creamy layer solely based on their parents’ income.

3Ad: T & GHET 3T AHA H HH-T-F 50 OBC 7374t & gra anfAer &, fSiegiar
2015 & T&faer Jar qdem3it (CSE) 7 a1 foram a1 3R 58 DoP T & dhael 3+7h ATAT-Rar &y
31T & TR 9T Sh1AT o T TR & Fafiehe et & d1e OBC-HRA U & foIw faam & argy o
e |

e The Supreme Court found that the DoPT was incorrectly applying the income test for this
category of OBC candidates and directed the government to create supernumerary posts for
the OBC candidates to whom the income test had been applied with what it called “hostile
discrimination,” and allot them services according to their ranks in their respective CSE years.

Hafee #ArTerd = 9T foh DoPT 38 Al & OBC 3787l uX 3 GHaTor rerd adid & o Y
TaT o7 3R TR &Y fAder fom fF 3 OBC 373adat & foIv 31f®&d 9g (supernumerary
posts) Giotd faT ST, Totel 9T 3T q018T0T 38 YehR 1] foham a1 AT foidt wamamerd o “wfeger
AT (hostile discrimination)” FgT, TUT 3w 3efeh HatIcd CSE asit # Wreet {eh & 31TaR
{ATT 3Tafed HI ST |

What are the criteria for exclusion?

afysaor & ATTEs F4T §?

e The creamy layer concept among OBCs emerged from the Supreme Court’s 1992 ruling in
the Indra Sawhney case, which paved the way for the implementation of OBC reservations.
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OBC & &I YT SR Y ITTErRON Tafed ~AToT & 1992 & SgT WIge! AHS & $hel ¥ TTHeT
31TS, fSTs OBC 31RETUT & SiiTea et T AR YEA foha|

The idea was to exclude OBC candidates whose families had accumulated social and
economic privileges over the years from the benefits of reservation.

ZHHT 36T VA OBC 37-ITIT Y 3TRETUT & T8 A TR I@AT AT, foreTeh IRERT o gt & ghrer
o 3R e RwteR 31fSa 2 o 2

Such candidates came to be described as belonging to the “creamy layer”.

Y 3737faT iy “Preft S & IR AT Sy o9

To clarify which categories of OBC candidates would fall under the creamy layer, the DoPT
issued an Office Memorandum [(OM), a guiding charter] in September 1993, laying down the
criteria for exclusion.

Jg TASE ¥ & v far OBC 3797t i pla-aY AT st oR—R & 37d9Td 3maefY, DoPT &
fATER 1993 I Tsh HRTAT A (OM) STRY fomam, Toaet sfgsaor & Ares fuiRa fhe arw)

The OM prescribed several categories of exclusion, including children of senior constitutional,
judicial, government and armed forces officers.

U HRATAT ATYA H STESHI0T T g ATORT TR Fr 915, Se197 aliss gaufasw, =i,
AT 3 T Tat F FRFIRET F a2 ofr anfder &

Besides this, the DoPT also prescribed a crucial income or wealth test, applicable to people in
the salaried professional class or engaged in trade; people holding plantations, vacant land
and/or buildings in urban areas; and people whose parents held posts in Central or State
PSUs where the equivalence of these posts with government service posts had not yet been
established.

38 JHTARerd, DOPT o Teh HgedqoT Hr AT Hafer qator off THeiRa fora, St dasreief 9eaw
3T o QAT AT SATIR 3 o131 A, FTRTIAT, Wit 3177 3R/ 2redr 8137 7 73T T@et atel alielt, aam
TH oaTT O ST YT AT Toteteh ATAT-FAAT el A1 o W o &7 & 39haAl (PSUs) 7 0
gel R & fSeTehl TRaIY Tar & 9&i & A1 FHehaTar 313l ae eia s1gh & a1s ot

It is this last category, that is, children of parents holding posts in Central or State PSUs or in
private employment, that the court delivered its March 11 judgment.

T T 11 AT T haell 34T AT ol 31ATd Hdir 91 TsF PSUs 3rgar st & &7
FRRF ATT-Far & qeai, & Fafed 4|

What was the problem with the 1993 OM and 2004 letter?
1993 & OM 31T 2004 & g # Fa1 gAEAT A2

Under the 1993 DoPT OM on the income/wealth test for OBC reservations, a candidate would
be considered part of the creamy layer if their parents’ gross family income exceeded the
prescribed limit for three consecutive years, or if they possessed wealth above the exemption
limit prescribed under the Wealth Tax Act, 1957.

OBC 3TIR&T0T & foIw 3ma/gutey adieTor Eaefy 1993 & DoPT OM & dgd [T 31sr2ff a1 hrar
SRR 1 fear AT Sirar afe 39 ATar-Rar i awe RER® 3 aermar i ast aw @Fuiia
A & 3rfaF g, a1 3o ure - wfafawa, 1957 & dgd Ui g dier & it qufa
grar|

The income limit, which was %1 lakh when the 1993 OM was issued, was revised several
times and now stands at %8 lakh, with the last revision having come in 2017.

1993 & OM ST g1t & TAT 31T AT 1 o oY, T s I G foam arar 31k 319 I8 28
o g 3ifas geiversT 2017 & foram arar am)

Importantly, the 1993 DoPT OM specified that income from salaries and agricultural land
should be excluded when applying the income/wealth test, with income from other sources
such as property, business, or capital gains being considered.
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Hgcaqul &9 &, 1993 % DoPT OM # faifée faharm aram o foh ma/eafer gdi&Tor o] o &
daet 3R FT o7ffr & gt arel 3mr Y aTeR 1@ e wifew, Stafe Fuf, sgawr A deferd e
SIE 37 Gt & g1t aTell 317 a1 LfHer fohar STrerm =g e

e However, in October 2004, the DoPT issued a letter meant to clarify issues that had arisen in
interpreting the 1993 OM.

REUCH 3¢S 2004 H DoPT o 1993 & OM & A&l H 3coe] gU aqui &I TISE T
36520 ¥ U uF Y |

e In paragraph 9 of this letter, the DoPT took up the issue of how to calculate income for the
income/wealth test for OBCs whose parents were in Central or State PSUs where
equivalence of posts had not yet been established.

S8 U7 o WRIITE 9 H DoPT = $8 Heg, i 31T o W OBC 31e-af¥ai o fow smry/eaier adretor
€T 37T T AT0TAT Y ST, TSeTeh AAT-TIAT T AT AT PSUs # 0 gei W & fSeTehr ug-
Wﬂmﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ?’?ﬁl

e The DoPT seemed to suggest that income from salaries was to be counted to determine if the
income was above the prescribed threshold for three consecutive years.

DoPT & Ig Tehd feam fop g e TRa axat & v aaar @ 1 arelt 3T &) oft anfdver fvam s
IITRT o5 AT 37T IR eT aut deh [eTiRa Tvar & 318 W gl

e The threshold was subsequently revised to %8 lakh per year in 2017.
3T 916, 2017 & Ig AT TANAT Fh 8 @ wfay a§ = &y 775 |

¢ In the 2026 ruling, the Division Bench noted that until the government establishes equivalence
between the posts of Central or State PSUs and government services, the income/wealth test
must continue to apply equally.

2026 F e H WsUIS o7 Figl o T deh TIHR He T IT AT PSUs F e i TRAIT JaT3il &
el o s gHwETaT freTRe St Ych, e T EaT TeToT FATT §9 § SE] glaTr 6=l
EIRY!

How did the Supreme Court interpret the income test?

Hafed ~ATATT F 31 98707 Y gTE=AT Fa hI?

e The March 11 Union of India vs Rohith Nathan judgment said that OBC candidates whose
parents work in PSUs or the private sector, where the government has yet to establish
equivalence of posts with government services, cannot be treated differently from OBC
candidates in other categories under the creamy layer exclusion criteria.

11 AR & Union of India vs Rohith Nathan %&er & &g a7 fa 08 OBC 3730t fSeteh ATr-
AT PSUs a1 foistt 819 # sRIXa § 3R S8l TR o 3737 deh Tar ahl TXeRT JaT3if & a1
FHFETAT AR 78T T &, 378 ST o1 & IS0l Ales & dgd 3T AT0T & OBC
FITEIT A 3T Tk F 7A€ 4@ AT TRl

e Significantly, the Supreme Court ruled that the income/wealth test component of the exclusion
exercise must be seen and operated as a “residual filter”, adding that salaries and agricultural
incomes had been consciously left out while applying this test under the 1993 OM.

FEcaqul ¥ §, Hafed =armerd o e fe for afgeantor i wfshar ¥ sma/safy adiaror 1 v
“Iraflrse sarelt (residual filter)” & &9 # @ 3R 19 T ST AT, AT &1 3HA gl o
1993 & OM & dgd H YIETOT bl T3] ¥l FHY AT 3R FT I FY TATHST qE T@T 34T
1|

e The court found that while the 1993 OM was clear about excluding income from salaries from
the calculation of the income/wealth test, the 2004 letter appeared to call for its inclusion in
circumstances that were not clearly specified.

AT = qraT foh 78T 1993 &1 OM 3TRI/EY T TI&T0T T IT0TAT T adeT ¥ &let aTell 3T F) ael
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@ & T H TASE AT, gar 2004 &7 97 04T gRIEATAIT 7 38 nfFer e 1 a1 Hear v
grar a1 foieg Tase ®9 & fAfese 18T fomar aram ar|

The court went on to note that the interpretation of the 1993 OM, read with the 2004 letter,
had led to “hostile discrimination” between the children of those in government service and
those in PSUs or private employment.

TSI o 33T &gl foh 1993 & OM &Y 2004 & T o HTY T IS SHTEAT & HRUT AIHRT Jar 7
FIATA AN & Feat 3R PSUs A1 f¥sh &1 F Friva et & a=at & @i “gfage dqema”
B?CIFI'§'3-1TI

Without establishing equivalence of posts, the income test, including salaries, was being
applied to rule out OBC candidates whose parents were not in government service, while
OBC candidates whose parents were in government service were being subjected to a test
that did not include salaries.

el Y FHeRET AR fehT T, At it enfirer e §U 3 weror 347 OBC 318l
STE et & forw o] famar T T@T T foreteh ATa-Faar Sy §ar & o167 &, Safes SRRy ar 7
AT HIT-TAAT alel OBC 313012t ax T SRIGTOT off] fohalm ST T@T T fSIefal dcfet ol enfdver
el T ST am|

This is what the court had described as “hostile discrimination”.

AT o 34 1 “gfcreher Sigeima” er AT

The court said, “Treating the children of those employed in PSUs or private employment, etc.,
as being excluded from the benefit of reservation only on the basis of their income derived
from salaries, and without reference to their posts (whether Group A or B, or Group C or D)

would certainly lead to hostile discrimination between parties who are similarly placed and
would amount to equals being treated unequally.”

FIATAT o7 hgl, “PSUs AT fASiT &1 311 3 IR 9T o I<dl &l haol ddel @ ICd 3T AT
o JTUR W 3R 3eTeh G&i—d1g 3 J9 A IT B 31YaT 9 C AT D gi—hr Hee! forw 3= memor &
AT G &6 TG A Rad &7 & AT A arel geit & o wfagrer Agea &l STod o 3R
THTT SN & T 3TTHTT IIgR el & JHT gam|”

The court had directed the Centre to implement this reading of the income test within six
months by creating supernumerary posts for the petitioners, who were OBC candidates in the
Civil Services Examinations and had been excluded from the creamy layer on account of their
parents’ salaries alone.

AT o ehg; I TG fem AT foh g &g AT & $fiay 3 qaTor T 3 SATEAT HY aH] 7,
forass fow anfaemrendisit & fore srfreea ug giard fare o, & anferemrendt fafaer ar ademsit
& OBC 37T & 3R shdel 319aY ATT-TUAT & AdT & HROT FHIAT AT & IMYUR W T H 6T
T Y|

The parents were working in public sector undertakings or the private sector.

3o 37U & ATAT-TIdT ATdeiford 81 & 39sHAt a1 st 89 & FRRA I

Did the Centre try to implement the Supreme Court’s directions?

FAT &5 A Fated wArATer & f&Ri Y o] Fa 7 5709 FFam?

The Supreme Court’s ruling in the Rohith Nathan case was a watershed moment for this
category of OBCs, who had said that the issue had been pending for more than a decade.

e et AT H Fafed =Ar—Terd 1 Hhaem OBC $1 37 AU & fav ves Ageaqet favias s
o, TieTehT shg=T UT o Ig Hegm Ueh axreh A T T & i 7|

As per the Supreme Court’s direction, the Union government was supposed to issue further
instructions in pursuance of the court’s reading of the income test component — on how the
supernumerary posts must be created and how the existing strength of the services must be
adjusted to accommodate them.
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gafea wamaTer & f&er & 3TN, % TN H AT TH&T0T & e & Tt 7 wArery H
SITEAT o 3TTRT 33T oh foider STy tet & — o arfaferer 9g (supernumerary posts) faa
TehR it ot STt AT 3R 3o HHATANTST it o TlT Janait &t #Hister d&dm # fohd Jeh
HATASTS fhaT SIT=TT TR T

According to government records, the Union Ministry of Personnel, Pensions and Public
Grievances wrote to the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment on June 3, seeking
advice on implementing the directions of the Rohith Nathan judgment.

TN JHfForal & ITaR, Ffera, Feret 3R dltes Reprare #are o 3 51 &1 aenfors =4 3
FrfraRaT FaTer &1 97 fomget Afgd A1 el & il 1 o] lel & Haer 7 Hellg Al |

The Personnel Ministry told the Social Justice Secretary that the Allocation of Business Rules
provide for the Social Justice Ministry to formulate policy on reservations and that it was
therefore seeking “clarification/action” in this regard.

FITHS FATAT o ATASTF =TT JiT &Y gdrAT o Allocation of Business Rules & AR
31ReToT Gt Y IR FIa T e1R-ca FreTfores = A7 & Aiar a1 g 3R safov ag 5@
T H “TTEHIOT/FRATE” T AT a1 ET &

The Personnel Ministry further sought “advice on instructions to be adopted or notified” by the
DoPT.

FIfHe AT & 3T DoPT G@RT 39T A7 g fre Sy arer frdelt & warer & “wemg”
HrafY|
As of August 19, the Centre’s position before the Central Administrative Tribunal in a matter

identical to that of the aggrieved OBC candidates in the Rohith Nathan case was that it was
in the process of implementing the March 11 judgment.

19 30T o, FERT Fenafa® FTAFHI0T & FeAeT Afed AT AT F Nifsd OBC 3133t &
AT Teh HAHC! 3 g, 1 &@ e AT & a8 11 A & At Y o) % $1 afgan 7 7|

However, a few days later, the DoPT filed an application highlighting why it was seemingly
impossible to follow the Supreme Court’s directions and the issues that were arising in
implementing them retrospectively.

glellieh, FS f&ail §Tg DOPT = Teh 37TdesT G foha, fSresl g i a1 foh Fafeer =aramerd o
TSR AT TefeT AT YcllcTel: T 3T8Td AT 3R 3¢ T T F A Fa 7 hlel-ahlet A
HATATV 397 &F Ter il

In this application, the Centre said that despite its efforts to create the supernumerary posts
as called for in the Rohith Nathan judgment, it was facing an increasing number of claims
for adjustment, issues of seniority arising from such adjustments, and concerns that even this
exercise could be “unfair” to a different category of OBC candidates and candidates of “all
categories, including the unreserved category”.

S e #H e o Tl o A et Sarer & 317AR rfaRerd ue Giod wie & 38 vt &
S1aS[G, 38 AT & [T Sec §&a1 # ardl, W FARINSTAT & 3ctoe asaar Hat FrREanat,
T 38 AT T AHAT AT U @7 AT 6 g Ufshar OBC 379t &ir wes 3rerer Aot 3k “ash
AforaY, e srarfara soft off enfer ¥ & et & ary “srgfera” g dehcht 81

The Centre noted that since the March 11 judgment, 22 other judgments have been issued by
courts applying the principles laid out in Rohith Nathan.

&g o 3eerd AT o 11 AT & el & 916 8 ~arrerd ganT Afe Araer 7 fraiie Rguiat &
ST P EV 22 317 el FoATT ST Ih & |
In addition, the DoPT said that 12 new cases have been filed seeking reconsideration of OBC

non-creamy layer status under the Rohith Nathan principles, by candidates who had not
previously approached the courts.

38 ATAREd, DoPT o el foh TH 31t ganT 12 av A g fovw 710 €, Siegiel dger
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FATATEIT T $@ AAgT [T AT 3R S Afg AT o RAgyiar & ded OBC Ala-sh1aT s Rufar
TR AT T AT FRE

o However, OBC candidates who spoke to The Hindu argued that the Centre’s reluctance to
implement the directions does not appear to make sense.

gTaiiten, & fog & STaia &t aTel OBC 33t o e f&am ok et ot ey aveet 31 g ahr
srforesT adwaTa gelta ¢t gl

e These candidates have asked why the DoPT had not mentioned these larger issues with
implementation earlier.

o1 31301 = goT & foh DOPT o hraileadiel & S[ST 51 ST WHEATHT T Scoid Tgel FT 161
[ERIE

e These candidates have noted that the older reading of the income test — the one that the
court said practised “hostile discrimination” — was being applied only by the DoPT, and that
too arbitrarily.

o1 3131 o Seole fonam ¥ 7o 3Ty T iaToT Y [l sarEar — 58 =A™  “hostile
discrimination” (FaTqot AEHTT) T TUT T UT — dhael DoPT G@RT 9] I SIT TET AT 3R 7%
off AFH ST A

What happens next?
3T 3T T g2

e Along with the application that the DoPT has filed setting out the difficulties it was facing in
implementing the Rohith Nathan judgment’s directions, especially retrospectively, the Union
government had filed a separate application, seeking that it be allowed to continue allotting
services as per the old reading of the income test for CSE 2025 candidates, and seeking
clarification on how to implement the directions.

DoPT ZaRT AR arerst hwwer & e, [ &9 & 3¢ qaeardy &9 & o9 ¥et H HTHA 3T Y
maﬁmgwﬁ?@mma?w,éawﬁwmmmwm
o7, TSt 31aRTer feham a1 o7 T3 38 CSE 2025 & 3rsafdat & fow 3my adietor & g sarear
o 3TTER AT T e SINT e 1 HeTAT &1 ST 3R AT t w19] dtet o olieh o1

TISEIROT fear ST |

e The Centre said that more than 950 CSE 2025 candidates were about to start their
Foundation Course and that they had been recommended based on the old reading of the
income test.

ehe; o et foh CSE 2025 & 950 & e et 377eT Bhr3seret et & et arel & 3R 3¢ 3
TRYBTOT T TRTAT SITET & TR I ST Foham arm 2T

e The DoPT argued, in this application, that the retrospective application of the judgment was
specifically running into the issues mentioned above.

DOPT o 38 3TdceT 7 cieh e o thafel T qaedTdt &7 & @] FYa 7 [IAY ¥ § IR 3fear@d
FATATC ATHeT 31T T A |
¢ The Supreme Court has now said it will consider setting up a Bench to hear the Centre’s

request for clarification on how to implement its directions and its request to allow the
allotment of services to CSE 2025 candidates to continue as settled for the time being.

Hafed #ArTe o 379 g1 & % ag 379e) el &l offe] &t & dlish IX g & TISENFOT &
IO TAUT ThoTgTel T SHTEUT o 3THR CSE 2025 & 3rs-qfHAT i Qanait 7 raeat SR @
T ITTHATT St et 3 IR I FoAaTs & foIT Ueh We 1St et oR Farar |

e However, in the other application filed along with this, the Centre has asked for clarification on
how to implement the direction overall.
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gTalTeh, HH WY ERIX fahT 91T GER TG 3 g of THI T & FAder &Y o) F:e & alidy W
FqSEHIOT AT B

e |t has further argued that there might be some value in including income from salaries, as in
some cases it might be the “sole intelligible differentia” between two OBC candidates from
“similar social backgrounds”.

3 3T ek fer & o AT § g1t aTelY 31T 1 QMRS et & Fo 3T g Tohell &, FiTh
O ATHC! 7 Ig “HHATA HIHTTSAH JSSHA” aTel & OBC AT & ol “wahaATy arerarsg
fastes” & T Tl

e |t has also argued that, in the absence of salary consideration, some cases might lead to
OBC candidates with parents earning up to %1 crore being considered non-creamy layer.

351 Ig &1 cieh feram ¥ Toh Aol Y €1t & o T@a b1 Feufdl 7 o Aevel 7 T OBC it
T AlA-SHIHT oI ATAT ST T &, TSTeTeh ATT-TIAT ShF AT T 03 dF ¢

* Now, the question is: how far will the Supreme Court’s March 11 verdict reach?

31 9T g & fob Felfear =amarery o 11 A & el &7 9811a el g7 o Tgaam?
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31A8 | Four attempts for MBBS cover supplementary exams: court

MBBS ¥ faw I warat & gy qdan? #ff enfder: samarery

Four attempts for MBBS cover
supplementary exams: court
iGS Il: Governance |

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Both regular and supple-
mentary examinations
count towards the “four at-
tempts within four years”
rule for clearing the First
Professional MBBS Degree
examination, the Kerala
High Court recently held.
Justice Bechu Kurian
Thomas found that a can-
didate could avail of only
four attempts, whether
regular or supplementary
exams, and no further op-
portunity could be granted
once those attempts had
been exhausted. This was
evident from the Graduate
Medical Education Regula-
tion, 2023, and the guide-

Petitioner in Kerala
had contended that
the four attempts
prescribed in rules
must be interpreted
as regular exams

lines prescribed by the Na-
tional Medical Commission
(NMC), the court stated.

The court said regula-
tions framed by academic
bodies should not be sub-
jected to casual judicial in-
terference, especially
when the issue concerned
medical students, whose
competence affects public
health and safety.

The petitioner, a first-
year medical student from

Kollam, contended that the
four attempts prescribed
in the rules must be inter-
preted as regular exams
and should not include
supplementary exams. She
had not cleared the course,
having failed in three sub-
jects and used up all four
attempts.

She had sought direc-
tions to write the next First
Professional MBBS Degree
examination, either as a
mercy chance or as a
chance available to her
within the four years.

The State government,
Kerala University of Health
Sciences, UGC, and NMC
opposed granting any le-
niency based on the

regulations.
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31A8. Four attempts for MBBS cover supplementary exams: court

MBBS & faw ar vt & que adiemd sft enfer: samarera

Both regular and supplementary examinations count towards the “four attempts within four
years” rule for clearing the First Professional MBBS Degree examination, the Kerala High
Court recently held.

el 3T ~ AT & §Tel &1 el foh JUH caradiash MBBS f3aft adiet 3ciiot &vtet o ferw oy
“TR Fut F M TR 9 & e & i 3R @, 2kt aliemait s e foar S|

Justice Bechu Kurian Thomas found that a candidate could avail of only four attempts,
whether regular or supplementary exams, and no further opportunity could be granted once
those attempts had been exhausted.

=g g FRAT GiaAw =1 I o o 3t st g e a1 quer 9diet & &9 # had 9r
YATHT T 7GR T TohdT & 3R 37 JARAT & TATCH g1 1ot & a1, 1S AfaRepd 3/@aTR vereT
TE1 TR ST FehdT|

This was evident from the Graduate Medical Education Regulation, 2023, and the
guidelines prescribed by the National Medical Commission (NMC), the court stated.

FIATAT =1 el foh I a1 Graduate Medical Education Regulation, 2023 3R Isdr
Rrferear 3maer (N\MC) garT faeiRa feanfade & Tuse g &1

The court said regulations framed by academic bodies should not be subjected to casual
judicial interference, especially when the issue concerned medical students, whose
competence affects public health and safety.

ITATerd o gl foh AaTT0e Tl ganrT 910 910 A 7 sretaeas ~anfs geaaly =g fhar
ST AR T, TAAY & & I S« AT FAfhcdr STa1 & afd &1, Fifh 37T GaTdT FasA s
FATEYT X G T FeATa Ll 5

The petitioner, a first year medical student from Kollam, contended that the four attempts
prescribed in the rules must be interpreted as regular exams and should not include
supplementary exams.

IR, ST Pleerd i TUH IV I RAifecar omEr Y, & g & fe st 7 fauifia ar
YATHT hT SITEAT Shael A THd T3 & & H T Sl T1feT 3R SHH ITeh BT i enfder
TET TohaT SITeTT TTfeT |

She had not cleared the course, having failed in three subjects and used up all four attempts.
€ TTSUhHH SelI0T LT T Fehl oY, Fifeh ag elter Farwat & aregefiot g1 15 oY 3R 39t @l =R
TATHT T 3TN T T Y|

She had sought directions to write the next First Professional MBBS Degree examination,
either as a mercy chance or as a chance available to her within the four years.

38 JHaTell ¥UH sqrawrtas MBBS Baft et & doat & forw forder &= ot 3reqer fomam ar, =g
38 AT & YR 9T 3T S T F IT IR I 7 3737 & $ay 39 3198 & 9 H AT S0

The State government, Kerala University of Health Sciences, UGC, and NMC opposed
granting any leniency based on the regulations.

T FUhR, el TRy faer faeafaeamers, UGC 3R NMC o foi#T & 3 o fandr ot
TR < RATId e sire <1 farier foham|
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India, Uzbekistan elevate strategic relationship

Uzbekistan is at heart of India’s engagement in
Central Asia, says PM Modi during two-day visit

Press !ru! o’ E!na UPI, and education.

TASHKENT

ndia and Uzbekistan
l on Sunday decided to

elevate their ties to a
comprehensive strategic
partnership and set a tar-
get of $5 billion in annual
trade by 2030 following
talks between Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and Uz-
bek President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev.

The two sides inked 11
agreements for boosting
engagement in several key
sectors, including mining
and tourism, and agreed to
establish a framework for
long-term supply of Urani-
um from Uzbekistan to In-
dia in line with coopera-
tion in the civil nuclear
energy sector.

The talks focused on ex-
panding cooperation in
areas of critical minerals,
mining, defence and secur-
ity, agriculture, pharma-
ceuticals, digital public in-
frastructure,  including

31A8.

“We are celebrating the
15 anniversary of our stra-
tegic partnership. I am de-
lighted that, on this special
occasion, we are elevating
our ties to the level of a

comprehensive strategic
partnership,” Mr. Modi
said.

“We will move forward
by setting concrete goals
within this framework,” he
said.

Mr. Modi said both sides
will also elevate their exist-
ing joint commission from
the level of secretaries to
that of ministerial level.

Mr. Mirziyoyev said Uz-
bekistan is determined to
boost ties with India in di-
verse sectors. “We are aim-
ing to advance cooperation
in sectors such as energy,
culture, critical minerals,
pharmaceuticals, jewel-
lery, and agriculture,” the
Uzbek President said.

The current volume of
bilateral trade between the
two nations is over $1

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Uzbekistan President Shavkat
Mirziyoyev after receiving the country’s highest national award. ANl

billion.

“Uzbekistan is at the
heart of Central Asia and is
at the heart of India’s en-
gagement in the region,”
Mr. Modi said.

The Prime Minister ad-
ded: “A stronger India-Uz-
bekistan partnership will
be a powerful force for
peace, progress and pros-
perity in Central Asia.”

Delving into the ambi-
tious agenda of future
cooperation between the

two sides, Mr. Modi said In-
dia and Uzbekistan will en-
courage their defence in-
dustries to look at
co-development and co-
production of military
hardware.

A joint statement said
the two leaders agreed to
expand cooperation in the
field of critical minerals
through the implementa-
tion of joint projects in geo-
logical exploration, min-
ing, mineral processing,

Two countries plan comphrehensive strategic
partnership; set $5 billion trade target by 2030

\

and the development of in-
tegrated value chains.

“The close defence and
security cooperation bet-
ween our two countries re-
flects our deep mutual
trust. In the future, we will
promote direct linkages,
co-production, and co-de-
velopment between our
defence industries,” Mr.
Modi said.

“We believe that terro-
rism, extremism, and sepa-
ratism pose serious chal-
lenges to the entire
region,” Mr. Modi said.
“Maintaining a policy of ze-
ro tolerance against these
threats has been, and will
continue to be, our shared
resolve.”

A Letter of Intent for the
restoration and conserva-
tion of the Buddhist sites of
Fayaz Tepa and Kara Tepa
in Uzbekistan was also
agreed upon. These an-
cient Buddhist monaster-
ies in southern Uzbekistan
highlight how Buddhism
spread along the Silk Road

India, Uzbekistan elevate strategic relationship

RA 3R IsafrEarT o WEifa®w @9t F) I=1a fFar

and flourished in Central
Asia.

Pact on UPI payments
The two sides announced
that a commercial pact was
firmed up between NPCI
International Payments Ltd
(NIPL) and Uzbekistan’s
National Interbank Pro-
cessing Centre JSC to ena-
ble UPI apps of India to
scan Uzbekistan’s national
QR (UZQR) for making mer-
chant payments in the Cen-
tral Asian nation.

The announcements in-
cluded a grant of $1 million
for afforestation in the Aral
Sea region.

Mr. Modi landed in Tash-
kent on Saturday on a two-
day visit to bolster ties with
Uzbekistan.

In his opening remarks
at the bilateral talks, the
Prime Minister also made a
mention of the “productive
talks” he had with the Uz-
bek President over dinner
last night.

“We had a productive

Two sides agree to establish a framework for
supply of Uranium from Uzbekistan to India

discussion over dinner last
night and took several im-
portant decisions.” “We
will establish a Coordina-
tion Council at the level of
Foreign Ministers to pro-
vide direction to all aspects
of our cooperation through
close coordination,” Mr.
Modi said.

Amid a complex geopol-
itical ~ situation,  they
stressed the need for a
free, open and rules-based
international order, build-
ing on their multilateral
cooperation, a joint state-
ment said.

“The leaders highly ap-
preciated the progress
achieved in regional coop-
eration and reaffirmed
their commitment to furth-
er strengthening engage-
ment within Central Asia-
India format at the level of
Heads of States and other
levels,” the statement ad-
ded.

PM VISITS MEMORIAL
» PAGE 4

¢ India and Uzbekistan on Sunday decided to elevate their ties to a comprehensive strategic
partnership and set a target of $5 billion in annual trade by 2030 following talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev.

R 3R 3eefFeae o IFIR F ger=Ta dAig A 371 3eafheae & Tseufa arawd
ﬁﬁmﬁa%éﬁg@aﬁ%mmﬁdﬁﬁaﬁmmﬁmm%wawm
ﬁTZOSOWWWﬁSWﬁWWWWH&WmWI

e The two sides inked 11 agreements for boosting engagement in several key sectors, including
mining and tourism, and agreed to establish a framework for long-term supply of Uranium
from Uzbekistan to India in line with cooperation in the civil nuclear energy sector.
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alett gait o Wetel AR et Aigd S T &1 & TgANT el & foIv 11 FAglal X gEer
T 3R 3T IRATT] ST &7 & AT oh 376 Soaichecllel ¥ HRcT bl T forasr
e amqfet & fov v T Ta1fid #e 9 HEATd sgewd

The talks focused on expanding cooperation in areas of critical minerals, mining, defence
and security, agriculture, pharmaceuticals, digital public infrastructure, including UPI,
and education.

ardt & Ageayet @iasi, @arer, T va geam, F, 3hfE, upl afea BiSe adafas saacaen
3 TeT & 8331 & TgAT To W AT e fhar |

“We are celebrating the 15th anniversary of our strategic partnership.

“§H 391 YoTAifarer WIgigRY & 15dt a¥eris AT @ 2

| am delighted that, on this special occasion, we are elevating our ties to the level of a
comprehensive strategic partnership,” Mr. Modi said.

T THeTT ¢ [ 30 TR 38R TR g9 30 Hatll &7 ST T0Telifore St & T d
Soold A IQ o, AT HIGT o FgTl
“We will move forward by setting concrete goals within this framework,” he said.

3giel gl “BH 3 TIRWT & 3dTd o1 oI fAuTRa w3d ey agar|”

Mr. Modi said both sides will also elevate their existing joint commission from the level of
secretaries to that of ministerial level.

A1 FEY 2 T o el TaT e Hisfer HYF AT &l T T A FHAY T Aeh 8 Sl |
Mr. Mirziyoyev said Uzbekistan is determined to boost ties with India in diverse sectors.

At fATSde o e o seafear faffiee &E & s & arer eyt F 7oqa F:a & v
EIGECARS

“We are aiming to advance cooperation in sectors such as energy, culture, critical minerals,
pharmaceuticals, jewellery, and agriculture,” the Uzbek President said.

3ode sgafd o Fgl, ‘G Featl, HEFfd, Ageaqur @iera, sitwferad, smerwor sik iy S et &
HEINT Y 3T &1 T e WA 81"
The current volume of bilateral trade between the two nations is over $1 billion.

aleAT 3Rt o o< TN gfavafir SUTIR 1 TR 1 3R STel § 3w T

“Uzbekistan is at the heart of Central Asia and is at the heart of India’s engagement in the
region,” Mr. Modi said.

A AEY A gl “IoafhedriT AT TRIATF Fg & ¢ 31X 57 a7 & sRa A /ey F g 7 st
K

The Prime Minister added: “A stronger India-Uzbekistan partnership will be a powerful force
for peace, progress and prosperity in Central Asia.”

TUTTHAT 1 el “Th Fgo HN-3oa [hedle AHGRT FLT THRIAT H Aifd, Jorfer 3R Fogefer o
fore ueh erfFaemel afed geft”

Delving into the ambitious agenda of future cooperation between the two sides, Mr. Modi said
India and Uzbekistan will encourage their defence industries to look at co-development and
co-production of military hardware.

SIAT geit & S 1T~ & Agcarepielr W?Uﬁ?wﬁw@ﬁmysﬁmﬁﬁm%
AR 3R FoafrEdmst 39e T&T 3eaen A d=7 3ol & wg-Rem 3R wg-3caea &
HHTTATHT IR IR ¥t & forw Sicanfad et

A joint statement said the two leaders agreed to expand cooperation in the field of critical

minerals through the implementation of joint projects in geological exploration, mining,
mineral processing, and the development of integrated value chains.

Teh HYeFd STl 3 HeT IAT o Glefl A1 o Fgeaqot @iarsil o & & Ao IHedyoT, Geied,
Gietot THERIOT IR ThIFd Hed @1t & fare 37 G IRAVSA31T & Friead &
AETH ¥ FgAT 9e I HEAT derd |
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“The close defence and security cooperation between our two countries reflects our deep
mutual trust.

AR At 30 & ey aferss Teim AR G TEAT §AR e IRETR feard 1 g

In the future, we will promote direct linkages, co-production, and co-development between our
defence industries,” Mr. Modi said.

HIAST 3 g 319 T&TT AT F T TegaT HUH, Hg-3ca1est 3R - &I sgrar &, s
HIET A gl

“We believe that terrorism, extremism, and separatism pose serious challenges to the entire
region,” Mr. Modi said.

A FEY 7 hgT, “GART HlolT & Toh ITcAhaTe, 33aTE FR HeeTEarg I &7 & forw 7ei) gt
3ol I & 17

“Maintaining a policy of zero tolerance against these threats has been, and will continue to be,
our shared resolve.”

‘Gl G & G YrT-ATFSILAT Y AT TATT TGAT ART AT Hehed TgT & 3R 3737 3 911"
A Letter of Intent for the restoration and conservation of the Buddhist sites of Fayaz Tepa
and Kara Tepa in Uzbekistan was also agreed upon.

SoafehEdTel # BATSr 29T AR FRT T & Fleer Tyl F TAveR AR AWEI0T & fHT T Arerr-a=
(Letter of Intent) UX & TgATa Tl |

These ancient Buddhist monasteries in southern Uzbekistan highlight how Buddhism spread
along the Silk Road and flourished in Central Asia.

cfaroft 3eaferedrs 7 feud 3 ardiie dlqy 75 58 aTd &I 3Wifehd #Xd & 1 w4 RAed WS &
HIEAA § ey € T THR EHT 3R ALY TRIAT H Fell-Fell|

Pact on UPI payments
UPI $T3TcTel 9X FHAS LT

The two sides announced that a commercial pact was formed up between NPCI
International Payments Ltd (NIPL) and Uzbekistan’s National Interbank Processing Centre
JSC to enable UPI apps of India to scan Uzbekistan’s national QR (UZQR) for making
merchant payments in the Central Asian nation.

gt geft & 'wor Y fF NPCI International Payments Ltd (NIPL) 31 3safereda &
National Interbank Processing Centre JSC & &<l Ue arfoifeaes @Hsiiar faar mar g, foas
AIETH F HRA & UP| UoH HEF TRIATS 20 & AR $ITclTel et & fow Seafehert &
IWET QR (UZQR) T TheT T Tohal |

The announcements included a grant of $1 million for afforestation in the Aral Sea region.
ENVOTI3AT 3 3Ter AR & 3 Flior & ToIT 1 FATRIET STeR o 37efaleT i BivoT 8ff emfder |
Mr. Modi landed in Tashkent on Saturday on a two-day visit to bolster ties with Uzbekistan.

A AEY ISARREAT & AL HiT T HAGT A o foIT A ferawier I ) AfAar &1 anerde
g |

9
In his opening remarks at the bilateral talks, the Prime Minister also made a mention of the
“productive talks” he had with the Uzbek President over dinner last night.

&fusfr arat & IRIAS qerded 7 TUTTHAT o Faoel TUd AT & QR Ioadh Tegafd & 9T
B AT “TIeATeA e 1 37 oo fha|
“‘We had a productive discussion over dinner last night and took several important decisions.”

“GHA el el ATAHIST & GRIeT TATedsr =aT 1 3R &% Ageaqot Aot fow |’

“We will establish a Coordination Council at the level of Foreign Ministers to provide
direction to all aspects of our cooperation through close coordination,” Mr. Modi said.

A A 7 T, “gA fager AT & T 9 U GAad 9RWE (Coordination Council) ¥1fid
YA, S TfISs THwad & ATETH W §AR TEAIT & T Tgef3it hl fereim veret iam|”
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e Amid a complex geopolitical situation, they stressed the need for a free, open and rules-
based international order, building on their multilateral cooperation, a joint statement said.

mmmﬁxm,aﬁmﬁam@mmﬂaﬁmm@mﬁ
oI 3R - 3menie HARISErT SqaeyT T ITRITHAT I ol [T, Tl TATT 3 FrgT 17|

o “The leaders highly appreciated the progress achieved in regional cooperation and reaffirmed
their commitment to further strengthening engagement within Central Asia India format at
the level of Heads of States and other levels,” the statement added.

ST & gl a7, ‘ﬁmaﬁﬁmmwﬁgéwﬁﬁrmmﬁaﬂ?wwaﬁam
37 TR R A TRIAT-HRA TR o 37T el FEHIINT bl 3R HTGT et i 3T Flctaeerar

AL

Centre set to wrap
up trade agreement
with Chile this year

T!e Hln!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

India is committed to con-
cluding a “balanced and
mutually beneficial” trade
deal with Chile this year,
the Commerce and Indus-
try Ministry said following
a meeting between Com-
merce Secretary Rajesh
Agrawal and Chile’s Vice-
Minister of International
Economic Relations Paula
Estévez Weinstein.

The meeting took place
on August 26 in Santiago,
Chile, to advance negotia-
tions on the India-Chile
Comprehensive Economic
Partnership  Agreement
(CEPA). India and Chile
had started negotiations
last May following the sign-
ing of the Terms of Refe-
rence on May 8, 2025.

“India remains commit-
ted to concluding the CEPA
negotiations within this
year, with the aim of deli-
vering a balanced and mu-
tually beneficial frame-
work  that  provides
equitable and commercial-
ly meaningful outcomes
for businesses on both
sides,” the Ministry said on
Sunday.

India’s exports to Chile
stood at $1.2 billion in
2025-26, up about 5.8%
from the previous year. Im-

Both sides stressed
the importance of
building on the
growing India-Chile
relationship

ports from Chile, on the
other hand, stood at $5 bil-
lion - 93% higher than in
2024-25.

“The shared identity of
India and Chile as mem-
bers of the Global South,
along with their common
strategic vision, provides a
strong foundation for dee-
pening bilateral economic
cooperation and advanc-
ing shared prosperity,” the
Ministry said.

Both sides emphasised
the importance of building
on the strong and growing
India-Chile relationship
and ensuring that the CE-
PA translates into “con-
crete and commercially
meaningful” opportunities
for businesses on both
sides.

“The Commerce Secre-
tary highlighted the im-
mense potential for en-
hanced economic
cooperation in sectors in-
cluding healthcare, phar-
maceuticals, energy, min-
erals, agriculture,
machinery and engineer-
ing,” the statement said.

31A8. Centre set to wrap up trade agreement with
Chile this year

Fg 50 3¢ Relt & T AR gASar @ A S
#

e Indiais committed to concluding a “balanced and
mutually beneficial” trade deal with Chile this year, the Commerce
and Industry Ministry said following a meeting between Commerce
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal and Chile’s Vice Minister of International
Economic Relations Paula Estévez Weinstein.

a0 Td 3T HATT o el foh AR 38 a¥ F=rell & &y “wgfaa
3R IRENF T @ AFIY” AR FASAET T I & o
gfaeey ¥ Ig 93T aTfvsy Aiaa Teter 3rararer 31X el &
Wﬁﬁmﬁéﬂﬁ@rmﬂsﬁmuﬁﬂsﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬂ%aﬁgﬁ
e oh d1G AT

¢ The meeting took place on August 26 in Santiago, Chile, to
advance negotiations on the India-Chile Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA).

g IS HRA- el s nfds arsierdY wwsild (CEPA) W ardT &
3T SgTet & AT 26 3reTec oA el o Afeama 7 €51

¢ India and Chile had started negotiations last May following
the signing of the Terms of Reference on May 8, 2025.

R 3R el o 8 A 2025 1 Hest ¥ 2t (Terms of Reference)
TR GEATER U STt & dTe; TASel 7S 3 arclT & & Y|

¢ “India remains committed to concluding the CEPA
negotiations within this year, with the aim of delivering a balanced
and mutually beneficial framework that provides equitable and
commercially meaningful outcomes for businesses on both sides,”
the Ministry said on Sunday.

FATG o AT T hgT, “HRA 30 aY & Hiat CEPA aral g #3a &
fore gfcieey &, TSreht Seged T Efeid 3R IREIR &9 3
TTHFHRY ST IR FIAT &, S &lAT Teil & SIaart & forw ~arwarg

3R srEERE w0 § A aRomy gARaa )7

e India’s exports to Chile stood at $1.2 billion in 2025-26, up about 5.8% from the previous
year.
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2025-26 # fRIel sl TR 7 fTeT 1.2 3R STerk TeT, it TSl ay ohT Jofell & oa1879T 5.8%
FfAF T

Imports from Chile, on the other hand, stood at $5 billion — 93% higher than in 2024-25.
Y 3R, el & 87l T AT 5 31 STeX T@T, Sl 2024-25 Y JeedT 7 93% T &

“The shared identity of India and Chile as members of the Global South, along with their
common strategic vision, provides a strong foundation for deepening bilateral economic
cooperation and advancing shared prosperity,” the Ministry said.

HIATAT o hgT, “Telldel A3 F TSTAT & &7 H AR 3 el i arst ggan=t q2m 3 A=
(T gfSe, gfauefa 3nfde Tedter 1 aTedr it X /TS FHET 1 3mT de & fov v

HA HTUR T FHIA g 1"

Both sides emphasised the importance of building on the strong and growing India-Chile
relationship and ensuring that the CEPA translates into “concrete and commercially
meaningful” opportunities for businesses on both sides.

alet gait & FoTe 3R Fecd $Rd-fArely Waul Y 39T So= TUT Ig FiATE I & Hged W SR
T i CEPA gt g&it & caaaral & foav “ar 3 sarawfys v & arde” 3w’ 7 aRafda
gl

“The Commerce Secretary highlighted the immense potential for enhanced economic
cooperation in sectors including healthcare, pharmaceuticals, energy, minerals,
agriculture, machinery and engineering,” the statement said.

ST F gl I, “qAM0e AT o Fareey &, 3iiwfey, 39t @fas, $i, miad sk
SAAINRET A [T 31 & 31T TeANeT e I 379N FHTGT3T T IWiferd BFam”
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A —
State of exception
India must not normalise a culture
of discrimination
l n its first review by the U.N. Committee on

the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
(CERD) since 2007, India has elicited an ex-
pression of “grave concern” about reports of the
law enforcement apparatus resorting to violence
— physical and otherwise — against minority eth-
nic and ethno-religious groups, Dalits, and non-
citizens over the years. The Committee also not-
ed that India, which ratified the International
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Racial Discrimination in 1968, has not provided
detailed and updated information about the
state’s inquiries and sanctions arising from alle-
gations of such violence. While the government
has told CERD that caste bias falls outside Article
1 of the convention because caste is not synony-
mous with race, CERD has allowed all forms of
discrimination based on inherited status. The
Committee’s concerns also span the practice of
manual cleaning of sewers despite a law banning
it; hate speech against, poor living conditions of,
and the mass refoulement of Rohingya Muslims;
the mass deprivation of citizenship via the Na-
tional Register of Citizens; large-scale deletions
from the Special Intensive Revisions of electoral
rolls; the government’s use of the FCRA, UAPA,
AFSPA, and PMLA instruments to hamper the
work of civil society organisations; the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita not expressly criminalising racist
hate speech; and the Forest (Conservation)
Amendment Act exempting “national security”
projects from consultative decision-making.
Given these issues and the fragmented re-
course available, the lack of suitably disaggregat-
ed data on disenfranchised communities, includ-
ing due to a much-delayed Census and the slow
release of NCRB data, has transcended the
bounds of administrative lethargy to actively im-
peding independent checks of India’s claims
about fighting caste- and faith-based discrimina-
tion. In fact, India has been implementing “spe-
cial measures” based on 2011 Census data, which
could mask a regression in the socioeconomic
status of Scheduled Tribes and Adivasis. Together
with the Global Alliance of National Human
Rights Institutions recommending the down-
grade of the NHRC last year, following the govern-
ment appointing police officers to investigative
roles and a lack of pluralism, CERD is effectively
stepping into a vacuum. The road ahead remains
clear, from restoring the NHRC’s independence
and criminalising hate speech to supportive affir-
mative action, collecting and publishing disag-
gregated data, and improving the transparency
of the electoral roll revisions, and strengthening
enforcement overall. But if the government’s at-
tempted use of a technicality to keep the issues of
200 million Dalits a “domestic matter” and avoid
international accountability — and its dismissal of
CERD’s concerns as politically motivated — is any
guide, the task continues to fall to civil society to
exert influence in multilateral fora and sustain
political, legal, and administrative resistance to
government choices that normalise India’s sadly
widespread culture of discrimination of all sorts.

31A8. State of exception
3rqarg @ ffufa

e Inits first review by the U.N. Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination (CERD) since 2007, India has elicited an
expression of “grave concern” about reports of the law enforcement
apparatus resorting to violence — physical and otherwise — against
minority ethnic and ethno-religious groups, Dalits, and non-citizens over
the years.

2007 & §Tg § WYF ASE & AT AT & Seoell qaeh afafa
(CERD) &aRT &I 978 379el Tgoll HHIET H HRc o Hlelel-Tacll a7 SaRI
ANt & IHeTHETS ST T SAdIg-a1fdes Fg!, feat aur I-amiet &
foeeer el 3R 31w yaR &t fgar &1 TeRT forw Sier Ferelt Raief )
“refiT AT sgeFd fohT 1= &1 AT fRaT B

e The Committee also noted that India, which ratified the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial
Discrimination in 1968, has not provided detailed and updated

information about the state’s inquiries and sanctions arising from
allegations of such violence.

FfAfa @ Ig 8 Seora foham o A o 1968 7 T3t YR & A€l fgsa
& SeHe Haet ARSI ATHTHT T et fohar o1, Afehet 38T
T g & 3RIGT & e T & ATd 3R G8TcAs HRasdl & a7
faEqd 3R 31T STTHRY ITelety 7ET 1S B

e While the government has told CERD that caste bias falls
outside Article 1 of the convention because caste is not synonymous

with race, CERD has allowed all forms of discrimination based on
inherited status.

eI THR o CERD & gl & foh STt qaTdrel 31T o 3reedq 1
o ST A FIEX & FTeh ATt w7 T IATY g1 §, CERD & FRATIreT
Ryfa 9 3menfa @eft YR F Ao 1 319+ gRR & TR Far gl

e The Committee’s concerns also span the practice of manual
cleaning of sewers despite a law banning it; hate speech against, poor
living conditions of, and the mass refoulement of Rohingya Muslims;
the mass deprivation of citizenship via the National Register of
Citizens; large-scale deletions from the Special Intensive Revisions of
electoral rolls; the government’s use of the FCRA, UAPA, AFSPA, and
PMLA instruments to hamper the work of civil society organisations; the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita not expressly criminalising racist hate
speech; and the Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act exempting
“national security” projects from consultative decision-making.

FTAT T I oo GaRT TfefeId T SiTet & ararsie HWiast $t Asparer
WHTS T 57T, AT AHATGAT o a8 YOUIETS $HIVOT, IeTehl TR

ShiaT-FEufaat 3R 3o a3 YA IR Faqde TeAqmae« (refoulement); TSET ARTRS AT
(NRC) & HATEIH & 93 YA T ARTRGAT ¥ aferd v Sier; Aeferar giodt & faeiy arger
YaI&TOT (Special Intensive Revisions) @ 93 Y#A 9 +A1H TV ST, AR FHTST HaTos1 &
1T 3 97T STelel & ol TR GaRT FCRA, UAPA, AFSPA 3R PMLA S |ree! & 39319,
AR T WiRAT H FErarel guIrede #1907 Sl TS 9 § 3ORTE o Fel10 STlt; TUT qel
(EeTor) eitere Jrfafarer eanT ‘TS graT @ Heftrd RS @ R HoTg-
STsha & e ferw ST oeh thell g5 8
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Given these issues and the fragmented recourse available, the lack of suitably disaggregated
data on disenfranchised communities, including due to a much-delayed Census and the slow
release of NCRB data, has transcended the bounds of administrative lethargy to actively
impeding independent checks of India’s claims about fighting caste- and faith-based
discrimination.

ST Feel 3R 3Ty Eﬁammaﬁmﬁgtf JiftR-aferd geert & IR 7 gdied
& § efferar 3iiarst T HTa—ToTHeT Ueh HROT ATt [Afda STererore 31 NCRB & 3ifdhst
a1 el arfer & ST gl ot §—sremarfores RRIraT &t #er ¥ 3met sga sy 31X e
3T AT F 5T TaHl (R & gral I Faad A F GiFT a1y a7 AL

In fact, India has been implementing “special measures” based on 2011 Census data, which
could mask a regression in the socioeconomic status of Scheduled Tribes and Adivasis.

arEd H, R 2011 T STeTaT0TAT & 3Tehst o 3R 9T “FareIy IUr” ofe] &l T &, i
g Ferantaar 3R et S awfores-3nfie ufa # 3r$ fae i o @ 8|
Together with the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions recommending

the downgrade of the NHRC last year, following the government appointing police officers to
investigative roles and a lack of pluralism, CERD is effectively stepping into a vacuum.

e a¥ T AFafOsR Gt & 3Ra® et (GANHRI) gaRT NHRC i fEafa #r
fAFTe F¥et BT FARIREr fohT Sl o Ar— ST dies TR EgRT gierd et &1 st
Herelt $1fAeRT3T 3 forgeret foham ST 3iR agerdrare & 37#Td SIAT STy Ai—CERD TaTTd §9 8 Teh

Rera Tu1a 7 €8T H @8

The road ahead remains clear, from restoring the NHRC’s independence and criminalising
hate speech to supportive affirmative action, collecting and publishing disaggregated data,
and improving the transparency of the electoral roll revisions, and strengthening enforcement
overall.

3173 &7 AT TS §—NHRC T FIAFAT 8Tl FXA 3R FOTETE HITOT & 3TORTY TN Hlel o
A G WHRIcHF HIATS (affirmative action) e, Gafiere 3HiehsT I UhfId Ud FehIfRIT
e, FAGTAT AT o ToI&TIT H IRERIAT el 3R THT & W Hlefail o Fdelol H Ygg Flal ceh |

But if the government’s attempted use of a technicality to keep the issues of 200 million
Dalits a “domestic matter” and avoid international accountability — and its dismissal of
CERD'’s concerns as politically motivated — is any guide, the task continues to fall to civil
society to exert influence in multilateral fora and sustain political, legal, and administrative
resistance to government choices that normalise India’s sadly widespread culture of
discrimination of all sorts.

Qfsher afe 20 3 &t & Heal T e AHAT TAT Wt R FRASET ST & T2t %
foIT ERFHR GaRT Tarelieh! YR T TERT oot &1 TATE—3HIX CERD T fAd1311 T Ttelifar &
IRT TATHT WIRST FI FT 3HFT TAAT—HT IS Tohd AT ST, AT Ig HrT 379 3 ARTRS TATST
& S & o g TEUlT FTT I 39T THIS STel AT THR & 37 707 & faeer Tatehfors,
FIeTeAT 3R FRMTH{A AR 11T T, S R A g8e T  A19h & THR & He1a

TEp T Y THTT S0 & |
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Rival political groups sign UN-

backed

deal for long-delayed election in Libya

Agence !rance!esse | Soagi . o

TRIPOLI

Representatives of Libya’s
rival political  groups
signed on Sunday a UN-
backed agreement that was
presented as a step to-
wards holding much-de-
layed national elections in

the deeply  divided
country.
The two sides signed the

text, a result of talks held in
recent months in Rome
and Tunis, in the capital
Tripoli at the headquarters
of the UN Support Mission
in Libya (UNSMIL), with its
chief Hanna Tetteh in at-
tendance. The agreement
provides for legislative and
presidential elections to be
organised within 24
months — though on the

The oil-rich North African country has struggled to recover from the
chaos that followed the 2011 NATO-backed uprising. REUTERS

condition that they be held
“under a single executive
authority and unified na-
tional institutions”, which
is not yet the case.

The oil-rich North Afri-
can country has struggled
to recover from the chaos
that followed the 2011 NA-

TO-backed uprising that
toppled long-time ruler
Muammar Gaddafi.

Two governments are
currently vying for power:
the UN-recognised admi-
nistration in Tripoli led by
Prime Minister Abdulha-
mid Dbeibah, and a rival in

the east backed by military
commander Khalifa Haftar.

‘Important step’

Mr. Dbeibah described the
agreement, which notably
covers the restructuring of
the High National Electoral
Commission, as an “impor-
tant step”.

Television channel al-
Masar reported that Mr.
Haftar welcomed progress
“in addressing issues that
have remained unresolved
for years and that have
contributed to hindering
the will of Libyans to move
forward towards holding
presidential and legislative
elections”.

Ms. Tetteh also hailed
the agreement while call-
ing for it to be translated in-
to concrete action.

31A8. Rival political groups sign UN-backed deal for long-delayed election in
Libya

e F o v @ @l goma F e ufagaed aerifas aepgh & @@ e
FAfdT gasila W gEaer Fe

o Representatives of Libya’s rival political groups signed on Sunday a UN-backed agreement
that was presented as a step towards holding much-delayed national elections in the deeply
divided country.

AN & wfaededt Terehfas wegl & vfafaftl @ aar w1 v dgaFa g aafia gasita «
gEarer fu, ol a1ewrs & fasnfoid s@ qor 7 o @Hg @ dferd USEr gara el 1 foem & v
FeH & T H T fohaT a1 |

e The two sides signed the text, a result of talks held in recent months in Rome and Tunis, in
the capital Tripoli at the headquarters of the UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), with

its chief Hanna Tetteh in attendance.
aﬁﬁq&ﬁﬁm%ﬂaﬂ%ﬁmﬁk@ﬁvﬁ?mﬁsﬁ%wmww@ﬁw
TrorerTedY Fratel 7 e @ v HeraaT fAere g ohfadm (UNSMIL) & FEarerd # gEder
T, ST8T 38 Yo gt &g 8 Suteya of|

e The agreement provides for legislative and presidential elections to be organised within 24

months — though on the condition that they be held “under a single executive authority and
unified national institutions”, which is not yet the case.

qASa # FHdrr 3R Teeafy gara 24 FQT & AT T FHT UG §—gTellfeh SHDT AT TS &
T 3 ATa “Tahe FRBRY TAFIOT A ThIpa TSGR FEAT3HT & efieT Hrw S, it 378fh h
Ffeaca F & {1

e The oil-rich North African country has struggled to recover from the chaos that followed the
2011 NATO-backed uprising that toppled long-time ruler Muammar Gaddafi.
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AT-THCH SH 36 HBTHT 32 T 2011 H & FHY eh AT Tl dTel HIFAT AGEIHN I T
g2 9Tl NATO FHFYT REE & 91 3cee 3RISThdl & 36 & AT GO &3l gar

Two governments are currently vying for power: the UN-recognised administration in
Tripoli led by Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah, and a rival in the east backed by military
commander Khalifa Haftar.

AT F FelT & TIT 8t TR Ficredell i3 W &: Ter=Tas regeg#ia galaT & aicjcd arell
Fratel fPua TgeFa Isg-ATdT Ted TR, 3R IdT 877 7 Ao HATsT GelldT §FAR & FoAdel
arell gidcded! TR |

‘Iimportant step’

‘HEAYUT Fea

Mr. Dbeibah described the agreement, which notably covers the restructuring of the High
National Electoral Commission, as an “important step”.

A e 7 38 FHA Y, TTEH fAQY T & 3T WA TvaTereT AT 3 GeaaosT T yra B,
Teh “Hgcaqol HeH” I
Television channel al-Masar reported that Mr. Haftar welcomed progress “in addressing

issues that have remained unresolved for years and that have contributed to hindering the will
of Libyans to move forward towards holding presidential and legislative elections”.

é@ﬁmﬂaam—mﬁm%sﬁgwﬁ“wg@%mmaﬁr%&nﬁgé;mﬁr"w
TareTe fana, it et & oot @ § 3R fegier aeeufe aur SHERT Iofa T 1 e & Jmer
Feo! T NfITE ST Y 3ToT H 9147 ST H AeTer o B

Ms. Tetteh also hailed the agreement while calling for it to be translated into concrete action.

AT e o o FESiar 1 AT TR R 5 31 FRaEs F aRafda Fa a1 sear |

Icelandic voters reject a proposal to
restart negotiations to join the EU

sociate ess
REYKJAVIK

Iceland’s voters rejected
restarting negotiations to
join the European Union
more than a decade after
previous talks ended, the
national broadcaster re-
ported on Sunday, in a re-
ferendum that pitted con-
cerns about geopolitical
stability against keeping
national control of Ice-
land’s prized fisheries.

Opponents defeated the
measure by a margin of
52.8% to 47.2%, RUV re-
ported. The capital of
Reykjavik was the only
area in the island nation of
400,000 people where a
majority supported the
referendum.

The vote on Saturday

A supporter of the ‘No’ campaign displays a placard against the EU
(‘EU - no thanks’), during a rally in Reykjavik on Thusrday. AFp

was held in the shadow of
repeated threats by U.S.
President Donald Trump’s
to control nearby Green-
land. Although Iceland is a
NATO member, supporters
said European solidarity
would provide greater pro-
tection if Mr. Trump ever

made similar threats to-
ward the volcanic island.
Iceland’s  left-leaning
coalition government,
elected in 2024, moved up
the EU referendum it had
planned for next year after
Mr. Trump mistakenly
named Iceland four times

while speaking about his
designs on Greenland.

Prime Minister Kristrin
Frostadéttir, who cam-
paigned in support of the
measure, said she hoped
the result would not divide
the nation.

Yes-or-no question
Voters faced a simple yes-
or-no question: Should Ice-
land resume accession ne-
gotiations with the Euro-
pean Union?

Turnout was high with
more than 82% of the eligi-
ble 270,000 voters casting
ballots.

The count through the
night had the nation on
edge as the “Yes” cam-
paign took an early lead
before results swung in fa-
vour of the opposition.
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31A8. Icelandic voters reject a proposal to restart negotiations to join the EU

IMSHAS & Aerarat & EU 7 i gt & fare arat BT 4% F3e & gea1a F1 @ier
rar

e Iceland’s voters rejected restarting negotiations to join the European Union more than a
decade after previous talks ended, the national broadcaster reported on Sunday, in a
referendum that pitted concerns about geopolitical stability against keeping national control of
Iceland’s prized fisheries.

IMSHAS & HACTAIHT o TS a1t FATCH ot o Teh &reh & 318k G a1e I §er (EU) H
nfaer 81 & T arat fAT 9 F3a o TeaTa 1 @ieT o 2T, TSErr JaRen o dar 1
SATT| g STAHT-HIE $roteiiereh Fuar derell I3 3R 3msdels & #Fegdrd Ay qame«t
wn@uﬁﬁawmwﬁa:a‘mamﬁagaﬂl

e Opponents defeated the measure by a margin of 52.8% to 47.2%, RUV reported.
RUV & 378, TcTd & TRt o 33 52.8% & HEHTEe 47.2% & ek & WIfSId Y &2

e The capital of Reykjavik was the only area in the island nation of 400,000 people where a
majority supported the referendum.

W4mmmwmwﬁmmﬁw€rwmmaﬁa§ﬂaﬁr
STAHI-HIE o TEATT T TALT fohaT|

e The vote on Saturday was held in the shadow of repeated threats by U.S. President Donald
Trump’s to control nearby Greenland.

QAR T g3 FAeleT AR Tegafa Sefles € ZaRT fsead! Aerels T faz=or 3t H aR-
IR &) 7 erATRET BT A H g3

e Although Iceland is a NATO member, supporters said European solidarity would provide
greater protection if Mr. Trump ever made similar threats toward the volcanic island.

glellich 3MSHels NATO HT WEET &, olfchel Toent o aheT foh ITe AT ¢ o1 el 58 Sarenaay
eda & gt O & erafenat &, o JUIT wehsTedT 31fereh R&T Jere it |

e |celand’s left-leaning coalition government, elected in 2024, moved up the EU referendum it
had planned for next year after Mr. Trump mistakenly named Iceland four times while
speaking about his designs on Greenland.

2024 # fAaId 38Tl FT IATLY ST TIHR o1 3797 IV & fow AT EU Saaa-dag
I Tgel T TG, mﬁ@ﬁﬁaﬁ?ﬁwmmﬁwmyﬂwﬁwm
TS T AT form|

e Prime Minister Kristriin Frostadottir, who campaigned in support of the measure, said she
hoped the result would not divide the nation.

TETAHAT foesst BIeERIERT, gl 38 YEdTa & TAYT H YR fohar 2T, o &gl o 3o 3men g
or afkomer ger #r fsnfara sigh w3am|

Yes-or-no question
&1 a1 1gH T wReT

e Voters faced a simple yes or no question: Should Iceland resume accession negotiations with
the European Union?

FCIATHT & ATHe Tah Tl §1 AT AT T J2&T AT FAT 3SHoIS ! U §e 7 MNfA gt & foe
aRErgoT aTat i & 9% e anfge?

e Turnout was high with more than 82% of the eligible 270,000 voters casting ballots.

AdeTeT YT ST 3778 8T 31T 9T 2,70,000 AGIATIHT 7 ¥ 82% & IHf8F 379 AR
T 9T foham|
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e The count through the night had the nation on edge as the “Yes” campaign took an early lead
before results swung in favour of the opposition.

Y I HAITUTAT o SR 2T H SegehelT 3R qATT T7 T8, Fi1eh BT RIS o R3Th Tocl
gIfAer Y o Y, JifereT a1g & aRumeT e 987 F a7 7 T a7v|

GS Paper I11: Economy

31 August 2026
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31A8 | Which Nifty is right for you?
39S fow wla-ar Nifty Tgrg?”

31A8 | Why gold should form 10% of investment portfolio
faaer SEwifaaY & I FT 10% AT 741 g1 afge

Which Nifty
is right for

you?
4GS Iil: Economy |

Vaishali R. Venkat

magine you decide to invest in

equity via an index fund. But

which market are you actually
buying? The 50 biggest firms? The
next 50 waiting in the wings? Or, a
much broader basket of 500 firms? All
three are called Nifty indices, but they
can give your money very different
rides. So, it’s worth asking a simple
question: Which one to choose?

It matters because choosing an
index fund is not simply a question of
picking the one with more number of
firms or the one with “bluechips’.
Instead, you are choosing between
how much of the market to own and
where that exposure comes from.

Nifty 50
The Nifty 50 may give you exposure to
50 large firms but as of July 31, 2026
financial services alone accounted for
36.18%, healthcare 4.82% and power
just 2.63% of the index. So, the real
question for an investor is: Do you
want the largest firms, the next tier of
firms, a broader slice of market or a
sector mix you are comfortable with?
What if you don’t want to bet on
which part of the market will win?
The Nifty 50 gives you exposure to 50
of the market’s largest firms. So, for an
investor who wants to keep equity
investing simple, it can be a ‘perfectly
reasonable’ one-index approach. But
there is an important question hiding
beneath: are you comfortable owning
mainly the firms that have already
turned the market’s biggest or also
firms that could become tomorrow’s
‘giants’? That is where the Nifty Next
50 enters the picture.

Nifty Next 50
1f the Nifty 50 represents the
established ‘giants’, the Nifty Next 50
takes you one step down the ladder,
bringing in the next 50 companies
outside the Nifty 50. That makes it an
interesting middle ground: you are
still investing in relatively large

~ companies but moving beyond the
market’s biggest names. For an
investor who feels the Nifty 50 is too
concentrated in today’s ‘giants’ but
who does not want to straddle across
the entire market, the Next 50 offers a
different proposition. The next query
is whether you want exposure to the
next set of companies in the
market-cap hierarchy or prefer the
wider spread offered by the Nifty 500.

Nifty 500
What if you don’t want to pick a
winner? This is where the Nifty 500
changes the scenario altogether.
Instead of deciding whether the
market’s biggest companies or the
next tier will do better, you are
spreading your exposure much
further across the Indian equity
market. That can appeal to an
investor who does not want to make a
call on which segment of the market
will lead over the next 10 or 20 years.
The trade-off is equally important:
you are also accepting exposure to
companies beyond the large-cap
universe, which can make the ride
different from a Nifty 50 fund. In
simple terms, Nifty 50 asks you to
back the ‘giants’; Nifty Next 50 gives
you the ‘climbers’; Nifty 500 lets you
own a much larger part of the race.

Which one to choose?

There is no single universally “best”
index. However, history offers a useful
reality check: diversification does not
automatically mean lower risk. In NSE
Indices’ February 2026 Riskometer
assessment, all three indices were
classified as “Very High” risk, but the
scores rose from 5.33 for Nifty 50 to
5.43 for Nifty Next 50 and 5.60 for
Nifty 500.

So, while Nifty 500 gives you a
much wider slice of the market, it has
not been the least risky of the three by
this measure. The choice, therefore, is
less about finding a “safe” index and
more about deciding how much
market breadth and volatility you are
prepared to accept.

(The writer is an NISM &
CRISIL-certified Wealth Manager and
certified in NISM’s Research Analyst
module)

31A8. Which Nifty is right for you?
3% T FlF-a1 Nifty T8 &2

e Imagine you decide to invest in equity via
an index fund.

FeTadl AT [ HTT F3FH 63 & ATCIA § gfFacr
F f3er e o1 oTg o |

e But which market are you actually buying?
it aTEda # 39 fFe TR & fAdr HI W@ 82

e The 50 biggest firms?
FIT G 931 50 HUfAAT H?

e The next 50 waiting in the wings?

AT 39T 50 FIfAY 3, FAY TEX T TeT T &
g2

e Or, a much broader basket of 500 firms?
1 T 500 Fafat & el 31feren s Tag A2

e Allthree are called Nifty indices, but they
can give your money very different rides.

3T el T Nifty indices &gl SITAT g, oifehet I 31Taeh
Waﬁagam—mwwﬁmraﬂmaﬁr
@A S Tt &

e So, it's worth asking a simple question:
Which one to choose?

SATAT Teh el 92T Yo 3120 & Bl gar simer?

e It matters because choosing an index fund
is not simply a question of picking the one with
more number of firms or the one with ‘bluechips’.

g HEcaqUl ¢ FiTeh SSFH B T T harol HUH
&1 # SHuferdt drel % AT ‘sof-fRre Fufaat arer s
T ool T T oTeT ¢

e Instead, you are choosing between how much of the market to own and
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where that exposure comes from.

S8 FoT1F, 37T T ToT I 81t & 1o ATSIR & fohcter A & frder avtem & 31K 7 fovaer fovwr &1
& gTed ghem|

Nifty 50
A 50

The Nifty 50 may give you exposure to 50 large firms but as of July 31, 2026 financial
services alone accounted for 36.18%, healthcare 4.82% and power just 2.63% of the index.

Nifty 50 31TdehT 50 SST hurfetdl 3 fol T T IAER & Tehell &, AfeheT 31 FelT§ 2026 cTeh hael
Ty Qar3it 1 58 Gerehieh A 36.18%, TARELT T T 4.82% 3R TarsTell &7F &l shael 2.63%
fear |

So, the real question for an investor is: Do you want the largest firms, the next tier of firms, a
broader slice of market or a sector mix you are comfortable with?

saforw fAaere & forw areafas wesT I8 §: 737 39 §ad 98t SHufagl, Hafadi 61 7erelr Sof,
SToTR & 19 fe&d a1 0 &0 fRspor 37 faaer e amgd & foass |y 319 g 8172

What if you don’t want to bet on which part of the market will win?

I 31T TG AT TgT SAITAT ATE fob STSTR T lof-HT TGEHT e FerleT T, ol F47 g2
The Nifty 50 gives you exposure to 50 of the market’s largest firms.

Nifty 50 3TIeh! SToTR T 50 Fad a8 HUAT ¥ AT FT 3G AT & |

So, for an investor who wants to keep equity investing simple, it can be a ‘perfectly
reasonable’ one-index approach.

gafaT, W& fderen & fov St sfarady frder o1 83l el med 8, I8 ‘O v 3 vwa-g3Fd
orhfer 81 Fehclt B

But there is an important question hiding beneath: are you comfortable owning mainly the
firms that have already turned the market’s biggest or also firms that could become
tomorrow’s ‘giants’?

QfeheT SHeh e Teh HgeaquT T 0T &: T 3119 HEA: 3o Shuferdl & foraer ohiel & Feot & ot
TES € STSTR hT e 31 HUTAAT oot YehT &, IT 3eT shforal 3 8fY e et =gl & S el hr
That is where the Nifty Next 50 enters the picture.

TET Nifty Next 50 T $1fFT A1He 31Tl B

Nifty Next 50
A dAeFe 50

If the Nifty 50 represents the established ‘giants’, the Nifty Next 50 takes you one step down
the ladder, bringing in the next 50 companies outside the Nifty 50.

I Nifty 50 TR RFerer Faferal 1 ylafaffica sar g, ar Nifty Next 50 3T9eh! Ueh qrIeT
AT of ST & 3R Nifty 50 I STgx T 3rarelY 50 FHafady 1 enfier FIAT B

That makes it an interesting middle ground: you are still investing in relatively large
companies but moving beyond the market’s biggest names.

TE 30 T RreraeT ACT ALY S1aT §: 319 3737 oY 3r9aTehd a2 shaferat F fRdw R @ a &,
JIfehed IToTR T Gad 93T FUfA & AP 96 I 8l o

For an investor who feels the Nifty 50 is too concentrated in today’s ‘giants’ but who does not
want to straddle across the entire market, the Next 50 offers a different proposition.

U fAaere & v S oerar & & Nifty 50 31eT i “fewerst safaray # 95 T Sfad &, AfsheT
S QX STSIR & 419 &9 8 fAQ2r 78T AT =ATe T, Next 50 Teh 3erdT fadwed T d gl
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The next query is whether you want exposure to the next set of companies in the market-cap
hierarchy or prefer the wider spread offered by the Nifty 500.

37Tl 92T I8 © Toh T 31T AT Goltenaor Y Aof 3 3rarelt shufoarai & fder et amga 8 ar
Nifty 500 SaRT YTl TRk eaTdeh el T STIffehdr & 8

Nifty 500
A 500

What if you don’t want to pick a winner?
gfe 319 fordl Uk fasiaT &1 T+t A1 =T 918d, af 37 grem?
This is where the Nifty 500 changes the scenario altogether.

TET Nifty 500 X IRGe T F6el ST B |

Instead of deciding whether the market’s biggest companies or the next tier will do better, you
are spreading your exposure much further across the Indian equity market.

IE I A & Tolrd [ I1oIR I Tad T2 HUTAAT g Te2TeT Sl AT 36ren vl Hr Hufar,
T 39 FAFLT A HRART 3TFTEY SR 3 FeY 370 carus v & har @ ga &1

That can appeal to an investor who does not want to make a call on which segment of the
market will lead over the next 10 or 20 years.

Ig 0 [Aaee & fT 31ehSes &Y TehdT § SiY 379Ter 10 AT 20 8T & §19IR T Hi-T1 @s 373roft
T, S TR HIS IeTHAI 76T Tl ATgelT|

The trade-off is equally important: you are also accepting exposure to companies beyond the
large-cap universe, which can make the ride different from a Nifty 50 fund.

FHASANA T GERT Gl 1 3T &1 HEedqul &2 1Y STTo1-hT hUTedl o SRR { S T haferai &
3 Foraer TR FT T A &, Forardy SHeT foyaer 31397 Nifty 50 S & 37eTeT 81 Fhell 81

In simple terms, Nifty 50 asks you to back the ‘giants’; Nifty Next 50 gives you the ‘climbers’;
Nifty 500 lets you own a much larger part of the race.

T Aeal H, Nifty 50 3TTehT feFaTsil’ TR $RIAT It Y g &; Nifty Next 50 3T ‘FUX S61
arell HUfaT ST §; 3T Nifty 500 3meRt 38 G &ls & &gl a3 foEd &7 Tl g7t ST B |

Which one to choose?

There is no single universally “best” index.
AR ® F “TIATS” FE T S3FT «Tel &

However, history offers a useful reality check: diversification does not automatically mean
lower risk.

gTeliten, 3fagr Teh 39l aredfasar-sirer TEId T & Tafaefienyor &1 3 Faq: Fa e
8T gl

In NSE Indices’ February 2026 Riskometer assessment, all three indices were classified as
“Very High” risk, but the scores rose from 5.33 for Nifty 50 to 5.43 for Nifty Next 50 and 5.60
for Nifty 500.

NSE Indices & ®ail 2026 & Riskometer 3Tehelel # dldAl S5 I “Igd ITT” @ arelr
Aoft & T@r a3, AfheT THR Nifty 50 & 5.33 & FghT Nifty Next 50 & 5.43 3i¥ Nifty 500 & 5.60
Rk

So, while Nifty 500 gives you a much wider slice of the market, it has not been the least risky
of the three by this measure.

safaT, Safeh Nifty 500 3T STSTR T el TS AT REAT Y&t HdT &, ST ATIGS
ITHR g il 7 AW FoT QA el 781 @7 8
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e The choice, therefore, is less about finding a “safe” index and more about deciding how much
market breadth and volatility you are prepared to accept.

SafT gaard fandll “qRidra” $390 ol Wisial @ % 3R 38 a1 1 77 e § s Fafa g i
39 TSR T Fhr=Y araehdT 3 TRURaT i THHR = & fow IR £

Why gold should form 10%
of investment portfolio

Most investors think of portfolio in terms of equity and fixed income but buying gold is not a
speculative add-on, it is a structural building block of a well-constructed portfolio

SHINES ABOVE REST

Joydeep Sen

ost investors

think of port-

folio in terms

of equity and
fixed income. Gold is an af-
terthought. That approach
misses the point. Gold de-
serves a  deliberate,
planned allocation of
about 10% of every portfo-
lio and here is why.

A diversifier, not a bet
Long-term data shows gold
behaves differently from
equity and fixed income in
most situations. When
equity markets are under
stress, gold tends to hold
up or even gain. When
bond yields rise sharply on
inflation worries, gold
does well since it is seen as
a hedge against currency
depreciation. This is the es-
sence of diversification -
you don’t want all assets
moving in the same direc-
tion at the same time.

If you run a portfolio
with equity and fixed in-
come and allocate 10% to
gold, the math works out in
your favour as the overall
portfolio volatility drops as
gold price movements are
not synchronised with the
other two asset classes.
Risk-adjusted or volatility-
adjusted return improves.
This is how portfolio con-
struction works when you
combine assets that do not
move in lockstep. You are
adding gold as it smooth-
ens the ride.

Global central banks
have been briskly adding

ee

Global central banks
have been briskly adding
gold to reserves with the
driving force being

the geopolitical
environment

gold to reserves.

Central bank buying
Sanctions, trade tensions
and a more fragmented
world order have made
many central banks wary
of holding all reserves in
U.S. Treasuries. Gold held
within a country’s own
vaults does not carry coun-
terparty risk the way a go-
vernment bond does. This
shift by central banks has
been one of the steadiest
sources of demand for gold
over the past four years.

No trend breaking

Gold has corrected mea-
ningfully from a peak ear-
lier this year. Prices had
run up too far too quickly,
and some of that froth had
to come off. What matters
more is if the long-term up-
trend is intact. Chartists
tracking gold have a techni-
cal support line and even
after this correction, that
line has not been broken. A
correction within an intact
uptrend is very different
from a trend reversal.

Rupee depreciation

Gold price is quoted in U.S.
dollars and set daily by the
London Bullion Market As-
sociation. The price in In-
dia is that global dollar

ee

Gold has a inverse
relationship with the US.
dollar (USD). When the
USD strengthens, gold in
dollar terms tends to
soften and vice versa.

price converted into ru-
pees. Over the long run,
the rupee had depreciated
against the dollar and is
likely to continue so. Every
time the rupee weakens, it
adds to rupee-denominat-
ed return from gold over
and above whatever the
dollar price of gold itself
does. This is a tailwind that
many investors overlook.

U.S. Fed rate and gold
Gold has an inverse rela-
tionship with the U.S. dol-
lar (USD). When the USD
strengthens, gold in dollar
terms tends to soften and
vice versa. The U.S. Federal
Reserve is likely to raise in-
terest rates which will act
as a headwind for gold.
However, there is a limit
to how much the Fed can
hike as the U.S. is sitting on
a huge pile of debt and
higher rates mean higher
cost of servicing it. At some
point, the arithmetic of
debt servicing and growth
of economy forces a pause/
reversal, in the rate cycle.
Investors should see dol-
lar-gold relationship as cy-
clical on gold’s prospects.

Several routes

There are several routes to
gold. Sovereign Gold
Bonds, offering 2.5% an-

nual interest on top of
gold’s price appreciation
are no longer issued afresh
but existing bonds can be
bought and sold in the se-
condary market. Gold Ex-
change Traded Funds are
an evergreen option — you
need a demat and trading
account with a broker and
can buy/sell units. If you do
not have a demat account,
Gold Funds from mutual
funds (MFs) serve the same
purpose and you can in-
vest via regular MF folio,
including SIP.

More recently, a new
avenue has opened up:
Electronic Gold Receipts or
EGRs. These are SEBI-regu-
lated securities represent-
ing direct ownership of
physical gold held in accre-
dited vaults. You buy/sell
EGRs on the stock ex-
change, just like a share
and they sit in demat ac-
count. Each EGR is a re-
ceipt against a specific
quantity of physical gold
with the option to convert
holdings into gold bars/
coins via withdrawal re-
quest subject to charges/
taxes. EGRs are available in
small denominations mak-
ing them accessible even to
small investors. For those
who want transparency of
exchange-based  pricing
along with the comfort of
an actual claim on physical
gold, EGRs are worth con-
sidering as part of the 10%
allocation. Whichever
route, the underlying point
is: gold is not a speculative
add-on, it is a structural
building block of a well-
constructed portfolio.

(Joydeep Sen is a corpo-
rate trainer (financial mar-
kets) and author)

31A8. Why gold should form 10% of investment portfolio
AT NEwmfe # | &1 10% Rear #4i @iar aifge

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page40



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

e Most investors think of portfolios in terms of equity and fixed income.
31fRprer fAders qiEwiferaY & aR & sfFad ik AR 3 & Test 7 I §1
e Gold is an afterthought.
/T a1E 7 IR fRT ST aTel fashed dea 38 1T ¢
e That approach misses the point.
T gfSCHIOT 7 a1l T TSNIETS Fel 1
e Gold deserves a deliberate, planned allocation of about 10% of every portfolio and here is
why.
oAl Tedsh NERITAT # STa187eT 10% HT Giaaforer 3R seragrant foram aram smraeet aret shr

ghaR & 3N gHd HRUT $H YR &

A diversifier, not a bet

% giq 721, afew RAfReiTTor F1 A=

e Long-term data shows gold behaves differently from equity and fixed income in most
situations.

ST 31ehs g & T 31f8erier yRTEAAat 7 W #1 =¥aeR siFad iR AREa s &
TR BT &1

e When equity markets are under stress, gold tends to hold up or even gain.
S 3TFaE IR ga1g H g1 &, dl AT A 37911 AT §I10 3@dr § a1 386 A a6
T FhlT B

e When bond yields rise sharply on inflation worries, gold does well since it is seen as a hedge
against currency depreciation.

ST FErehifer i RT3t & RO dies Fidthel 7 cIoT gl gl &, e Aol IToT Jelel AT 8,
FLifeh S8 AT & Hederd & [ATeY I919 o & & Gl ST g

e This is the essence of diversification — you don’t want all assets moving in the same direction
at the same time.

g7 RATAtfisvor T AR § — 3T AGT aTedt fob Tefl IRAUTRIAT Ueh & T H Uh gr ferr & 3mer
¢l
o If you run a portfolio with equity and fixed income and allocate 10% to gold, the math works

out in your favour as the overall portfolio volatility drops as gold price movements are not
synchronised with the other two asset classes.

Ife 39 sfFad) 3R AT 3 arel NEHITaT @ § 3T 387 10% B Y smafea v &, ar
IO HTIoh T&T H FIH T ¢, FiTch AleT el hIHAAT H glet dTel AR-TGIT e & IRIITRY Fait
& 1Y THBIT oI o161 ald 3R 388 AT Ewfadt i 3feedr A gidl ¢

e Risk-adjusted or volatility adjusted return improves.
Sfea-gaAfod I sfeaRar-aArRfST gfawe 7 gUR T gl

e This is how portfolio construction works when you combine assets that do not move in
lockstep.

9 319 T Rt i fAerd € St ve ar ves € feRrm A A€ Terd, Jf 38 YR qiEwifera
&1 AT Te7relY g g

e You are adding gold as it smoothens the ride.
379 BT AT Sise § i g foraer &1 arar 1 srfts wqfaa samang|

e Global central banks have been briskly adding gold to reserves.

i s & i d AN & et R A M A W &

Central bank buying
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Sanctions, trade tensions and a more fragmented world order have made many central banks
wary of holding all reserves in U.S. Treasuries.

gfaeel, saraie aemat 3t 3t ez e saavar 3 w3 FET da7 F1 3r0a Taf sisr
AT EorT wfaeiferat 3 T@et F1 ot Taleh I [GAT Bl

Gold held within a country’s own vaults does not carry counterparty risk the way a
government bond does.

farelt & & 379 STSRETRT 3 @M Wt UfaTaT AR 5T 161 i, SHT o IS WA dfes
AR

This shift by central banks has been one of the steadiest sources of demand for gold over the
past four years.

FET ST T Ig S NSe TR asf 7§ @ HY Afr & gad R AT T F v @

No trend breaking
AT H HIS IEolg Agt

Gold has corrected meaningfully from a peak earlier this year.

S8 Y T QRINT A &l STeAH Tk U Hod T AT 7 Ageaqor LR AT &

Prices had run up too far too quickly, and some of that froth had to come off.
ﬁfﬂﬁqu FH A ﬁqu 31Tk o 918 ot 3R 37 srfafea asht 1 o e wa g
FaTATTa AT

What matters more is if the long-term uptrend is intact.

3178 Hgcaqul Ig ¢ o aram e At T S st &

Chatrtists tracking gold have a technical support line and even after this correction, that line
has not been broken.

el O Ao IGe! dTel A1 faRaaht & U Teh ceheilehl GoeT 3G & 3R 56 GUR & a1e 8 g
@ & A gl

A correction within an intact uptrend is very different from a trend reversal.

Teh ST cloll oh TTeT oh 311X Bt ATell YUK, TSTTeT o 3eie mﬁﬁrqu AT AT

Rupee depreciation
TSI &I Ao

Gold price is quoted in U.S. dollars and set daily by the London Bullion Market Association.

et T HHAT ARFY sty & AR & el & 3R wieeT gforaer Aarhe wafdwers gary vfafe
ag i ST

The price in India is that global dollar price converted into rupees.

R H et FT HAT 39 3729 sleR HIAd AT 393 H gRafda w6 Tuifia g g1

Over the long run, the rupee had depreciated against the dollar and is likely to continue so.
CTefehTel 3 TUAT SToR & HebITel FEAGI T I8T § IR 31T 8 T STRY gt T TS B |

Every time the rupee weakens, it adds to rupee-denominated return from gold over and above
whatever the dollar price of gold itself does.

9 o TUAT FHAR BT §, AT A hT STel HIAT F 8l Il Jeolld & AaRFd Tg TR F AT T
9Ted Uil & off Sordar 8

This is a tailwind that many investors overlook.
Ig Toh VAT HeTHhel FRF ¢, Todt &8 [ ere dor3iereT 2 ad &1

U.S. Fed rate and gold
AR B3 g7 3w @
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e Gold has an inverse relationship with the U.S. dollar (USD).
Tt 31 AR ST (USD) & a2y faadid Heer 8T & |

e When the USD strengthens, gold in dollar terms tends to soften and vice versa.
STeT USD HSTed 81T &, dl STeR & el H et &hT hiAe HHAI: HAN 8l & A 58h
faala s tar §rgrar &

o The U.S. Federal Reserve is likely to raise interest rates which will act as a headwind for gold.
AR Heter Rord GaRT sTTT & TGTT STt T FHaalT &, Sl Ead o e wforsher R & &7 H
HIH |

e However, there is a limit to how much the Fed can hike as the U.S. is sitting on a huge pile of
debt and higher rates mean higher cost of servicing it.

gleilieh, 1S GaRT &t # fahcTall Fefer & ST Tehcll §, SHhT Teh HAT B, FiTeh IHNT IR HY FoT
& 3R 3 <At &30 o1 319 § 38k KT hT el oreTel A gefe|

e At some point, the arithmetic of debt servicing and growth of economy forces a
pause/reversal, in the rate cycle.

Teh FHI 9T F#OT a1 3 3T gefer 1 a1fora sarer &7 =wsh & favre a1 3orera o v #siey
FAT
e Investors should see dollar-gold relationship as cyclical on gold’s prospects.

forarerepl &l Hiet Y HHTGATIHT TR STe-WIAT HIY FI T GISCHI0T ¥ ST AR

Several routes

fder & #5 At

e There are several routes to gold.
A H A F F AN )

e Sovereign Gold Bonds, offering 2.5% annual interest on top of gold’s price appreciation are
no longer issued afresh but existing bonds can be bought and sold in the secondary market.

WX 7Mies ales, ST Aot T HIAT 7 J&T & HARTFT 2.5% AT ST T&Te X &, 379 A0
R & Sl 787 o 511 T €, et HlSTar dies #1 gfaciia aToR 7 TeT 3R ST ST FehelT 51

e Gold Exchange Traded Funds are an evergreen option — you need a demat and trading
account with a broker and can buy/sell units.

s TFHUS 238 B3 (Gold ETFs) T TR f[ashed § — 3% forw sie & 1 e 3k ¢fEar
QT GreAT TR § 3R STk JfAe TS AT o ST Tl &

e If you do not have a demat account, Gold Funds from mutual funds (MFs) serve the same
purpose and you can invest via regular MF folio, including SIP.

I 3119 Ure Sde @ielT 781 8, Al FIIHT B3 (MFs) & Mes 3 3d 3¢ T fcd aa 8 3R
31 fafaa MF wiferat & arega @, 5@ SIP o enfier §, e s aed 2

e More recently, a new avenue has opened up: Electronic Gold Receipts or EGRs.
gTeT &1 3 Teh o137 faehed AT T §: Faieeiars Mes RAled (EGRs)|

e These are SEBI-regulated securities representing direct ownership of physical gold held in
accredited vaults.

¥ seBI-Rfaafaa wfaefaai &, S Aegar gred dsReE! 7 W it @ & geaar warfica &
EIGIGIBCERGIRS

e You huy/sell EGRs on the stock exchange, just like a share and they sit in demat account.
319 EGRs & 3R FI aE Tl TaFaeof W @le/AT J6hd & 3T e @rad # W S g1

e Each EGR is a receipt against a specific quantity of physical gold with the option to convert
holdings into gold bars/coins via withdrawal request subject to charges/taxes.

TA% EGR i diet T vor farfRise #mam & ey wiig &, foreet ges 3R ot & et
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T 3TRTET & ATETH F 37T glfeseT 1 Wiet T ogi/fAFi & aRafcda ) &1 fasheq giar
gl

e EGRs are available in small denominations making them accessible even to small investors.

EGRs SI-B1E AEt & 3udst §, o o At & fow iy o1y [Aaer war dsra g Srar
gl

e For those who want transparency of exchange-based pricing along with the comfort of an
actual claim on physical gold, EGRs are worth considering as part of the 10% allocation.

S f¥aeres varadr-3meia Hed frafRor At aRefRiar & ary-ar #fifas diq w1 aedfas g
T 3TATHA ITEd &, 357 [T 10% 3Tdce & BEd & & H EGRs W G9R AT 3T FhaT &

e Whichever route, the underlying point is: gold is not a speculative add-on, it is a structural
building block of a well-constructed portfolio.

ATE IS A AT ITATAT SATT, Hel 1 T ¢ Fo ANeAT h1s weeren s Afalead ar=ei &, afes
Ueh Feqafedd NIECHIeraT T aalcas AR 8|
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31A8 | Study sheds light on early warning signs before eruption of solar flares
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Study sheds light on early warning
signs before eruption of solar flares

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

In a new study, scientists
have found small, short-
lived brightening in the
sun’s atmosphere that ap-
pear hours before a major
solar flare erupts, cluster-
ing around the spot where
the flare later occurs.

The study was carried
out by researchers from
the Manipal Centre for Nat-
ural Sciences and Manipal
Academy of Higher Educa-
tion, along with scientists
from the Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (IS-
RO), Department of Space,
and other academicians.

It used simultaneous ul-
traviolet (UV) and X-ray ob-
servations from three pay-
loads onboard the
Aditya-L1 mission.

The Solar Ultraviolet
Imaging Telescope (SUIT)
payload observed the sun
in 11 near-ultraviolet (NUV)

Scientists found numerous small, short-lived brightening ‘transient
events’, occurring before the onset of major flares. GETTY IMAGES

filters, revealing different
layers from the upper pho-
tosphere to chromosph-
ere, according to the ISRO.

“NUV wavelengths are
largely inaccessible from
the ground because Earth’s
atmosphere absorbs most
ultraviolet radiation. Com-
plementing SUIT are two
X-ray instruments, the So-
lar Low Energy X-ray Spec-
trometer (SoLEXS) and the
High Energy L1 Orbiting X-
ray Spectrometer
(HEL10S), which measure

the X-ray emission pro-
duced by energetic pro-
cesses in the solar corona.
Combining these data,
scientists study how activi-
ty in the lower solar at-
mosphere is linked to ener-
gy release in the corona
during the build-up to a
flare,” the ISRO stated.
Analysing solar flare
events, the team found
numerous small, short-
lived brightening ‘transient
events’, occurring in active
regions before the onset of

major flares. “Some of
these also showed corres-
ponding X-ray signatures,
indicating that they involve
the release of magnetic
energy... These pre-flare
transient events clustered
around the location where
the major flare later oc-
curred. The results suggest
that repeated small-scale
energy release may pro-
gressively destabilise the
magnetic field in an active
region, eventually leading
to a large solar flare,” the
ISRO said.

The findings provide va-
luable insights into the
physical processes that
trigger solar flares and
move scientists a step clos-
er towards reliable flare fo-
recasting, which will ulti-
mately contribute to better
space weather prediction;
help protect satellites, as-
tronauts, and communica-
tion systems; and other
critical technologies.
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31A8. Study sheds light on early warning signs before eruption of solar flares

g § AR SaTansit ¥ 35T & gee RETs &R Ik URAF Aarasit Fahal 9T ahTer

qsT

In a new study, scientists have found small, short-lived brightening in the sun’s atmosphere
that appear hours before a major solar flare erupts, clustering around the spot where the flare
later occurs.

Teh U e A A Aeht o G o argHS A BIE 3R AeqRIfrh THTITeT T Tl ofTAT &,
i Teh 8T ER SdTell & 3cee gl & $0 B Ued fG@rs & § 3R 36 1 & 3aurd aHfed

2 &, STet 916 & SaTel 3cue 2y &1

The study was carried out by researchers from the Manipal Centre for Natural Sciences
and Manipal Academy of Higher Education, along with scientists from the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO), Department of Space, and other academicians.

Ig LTI ATOTITE WeX BN Al WIS 31X ATOTTer wavsalt 3T g Tt & AMershaliait
o SRR HARET HTHUTT HIrS (ISRO), 3icAReT Fasmar o iz Ryemfae} & Ffort & @rr
Ao foha|

It used simultaneous ultraviolet (UV) and X-ray observations from three payloads onboard the
Aditya-L1 mission.

g3 MEcT-L1 frereT 9T Tfia i 9elis & wTed ek Ar fohT 310 qeraarsd (UV) 3 v
qIFaA T 3TN fHaT =)

The Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (SUIT) payload observed the sun in 11 near-
ultraviolet (NUV) filters, revealing different layers from the upper photosphere to
chromosphere, according to the ISRO.

ISRO & 38R, WeR Iegraraae SATST Tl (SUIT) Uells o d &1 11 folehe-arrdaretr
(NUV) heei 3 3raclishet fohaT, Tora 3ud YIIFSH (photosphere) & i guidse

(chromosphere) d& & faffiet WAl &1 gaT Ter|

“NUV wavelengths are largely inaccessible from the ground because Earth’s atmosphere
absorbs most ultraviolet radiation.

“NUV TRereed et & o3 Yo O & YTl §3a 161 ¢, Fiich Gl T argsser Jiferenier
QRS T30 & 3rae e Y o &1

Complementing SUIT are two X-ray instruments, the Solar Low Energy X-ray Spectrometer
(SoLEXS) and the High Energy L1 Orbiting X-ray Spectrometer (HEL10S), which
measure the X-ray emission produced by energetic processes in the solar corona.

SUIT & TTY &T TFd-Y 30T, Ao @Y Teloll TaFq-Y FAFeIHET (SoLEXS) 3R 818 uarsif L1
TS vy TFeHIeT (HEL10S) 87 &, S TR FRAT H FATaT Iihan3i & Scdeed TaFa-3
3cgotel & AT B

Combining these data, scientists study how activity in the lower solar atmosphere is linked to
energy release in the corona during the build-up to a flare,” the ISRO stated.

ISRO = @gT, T JHlehs! ! AT heh AT HEAJT I & foh VR aTFHS T foerell ot
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# giet arell AT b Yo HRIAT 7 Falt & ScHoteT & SJS1 8, 519 AR SaTell o 3cUea1 glel bl
gfshar fasfaa gr Wrakargl”

Analysing solar flare events, the team found numerous small, short-lived brightening ‘transient
events’, occurring in active regions before the onset of major flares.

IR SaTe Y EeATHT T fAReToT el §T A F IrT {36 ST Saren3it o 3R gl & Tgel Ak
8131 3 37eteh BIC 3R 3caaiioih THTIeTsT aTel ‘4101 Te=Tha (transient events)’ &1 & |

“Some of these also showed corresponding X-ray signatures, indicating that they involve the
release of magnetic energy...

‘GoTH W FO A FATOd TFF-Y Hohdt 1 fe@rs few, St 78 ey § o sofdt Jarehrr 3t ot farsrerer
MATE...

These pre-flare transient events clustered around the location where the major flare later
occurred.

A IS aTell 1701 TeHATE 38 TN & HAITH TR 2ff, STel 91 & 99 W Sarell 3o+ §5 |

The results suggest that repeated small-scale energy release may progressively destabilise
the magnetic field in an active region, eventually leading to a large solar flare,” the ISRO said.

ISRO & &gT, “GRUTHET & Tohd fAerar § 6 o1 Y9 W IR-aR) g1 arell FaT faAaeT fHar
afohT 819 & daehry 819 Y -8R 37TFUR X ThelT & 3R 37Tl Teh T91 AR FaTell 3o X
HHATEI”

The findings provide valuable insights into the physical processes that trigger solar flares and
move scientists a step closer towards reliable flare forecasting, which will ultimately contribute
to better space weather prediction; help protect satellites, astronauts, and communication
systems; and other critical technologies.

I forsehy AR SATaT3it Y 3ot Fet arelr dilfas wfmanst & s & Agcaqol STeTRY Je= A
€ 3R Aeovent a1 faeaaei Sarer qefeAreT i faem 7 s ded R 3w o S 8, e 3iaa:
e Jfafer #twer qaTHAE & derer Ao, 3uarel, siaRer i3t ik d=r yonfot qur
3= Hgcaqut e Afhat S geam A Ferrar fHea|
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How a star with an extreme magnetic
field could prove space is not empty

The work could pave the

Vasudevan Mukunth

uantum physics has made
numerous strange predictions,
and scientists have checked
and confirmed many of them.
But one of the strangest ones persists
unresolved. In the 1930s, the German
physicists Werner Heisenberg and Hans
Heinrich Euler proposed that empty
space is not really empty. Instead, they
predicted that in the presence of a
magnetic field, the vacuum of space
would behave like a crystal, changing the
properties of light passing through it.

The trouble with testing this prediction
- called vacuum birefringence ~ is that
the magnetic field has to be
extraordinarily strong.

In a study published in Nature on
August 5, astronomers from Australia,
Canada, Japan, South Africa, Taiwan, and
the U.S. reported it had observed such
birefringence using two satellites and a
telescope in Australia, almost confirming
the prediction at long last.

The work could prove ‘nothingness’ is
actually a complex and active medium
and also potentially help scientists refine
their maps of the universe.

Staggering numbers

In classical physics, a vacuum is absolute
nothingness. But in quantum
electrodynamics (QED) - which isa
theory in quantum physics - a vacuum is
a soup of virtual particles: pairs of
electrons and anti-electrons that
constantly pop in and out of existence,
and so quickly that they cannot be
observed.

Normally, these virtual particles have a
negligible effect on light. But when a
magnetic field nearby becomes strong
enough, it changes how the short-lived
charged particles can move, so they
respond differently to light depending on
the direction in which its electric field is
vibrating. This part of space will then
behave like a calcite crystal when light
passes through it, splitting it into different
paths depending on its electric field. (As
an electromagnetic wave, light consists of
electric and magnetic fields travelling
through space.)

For vacuum birefringence to become
noticeable, the magnetic field has to be
around 88 trillion times stronger than the
earth’s magnetic field, and more than 500
million times as strong as the
ultra-powerful magnets in the world’s
largest science experiment, the CERN
supercollider. These are staggering
numbers far beyond the abilities of
current technologies, so physicists have
been looking for proof of vacuum
birefringence in outer space, where
objects called magnetars generate the

ay to show that the ‘nothingness of s

universe’s most extreme magnetic fields.

Sometimes the core of a dead star can
collapse to form a neutron star. Neutron
stars with powerful magnetic fields are
called magnetars.

Railroading polarisation
The international team focused its
attention on one magnetar named 1E
1547.0-5408, located 14,700 lightyears
away. As independent experts Ekaterina
Sokolova-Lapa and Joern Wilms wrote in a
commentary accompanying the team's
paper, “IE 1547.0-5408 belongs to a rare
subclass of magnetars that also emit
pulses at radio wavelengths”.

By combining X-ray and radio
frequency measurements, then, the team
could piece together the geometry of the
magnetar’s magnetic field.

If the vacuum of space were truly
empty — as in classical physics - the
Xerays from the magnetar would reach the
earth with a low degree of polarisation.
But the team found the opposite: the
NASA Imaging X-ray Polarimetry Explorer
(IXPE) satellite in particular detected very
high levels of polarisation, up to 80% in
some instances, which is the smoking gun
of vacuum birefringence.

As X-rays leave the magnetar and move
through the surrounding space, QED
predicts that their electric field will have
to lock itself into one of two directions — a
condition that unmagnetised space does
not impose — thus polarising the light.

An artist’s impression of the magnetar 4U 0142+61. In May 2022, the IXPE satellite had hinted at vacuum birefringence around this dead star. NASA:

Since these directions are defined by the
direction of the magnetic field, the X-rays"
polarisation is effectively railroaded along
the magnetic field lines. And as the X-rays
travel away from the magnetar, their
polarisation will stay fixed even as the
magnetic field becomes less and less able
to *hold on’.

According to the team, the amount of
polarisation dropped as the energy of the
Xerays increased, which QED predicts as
well. The team was also able to elucidate
that the magnetar rotated along an axis
that aligned almost perfectly with its
magnetic poles, like a top spinning
upright - a detail that informed the
team’s models of how the X-rays from the
magnetar would look with and without
vacuum birefringence.

The models that did not account for
the phenomenon fit substantially worse
with the telescope data than those that
included it.

Direct observation
Other than IXPE, the team had also used
the Neutron Star Interior Composition
Explorer instrument onboard the
International Space Station and the
Murriyang radio telescope in Australia.
‘The finding takes a big step towards
bolstering space’s character as a complex
medium that both gravity and magnetism
can manipulate.
On a final note, the team wrote in its
paper that its next goal is “to more

actually a complex and active medium. and help scientists refine their maps of the universe

directly probe the nature of the ..
polarisation”. And this, the commentary
noted, requires “coordinated
astronomical campaigns that observe
multiple magnetars and cover a wider
part of the electromagnetic spectrum”.
The current finding is indirect because
the astronomers recorded polarised light
and inferred from that that it had passed
through extremely magnetised space.

Not yet proven

As Sokolova-Lapa and Wilms put it, the
high polarisation reported in the study
only proves vacuum birefringence if the
team’s model of the magnetar’s geometry
is correct. If, instead, its axis of rotation
and magnetic poles are further apart, the
X-rays could have been polarised by
plasma on the magnetar’s surface.

A paper published in The Astrophysical
Journal by researchers from Italy, Spain,
and the UK. has already raised doubts
about the alignment.

Physicists are also interested in the
vacuum resonance: a distinctive dip in
the polarisation — from one of the two
allowed directions to the other —ata
specific energy level. The international
team itself reported a dip but said it was
oo noisy to be dispositive.

But one way or another, the dark voids
between the stars we see when we look
up are far from dead, buzzing with

activity.
(mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in)

THE G

In the presence of strong
magnetic fields, a
phenomenon called vacuum
birefringence can make the
vacuum of space behave like
a crystal and polarise light
passing through it

v

Using NASA's IXPE satellite,
NICER instrument, and
Australia's Murriyang radio
telescope, researchers
observed highly polarised
X-rays from magnetar 1€
1547.0-5408, matching
predictions made by quantum
electrodynamics (QED)

v

The evidence depends on
models of the magnetar’s
geometry, and some scientists
suggest the observed
polarisation could instead be
caused by plasma near the
star; further observations of
more magnetars are needed
for a direct confirmation

31A8. How a star with an extreme magnetic field could prove space is not

empty

AT I &1 FTAT T aRT 7 T gy F qaar ¢ B sfaRer Rea adi @

Quantum physics has made numerous strange predictions, and scientists have checked and
confirmed many of them.

Faren Hifad o 3 AT siasgarforar 1 § 3R dafaret F 3o & 3 $r g Hieh 3o

qfe 3 A

But one of the strangest ones persists unresolved.
mﬁﬁ?wmﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁwﬂmmmwg%l

In the 1930s, the German physicists Werner Heisenberg and Hans Heinrich Euler proposed
that empty space is not really empty.

1930 & &2 & STt Hifaiae gt greataast 31X g g e} & ydriad Far f&
Reeret 3Rt areca 7 g ave Rered =781 21

Instead, they predicted that in the presence of a magnetic field, the vacuum of space would
behave like a crystal, changing the properties of light passing through it.
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38 SoITg, Segial fasIarol i foh Tarhrar &1 1 SuTEfal & 37cAReT 1 faTd veh freee
E SHAGR M 3R 3T & ot dTel Teh1RT & IOT Y Serel S|

The trouble with testing this prediction — called vacuum birefringence — is that the magnetic
field has to be extraordinarily strong.

38 sfasgamoh—iad faaid gfdaedst (vacuum birefringence) &gl ST —ahT 9O&T0T it 3
TS T § Toh YoTehiar 8T ohl TATUROT & W ATFRATEN glaT 3T ¢

In a study published in Nature on August 5, astronomers from Australia, Canada, Japan,
South Africa, Taiwan, and the U.S. reported it had observed such birefringence using two
satellites and a telescope in Australia, almost confirming the prediction at long last.

5 373TEd T Nature H YhIfId Ueh EIAT H AT, FeATsT, ST, STeyoT 3nhieT, dsarT iR
TR & GINATAGT of TATAT 7o 3eglel TS ToAT H Gl 3UIART HN T gualeT 1 ITATT Fo¥eh 36
TR o EfaadeT 1 3aclichet TohdT &, fad 37cTel: 38 HTasIaTol & ofarstar giSe gY a1s ¢

The work could prove ‘nothingness’ is actually a complex and active medium and also
potentially help scientists refine their maps of the universe.

IE 1Y I Fie ax TFhaT § & ‘Aeaar avaa 7 ve Sfed s aftea aregs § aur wanfad &
Y qAMiTent T FEATS o Yo AT bl 38 TR et 7 ¢ FEIAT X FehcT & |

Staggering numbers

In classical physics, a vacuum is absolute nothingness.
A sitfearht 7 et ot eeaar €1
But in quantum electrodynamics (QED) — which is a theory in quantum physics — a vacuum

is a soup of virtual particles: pairs of electrons and anti-electrons that constantly pop in and
out of existence, and so quickly that they cannot be observed.

AfheT FaTeH FAFATATRFH (QED)—T FaicH HifAhr T vah Rigyia §— faTa smamedr
Tt T Ueh THHOTE: goFeial 3R fa-gaelal & 0 JaA, S FeTTaR 31TEdea 7 317a 3R faelier
21 @A § 3N Sael Ngar & TAT e & o 31T 31deliahed wA81 fohdT ST FeheT|

Normally, these virtual particles have a negligible effect on light.
AT, ST ATHTHT FHUIT T YhIeT U 910 Y3719 &IdT &
But when a magnetic field nearby becomes strong enough, it changes how the short-lived

charged patrticles can move, so they respond differently to light depending on the direction in
which its electric field is vibrating.

SAfehet STef fofehearc! Gaehrar 81 gTCe ATFAATSN &1 ST &, Al I Hedsiidr AT ol Hr Irf
F TP I Tl AT 8, SATAT & TehTel & Ui 3T 3MYUR T 37eT9T-37e19T FTa fshaT it & T 3Tehr
Rega &t o feem & ot a2 @ B

This part of space will then behave like a calcite crystal when light passes through it, splitting
it into different paths depending on its electric field.

S 3TTRET T Ig 19T FeATge Freee 1 OXE cTagR I, STd Thiel 3HH F R, 3R 35
e &1 & TR TR 3 37eT9T-37019T AT 3 FAenfsie Y &9 |

(As an electromagnetic wave, light consists of electric and magnetic fields travelling through
space.)

(FRregagasirr ater & &9 & yerrer ey 3R Taehrg &=t & et ST g1a &, Sif iaReT &

- -
SEIGEICE))
For vacuum birefringence to become noticeable, the magnetic field has to be around 88
trillion times stronger than the earth’s magnetic field, and more than 500 million times as
strong as the ultra-powerful magnets in the world’s largest science experiment, the CERN
supercollider.

foraTa gfader 1 Tuse ®9 F S@= A9 TaTTe) o ToIT Terehrer &7F gt & Gaehier 879 & 18797 88

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page48



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

feferet @ 3t rfeaemred g anfge 3R fava & @@ 93 =i 92T, CERN
FRFIAZST, H TYF Il ATFcreelr geehi & 3 500 fAferer aa & arftrs afeFeremel gl
EUYl

These are staggering numbers far beyond the abilities of current technologies, so physicists
have been looking for proof of vacuum birefringence in outer space, where objects called
magnetars generate the universe’s most extreme magnetic fields.

2 T & el FEATE ITATT SleNfarfeRat B arAdm3it & sgd W ¥, safav sifaewfae sea
3iaReT 7 faraa gfdader & 9T Tierd 1@ €, STel #TAER Fgellel arell aEqC SeAls & Tad
3TcgTereh QATFTRAT Faehier &131 AT THTOT Tl B

Sometimes the core of a dead star can collapse to form a neutron star.

elT-anelt Torell FcT AR T h1S T BIehT Ueh #glel AR ol TVHTOT & Hehell &

Neutron stars with powerful magnetic fields are called magnetars.

QrfrererTelT GaehIeT &t aTor SIglel AT T HIACR FgT STl &

Railroading polarisation

FUT T YT &1 YW F ITET grelt

The international team focused its attention on one magnetar named 1E 1547.0-5408, located
14,700 lightyears away.

ITARTSERT &of o 39T €T 1E 1547.0-5408 ATHe Uah HIsleR TR higd [T, 3t 14,700
YHTI-a¢ o U &
As independent experts Ekaterina Sokolova-Lapa and Joern Wilms wrote in a commentary

accompanying the team’s paper, “1E 1547.0-5408 belongs to a rare subclass of magnetars
that also emit pulses at radio wavelengths”.

goT o MT-TF & AT YHITAd Teh feeqult & Tad fawsii vata Rt Wiehidiar-amar 3R sist
faewa & for, “1E 1547.0-5408 HewleR & Teh gol#t 3T & Haiftra 8, S I aerded v
e 3 3cafoid HLar gl”

By combining X-ray and radio frequency measurements, then, the team could piece together
the geometry of the magnetar’s magnetic field.

38 aTe, TFE-Y 3R AT Imgfer & Al 1 GRS F gof Foder & dahra avF fr sanfafa
T HHSTA H HETA §3T|

If the vacuum of space were truly empty — as in classical physics — the X-rays from the
magnetar would reach the earth with a low degree of polarisation.

e 3R T [FaTT areaa & Red glar—arar for e @ifaesy & A& Srar g—ar Avaer &
foYehefel ATl ToFE-X 2l cIeh e FTAT & T & |12 Tgac|

But the team found the opposite: the NASA Imaging X-ray Polarimetry Explorer (IXPE)
satellite in particular detected very high levels of polarisation, up to 80% in some instances,
which is the smoking gun of vacuum birefringence.

cifehet ol o 38k TaqId 9T fa9y T & NASA Imaging X-ray Polarimetry Explorer (IXPE)
399G A YAUT T 3T 3TT T &of [ohdT, SiY s HFeA! 3 80% a0 T, Ig farata gfdactar
oot WHATOT ATAT ST &

As X-rays leave the magnetar and move through the surrounding space, QED predicts that
their electric field will have to lock itself into one of two directions — a condition that
unmagnetised space does not impose — thus polarising the light.

9 TFg-Y ATaeR § vl TR & HARET A gl IR &, dT QED o 3HeTAR JeTehl
T &t Y feemait 7 & fondly vk feem # o 1 f8e st & fow arewr gen—arg o Feafar g
TSI sraehr 3afeT of9] wTET FAF—3HR SH TR Th1RT T ¢G0T &1 ST &
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e Since these directions are defined by the direction of the magnetic field, the X-rays’
polarisation is effectively railroaded along the magnetic field lines.

U & fera? gadhrr &t A e gary eiRa giclt €, suforw vera-X 1 yaor yerdt 9 @
erhrr a1 Y3t o 3e7ey AR 8 S g |

e And as the X-rays travel away from the magnetar, their polarisation will stay fixed even as the
magnetic field becomes less and less able to ‘hold on’.

3R A5 TFHY HIACR A T AT 8, Se7ohT Yaor FEUT =11 TG, 87k €7 Yoy &1 T 376
Gehg TWel’ T &THT SHITIR e Bicll ST |

e According to the team, the amount of polarisation dropped as the energy of the X-rays
increased, which QED predicts as well.

&l o 34, m—%aﬁrsﬁﬁma?mgawaﬁmmgé,mmﬁwuﬁ QED &I T
gl

e The team was also able to elucidate that the magnetar rotated along an axis that aligned
almost perfectly with its magnetic poles, like a top spinning upright — a detail that informed
the team’s models of how the X-rays from the magnetar would look with and without vacuum
birefringence.

mwﬁwmﬁﬂwgm%mwmgﬁaﬁﬁmwmsﬁmgw
&l & WY SIS qoieT: TR oY, ek T S veh e W g §—Ig faawoT el & 3o
Asall & forAor 7 39l 1 fSie1et 75 aeiiar ara o et afaader 1 sufeafa 3ik sequfeuta
H AIACR H 3T arell THE-Y T fg@rs & |

e The models that did not account for the phenomenon fit substantially worse with the telescope
data than those that included it.

ST Al # 58 T T AT ET ThIT AT AT, T GIeNT § JTT 3HTehs! o I 3o Hisell &l
oIaT 3 HTHY FH FIT I TS 38 nfFer fevam arar |

Direct observation

YcHaT el

e Other than IXPE, the team had also used the Neutron Star Interior Composition Explorer
instrument onboard the International Space Station and the Murriyang radio telescope in
Australia.

IXPE o 3ToITdT, &l o7 RIS et T 9 TATAT Neutron Star Interior Composition
Explorer 3uehyor 3R 3ifeeferar # f&ua Murriyang ¥32Y gxalier &1 ot 3uitar faham|

e The finding takes a big step towards bolstering space’s character as a complex medium that
both gravity and magnetism can manipulate.

g Wil 3IARET T Teh T FAfed ATCIH & T H TATT Fo) F e & v ser e 8, T
TecaTehy o AR Ferehed glait T T Hehd &1

e On afinal note, the team wrote in its paper that its next goal is “to more directly probe the
nature of the ... polarisation”.

A A, gl o 9T M-I H g foh IHHT 37Tl e “Yaor AT TP A I+ Tgar T &
ST 3T E

e And this, the commentary noted, requires “coordinated astronomical campaigns that observe
multiple magnetars and cover a wider part of the electromagnetic spectrum”.

3R feoaoflt 7 Fgr a3 6 suas v “gaAfead el fAAEY i sraegwarg, st 3s
H7AeR F1 It F{ IR Regagadr Vaca & 3flF samas amr 1 afFafaa w117

e The current finding is indirect because the astronomers recorded polarised light and inferred
from that that it had passed through extremely magnetised space.

qiHT forsehy 3TeaT &, Fifeh Wanerfael F i wehrer o aof fonam 3R 368 Ig sy
foehTell T ag 3cafeien Yaehiar JicTReT & oY ISR T
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Not yet proven

3rsft e Fagy =7dt

As Sokolova-Lapa and Wilms put it, the high polarisation reported in the study only proves
vacuum birefringence if the team’s model of the magnetar's geometry is correct.

ST o EehTetar-omaT 3R fesa o gl 31eade # g 35 Yaor asl fdTd afdads &1 ey
FIAT § I IR I SAMATT & TG F gof T AST Tel all

If, instead, its axis of rotation and magnetic poles are further apart, the X-rays could have
been polarised by plasma on the magnetar’s surface.

I 58 ot sHh! guier ¢l 3R Jahrr 4T Th-gat U 3T gy &, off Ty Adeier
HTg T HISTE Celle AT GaRT e &1 15 g1 Fehe ¢

A paper published in The Astrophysical Journal by researchers from ltaly, Spain, and the U.K.
has already raised doubts about the alignment.

FToll, T 3R e & eMIshd 31l garT The Astrophysical Journal 3 JehITId Teh Mer-07 o
I & 57 HIWYT W TeE ST ohaT gl

Physicists are also interested in the vacuum resonance: a distinctive dip in the polarisation —
from one of the two allowed directions to the other — at a specific energy level.

siifcrentae farae aregetg (vacuum resonance) # 8 &2 T@ 8: Toh FATRISE Fiofl TR W) gaor
37T aTell Teh Tuse ORTae, fSrest Yaur at 3gad feemsil & & ueh feem & g@dy feerm & aRafdd
glaT gl

The international team itself reported a dip but said it was too noisy to be dispositive.
HARTSEI Gl o Fa 47 UT FORTaT g T, oifehet g Toh 38 = 31T o o7 o 389
Ao sy fAerTerar G31g 8T am|

But one way or another, the dark voids between the stars we see when we look up are far
from dead, buzzing with activity.

ifRe e ot TR & &8, Y IR T R ART & o [G@rs &t arelr e Rardand a3 ar
fAfShar @1 @ sga gy &, 9 fafaferat & wfea &
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Reuters

NASA is preparing to launch its next
flagship space observatory — one
scientists plan to use to investigate
some of the universe’s biggest mysteries,
including dark energy and dark matter,
while also testing gravity at vast scales
and hunting for planets beyond our
solar system.

The Nancy Grace Roman Space
Telescope is a roughly $4-billion project.
At the time of writing, it was planned for
a Sunday launch from the NASA
Kennedy Space Center in Florida. The
observatory will be lofted into orbit
aboard a SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket.
The telescope is named after the late
Nancy Grace Roman, NASA’s first chief
astronomer.

It is a follow-on to the Hubble Space
Telescope, launched in 1990, and the
James Webb Space Telescope, launched
in 2021, and has capabilities that can
expand on the knowledge gained by
those pioneering observatories, both of
which also still operate. The telescope’s
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A computer generated model
of the Nancy Grace Roman
Telescope. NASA

main survey will take more than a year,
per Roman’s senior project scientist Julie
McEnery.

“The survey will contain over two billion
galaxies and enable us to study how the
structures in our universe — the stars,
the galaxies, the clusters of galaxies —
grew and evolved. We'll also measure
how our universe has expanded over
time,” she said.

After launch and separation from the
rocket, the telescope will travel towards
a location called Lagrange point 2, about
1.6 million km from the earth. Webb also
resides at this location.

U.S. President Donald Trump tried
during both his first and second terms to
reduce or eliminate funding for Roman
but the Congress preserved it.

¥

For feedback and sugg

for “Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

31A8. Nancy Grace Roman
Telescope

Ay I AoreT gTeT

e NASA is preparing to launch its
next flagship space observatory — one
scientists plan to use to investigate some
of the universe’s biggest mysteries,
including dark energy and dark matter,
while also testing gravity at vast scales
and hunting for planets beyond our solar
system.

NASA 3701 37Tel JoTE SeTRRaT e
eI e T IR R |1 § — o
39T A1 SEATS & HS Hod 3
enfAer &, Sira et o TTr-anYy faemer
YATGAT O BcaTeRIOT ST TRIETOT &det 3
gAR GRS & a1e Foua arglt A @er
A & T HET |

e The Nancy Grace Roman Space
Telescope is a roughly $4-billion project.

A= I AT TAF TR AT 4
3R 3T T Teh TRATST 2|

e At the time of writing, it was

planned for a Sunday launch from the NASA Kennedy Space Center in Florida.
AGT F THY, 3 FlRET FTUT NASA FAd TIH WX T IAaR A 98I et i Jister oY
e The observatory will be lofted into orbit aboard a SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket.
= dEIRATA T SpaceX Falcon Heavy e & ATETH T HeT & T fohar Smaam|
e The telescope is named after the late Nancy Grace Roman, NASA's first chief astronomer.

S8 el 1 A1 TGaaTe el I AAT o T 9T T@T I1AT &, S NASA T ugell HET

AT 27|

e |tis a follow-on to the Hubble Space Telescope, launched in 1990, and the James Webb

Space Telescope, launched in 2021, and has capabilities that can expand on the knowledge
gained by those pioneering observatories, both of which also still operate.

Ig 1990 H Y& gael TIW SAIFRIT 31X 2021 & 7T 7 39 FTAF SelThq i 31970l sy
¢ AT SHA T $THAT § ST 3T 3rarofy JerAren3it & Fred #A1eT ot AR [AEgd X Fhcll §; 3 St
Jerementv 373 off FRRT ¢

The telescope’s main survey will take more than a year, per Roman’s senior project scientist
Julie McEnery.

AU T aReE TRENTAT d=TTereh et AFTN & HTAR, $H el I HET TA&TOT T gl 7
Th aY & 3T FHI @]

“The survey will contain over two billion galaxies and enable us to study how the structures
in our universe — the stars, the galaxies, the clusters of galaxies — grew and evolved.

‘57 gfeTor H &Y 3T A HTAF hrRrErNT enfier gl 31k I8 g3 31euTer aat & TeTH IATwaT
foh §HR SIEATS hl TTATT — AR, ITHREEMT AR ITHRIEINT & THg — o TR T ad
3R aRafda g
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We'll also measure how our universe has expanded over time,” she said.
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Lagrange point 2, about 1.6 million km from the earth.

FEOT A Aehe A 37l 8ot o dle;, Tg Gallel oldier faig 2 ATHh AT Y 3 ST, St gea &

I 16 A fheliiey gI B

Webb also resides at this location.

AT o7 S8 T W YT B

After launch and separation from the rocket, the telescope will travel towards a location called

Can Meta’s safety controls make Facebook
and Instagram less addictive for teens?

Meta has agreed to an $18-billion settlement with US. states and will introduce stricter controls for teen users; but enforcing these safeguards could

prove difficult as children can evade age checks, while the measures also raise concerns over privacy and the role of rival platforms

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:

n August 26, Meta agreed to an
approximately $18 billion
settlement with dozens of U.S.

states in annual instalments
over 10 years, and announced stricter
controls in its apps for teen users. The
settlement is the culmination of a lawsuit
brought by California and 28 other U.S.
states alleging that Facebook and
Instagram are harmful for children and
that they illegally collect personal data.
While several parents and child health
advocates welcomed the new child
protection controls, enforcing them will
be a lot more challenging.

What child protections is Meta rolling
out?

The social media giant is both rolling out
new features and building on existing
features designed to create a safer and
less addictive experience for Facebook
and Instagram users under 18.

These measures are set to
automatically apply in participating U.S.
states and territories. 52 attorneys general
covering U.S. states, territories, and the
District of Columbia have joined the
agreement.

Arguably, the biggest win for parents
and the biggest concession by Meta is a
default two-hour daily time limit across
Facebook and Instagram. Teens can only
turn this off with a parent’s permission.

Furthermore, a ‘Night Mode’ will block
app users between 12 AM and 6 AM, so
teens cannot post or view their Feed,
Stories, Reels, or the Explore section.
Similarly, the School Mode between 8 AM

and 3 PM will mute notifications by
default. However, these limits do not
apply to direct messages (DMs).

Teens are set to receive multiple
prompts after every 15 minutes of
continuous screen time on
Facebook/Instagram, apart from prompts
that come after their total daily usage
reaches 60 minutes and 90 minutes.

To directly address addictive video
features, Meta is giving teens (and their
parents) the ability to choose a
non-algorithmic feed as their default, as
well as the ability to turn off Autoplay.

As for steps to combat unhealthy
comparisons and anxiety over
appearances and popularity, teen users
will no longer see the number of likes and
reactions on posts by default. Meta is also
expanding its policy to block teens from
using “extreme makeup filters,” adding to
a previous block against cosmetic surgery
filters for teens.

Meta reaffirmed its commitment to
strengthening existing controls in order to
catch underage account users, as well as
teens falsely entering adult birthdays. The
company claimed it will continue placing
teens into private accounts on Instagram
and activating private default settings on
Facebook, apart from restricting
“potentially suspicious adults” from
reaching out to them.

Meta also said it would encourage
parents to set up its supervision tools, and
give them new controls and insights.

Can these safety controls be
effectively enforced?

This is the crux of the matter. Safety
controls for teens work only as well as the
technology that verifies users’ ages and

detects rule-breakers.

Take Australia, for example; the
country was the first to enforce a strict
blanket ban on social media for children
under 16. While many parents lauded the
idea and Meta reported this month that it
removed over 750,000 accounts that it
suspected were held by under-16s, a study
by the University of Newcastle there
reported that the ban did not appear to
have significantly impacted under-16s
who were using social media.

As other platforms and administrations
explore age restrictions, critics have
pointed out how easily children can fake
their ages — even in video selfies and live
camera tests. What’s more, these data
collection tactics raise additional
questions about how children’s private
information is being harvested.

In its settlement announcement, Meta
pointed out that all platforms — and not
Jjust its apps — should have teen safety
measures in place to prevent children
from moving to less restricted apps. So as
to not be held back in isolation, Meta
called on rival social media apps YouTube
and TikTok to adopt the “new standard.”

Meta stated that around 30% of its
settlement, or $5.3 billion, would be
released only after rival apps YouTube
and TikTok implement similar controls
and pay a stipulated amount of money. To
sweeten the deal, Meta said that if
industry peers signed the agreement, it
would further reduce the daily limit to
one hour per app and expand night mode
limits. In other words, this increases the
incentive for U.S. regulators to also bring
Meta’s rivals in line with the new policies.

Separately, the social media giant said
it supported laws requiring app stores to

verify users’ age and obtain parental
approval before teens can download an

app.

This shifts the responsibility of age
verification to companies such as Apple
and Google.

How can parents elsewhere make
Facebook, Instagram less addictive?
Even without Meta’s new controls,
parents and educators can work with
children to fight social media addiction.
Most smartphones come with built-in
parental controls that allow adults to set
time limits for individual apps, as well as
curtail overall device use.

Furthermore, many of Meta’s existing
safety controls — such as Teen Accounts
on Instagram — can be used by children
across borders who enter their ages
correctly.

For more advanced settings, adults can
research and download parental control
apps that allow them to set up different
usage limits for multiple children and
monitor their activity remotely. Some
apps allow parents to remotely lock
devices and apps during sleeping hours
and/or school hours.

Meanwhile, teachers can communicate
with their students via email, or send
alerts through non-addictive digital
forums during daytime hours. Students
should be strongly discouraged from
conducting school assignments or group
projects via social media apps.

Enabling parental controls for teen
social media users is a constantly evolving
challenge. After all, these young internet
and Al-native users are often more
tech-savvy than the very adults trying to
restrict their time online

31A8. Can Meta’s safety controls make Facebook and Instagram less addictive
for teens?

FAT Meta & F&T fAF=0T Facebook 3 Instagram %Y iRt & fore o sxweit qar
qFH 872

e On August 26, Meta agreed to an approximately $18 billion settlement with dozens of U.S.
states in annual instalments over 10 years, and announced stricter controls in its apps for
teen users.

26 3T S Meta o 3TARPT & cotell Tl 3 TT I 18 I SToR F FHSY W TgATT
S 2T, ToTHeRT $JITcTeT 10 st & aTiNeh fohedl & & 3 foham SITeam, 3R 38 fohelk
SYANTRATIT o FIT 319a1 Yo # 3ifereh F3 fAF=or Sm] :Xet v avor 6|

e The settlement is the culmination of a lawsuit brought by California and 28 other U.S. states
alleging that Facebook and Instagram are harmful for children and that they illegally collect
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personal data.

Ig THSAIT SHicrmiferar 3R 3AREHT & 28 31w Tl SaRT ST Hehed T TR &, foras
3TRIT o377 31247 21T i Facebook 3iX Instagram s=at & fav gifasR® & 3R Qs &
ST ST Tehd hid B

While several parents and child health advocates welcomed the new child protection controls,
enforcing them will be a lot more challenging.

e AT S ATT-TdT 3R aTel FARLT & FHAHT o AT STeT-FR&T LT 1 FqmTd fham g,
ARl G SfI9] AT gl 3HTeeh ellcTgoT G|

What child protections is Meta rolling out?

Meta et Y GI&T F fT HieT-§ IUTT A1) 7 TET 82

The social media giant is both rolling out new features and building on existing features
designed to create a safer and less addictive experience for Facebook and Instagram users
under 18.

Ig @reret AT faret 18 9 & FA 3 & Facebook 3HR Instagram FqANrFHdI3it & fow
37Rreh FRI&T 3R o STHAT I3 TR A {1 718 FrauTU o] et oh QY- Hiofer
giaensit a1 off HsT A ET 8

These measures are set to automatically apply in participating U.S. states and territories.
3 3T T A aTer AR Tt AR & T S @ AT B

52 attorneys general covering U.S. states, territories, and the District of Columbia have joined
the agreement.

AR T, et 3R BReae ATE Fafaar Fr afAe F arel 52 ekt JTae 38 THAsid 7
AT &1 T &

Arguably, the biggest win for parents and the biggest concession by Meta is a default two-
hour daily time limit across Facebook and Instagram.

rad: ATdT-Tar & o gad 931 39aferr 3R Meta T @98 937 RAIa Facebook 3R
Instagram TR yfafes Bwice T ¥ & ae i FAT-HAT ¢

Teens can only turn this off with a parent’s permission.

TR 38 sharel ATAT-Rrar Y 3regafar & € de Y Fehrd &

Furthermore, a ‘Night Mode’ will block app users between 12 AM and 6 AM, so teens cannot
post or view their Feed, Stories, Reels, or the Explore section.

saa Jfafied, ‘ATge A1’ T 12 991 & GoIg 6 To 3 e VT o SUANT Fl ITGH F &7,
safaT fheN 9iEe 8T T Thal 3R & 3191 Feed, Stories, Reels T Explore AFAT &
Hehal|

Similarly, the School Mode between 8 AM and 3 PM will mute notifications by default.

$E YR, YE 8 Tl W ElUEY 3 Tl cleh ‘Tel A3’ TShice T { LA T 7 ] S|
However, these limits do not apply to direct messages (DMs).

glellieh, T WAV STAEFE AW (DMs) TR oI19] 81 gia |

Teens are set to receive multiple prompts after every 15 minutes of continuous screen time
on Facebook/Instagram, apart from prompts that come after their total daily usage reaches 60
minutes and 90 minutes.

Facebook/Instagram WX & 15 feTe & faaR Thier T o a1 TheiRT &l S I1eTEAR Tred
g1, 38 TR oI 8 AR fET STV ST SeTeht Foef &feteh 3T 60 fAeTe 3 90 Fere
o Tg < S|

To directly address addictive video features, Meta is giving teens (and their parents) the

ability to choose a non-algorithmic feed as their default, as well as the ability to turn off
Autoplay.
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TR AT B T Shiee & T & Yelel AT Autoplay HY 9 Fat i IS g7 &

As for steps to combat unhealthy comparisons and anxiety over appearances and popularity,
teen users will no longer see the number of likes and reactions on posts by default.

IETHY JAAT TUT FI-I3T R BT AT Y A gled alell Teicl & fTeat & 3T & dge fohelk
SYGTRATT I 319 f3hiee &7 T AIFe W A arel likes 31 reactions #r w&aT @S 8T
At

Meta is also expanding its policy to block teens from using “extreme makeup filters,” adding
to a previous block against cosmetic surgery filters for teens.

Meta fReRT I “Iea O AFIT feet” T 3T A T Vet & foIT 319 Afd o1 faear i
FTET &, it foheiR & fow sreafes worlt fveet o ugel & ey wfderer & 3ifafed B

Meta reaffirmed its commitment to strengthening existing controls in order to catch underage
account users, as well as teens falsely entering adult birthdays.

Meta ¥ ATEITT SYARTHATHT F WTAT & TATT-TTY ITld b T TITH STeATATY Gof el dTel
fereiRT T TgaTeT 3T o fore Alsfar fR=ot bt AT et 1 3701 Sfeeyer aers|

The company claimed it will continue placing teens into private accounts on Instagram and
activating private default settings on Facebook, apart from restricting “potentially
suspicious adults” from reaching out to them.

FYAT o el b 98 Instagram IR fR2IRT & @rdt i fAsit @rat & @eT 31 Facebook W 3hiee
w9 O fash afEew aftha e SRy T@eft, ary & “asnfaa ¥ & Afeeer ageh” F 3744 T9h
FA T gfaarad el

Meta also said it would encourage parents to set up its supervision tools, and give them new
controls and insight

Meta =t Tg & gl fob ag ATaT-Rdr &t 379s) AR 39shIor T21fa e & fow ficarfea el
3R 3¢ AT fAITOT TAT ATABRY TeT HafT|

Can these safety controls be effectively enforced?

AT 3T AT fA =0Tt Y Wl ot § Awer. fora ST Wt 2

This is the crux of the matter.
TEN S HH T HET T ¢

Safety controls for teens work only as well as the technology that verifies users’ ages and
detects rule-breakers.

TheiRT & oI Y&t fA=1o1 371 &1 Tt 81 €, ToTcTell T1rell ag cieheiieh glch & i STGTeheiait
T 317 T HATIT Yl & R T T Seeert e drell T Tl el

Take Australia, for example; the country was the first to enforce a strict blanket ban on social
media for children under 16.

3ETe0T & for e for i of; Ig 22T 16 Y § A 317 o Tewil o foIw Frerel HSTT oW FR

ST Gfaer o1e] iel aTell GgeT 2T AT

While many parents lauded the idea and Meta reported this month that it removed over
750,000 accounts that it suspected were held by under-16s, a study by the University of
Newcastle there reported that the ban did not appear to have significantly impacted under-16s
who were using social media.

STgT s TR of 37 faar Fr urar $r 3R Meta 7 30 FglT g T o 381 7,50,000 &
37Rreh O @it Y geT fem, foieteh SR & 39 € AT foh 9 16 9 @ & 371 & olelt o &, Igl agl
& University of Newcastle & Teh 3T¢IIeT H ST 37147 foh 39 Tfaaer 1 AiRrer #AfSAT &7
meleﬁﬁwma:aaﬁwaﬁémuﬁmmgmmaﬁml
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e As other platforms and administrations explore age restrictions, critics have pointed out how
easily children can fake their ages — even in video selfies and live camera tests.

SIA-SIY 31 Colewhial 3R FerrdT 3y FarelY wfaeet o) fauR oY 3¢ &, el o aarrg &
T fehclell AT & 379 3G & TR & 8T SR & Fehel & — Tl aeh o NFEAT Fewhr 3k
g Fasr gdaTor 7 o

e What's more, these data collection tactics raise additional questions about how children’s
private information is being harvested.

P 37T, 32T HAE Y 5 WA T Ig 31faRerd wesT 3aaT & o st & el Sy
fohg T T I 51T T &

e |n its settlement announcement, Meta pointed out that all platforms — and not just its apps —
should have teen safety measures in place to prevent children from moving to less restricted

apps.
39 gASET G §9orT 7 Meta & SaraT fo G3f coewie — & fo ahgel 39 379e7 00 — &

TRt o ferw Rt 3ura glet =few, drfeh srell T shef Fider arel Uo & 3R STt & AehT ST
b

e So as to not be held back in isolation, Meta called on rival social media apps YouTube and
TikTok to adopt the “new standard.”

AT TS U1 o 7§ ST & folw, Meta = Tfdegedr @rerel #f3ar o7 YouTube 3T
TikTok ¥ ‘ST ATASH" I 3TTTe] T TTEdTeT ThdT|

o Meta stated that around 30% of its settlement, or $5.3 billion, would be released only after
rival apps YouTube and TikTok implement similar controls and pay a stipulated amount of
money.

Meta =¥ SgT foh 35 THSHIT T STaTeTeT 30% TR, 34T 5.3 IR steR, T IR HT AT 519
vfcieded! T YouTube 3R TikTok S FehR & feii=o7 o] i 3R et TiRr ahr 8gareirer
H|

o To sweeten the deal, Meta said that if industry peers signed the agreement, it would further
reduce the daily limit to one hour per app and expand night mode limits.

FHRSHT Fr 38 3T TeT1e1 & foIT Meta ¥ T T e 3T & 33 wfaeadf s gasia
I gEAER A &, dT a8 9ia ¥F S AT ) gere U 'er X 291 31X ase A $r demsit
I FTAEIR M|

¢ In other words, this increases the incentive for U.S. regulators to also bring Meta’s rivals in
line with the new policies.

W%@ﬁ,wmmmﬁ%ﬁv Meta%ﬁaﬁaﬁﬁaﬁaﬁﬂémﬁﬁaswm
&1 YicHTge 96 ST gl

e Separately, the social media giant said it supported laws requiring app stores to verify users’
age and obtain parental approval before teens can download an app.

370197 O, 58 Aerer AT f7erar o g1 o a8 X gl 1 FoHSeT el &, Foieteh gl VT TR
T SUAIThATHT T Y HAAT =1 g1af R iR gaRT IS U S137cllS it F Tget
Fffemadrr T o FT gl

e This shifts the responsibility of age verification to companies such as Apple and Google.

S8 A AT Y FHFAGRY Apple 3R Google SHET Hufarai o 31 STl 81

How can parents elsewhere make Facebook, Instagram less addictive?

e TYTAT 9T AFfRSITEF Facebook 3 Instagram Y HH cTTARRY FH T1T o &7

e Even without Meta’s new controls, parents and educators can work with children to fight
social media addiction.
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Most smartphones come with built-in parental controls that allow adults to set time limits for
individual apps, as well as curtail overall device use.

3TTRIeT TATCHIT H Irafeifiia fAEah T Aaaor g1a &, S 9IEeh! Sl 37e9T-37619T Ueg & fow
AG-HAT TR F¥e) & IY-TTT X 3TH0T & S9N A1 WA Tt 7 Fraem & §

Furthermore, many of Meta’s existing safety controls — such as Teen Accounts on Instagram
— can be used by children across borders who enter their ages correctly.

$Hh 37elaT, Meta o g His[eT &I fag=or — 51 Instagram @ Teen Accounts — 3o sredt
AT faffiesT it 7 3TN fohT ST Feohcl €, ST 3191 HET 317 &t i B

For more advanced settings, adults can research and download parental control apps that
allow them to set up different usage limits for multiple children and monitor their activity
remotely.

31T 37 AETT & fAv, T T AR AIFH0T ¥oH & IR H FATARRY 9T T 36
ST3eTelIS Y Tohd 8, Sif Jo¢ s STl & [T 3TeIT-37e3T 3TN HATY AR ey 3R 3a7hr
afafafert T qrea &7 § TR wte H1 3epfa & 8

Some apps allow parents to remotely lock devices and apps during sleeping hours and/or
school hours.

T Vol JTaeh! 1 Wt F TAT IJR/AT TFHe F TAT U1 3R TH T G787 T olieh
Tt T glaeraa

Meanwhile, teachers can communicate with their students via email, or send alerts through
non-addictive digital forums during daytime hours.

=4 o, [R1eTeh 319+ faenfiat & §8er & ATegs @ Harg < Tohd § a7 et & o Ik-
TR f3foiee Fat & ATeH | AT T Fhd B

Students should be strongly discouraged from conducting school assignments or group
projects via social media apps.

ezt 1 drerer AfSAT o & AreaH @ FHel FRF AT WHg TRASAE a1 A Gedddeh
galicaried foram e =nfeu|

Enabling parental controls for teen social media users is a constantly evolving challenge.
feReiIT Eirerer #NfEAT STLTHATHT & FrT eI forzf=ror FaTH HTAT IR faehfad el g5
Teh Faleh g1

After all, these young internet and Al-native users are often more tech-savvy than the very
adults trying to restrict their time online.

3NTERHR, I FaT gexAe AR Al-Afea STRTFHAT 3T 3o7 TIERT T Jolall & TS Tehelich! &9
H T BIA &, Sif 3eTh 3iTAciseT THT ol WAT FIet T IIH T @ B

GS Paper Il1: Disaster Management 31 August 2026
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31A8 | Nepal’s agony, the Himalayan warning to India
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Nepal disaster a grim reminder to rethink preparedness

The flash floods in Nepal have made it imperative for countries to be better prepared for natural disasters that are becoming unpredictable and frequent

| DATA POINT |

Sambavi Parthasarathy

he dire human and eco-

T nomic cost of the catas-
trophic flash floods in Ne-

pal on August 26, serves as a stark
reminder to countries of the ur-
gent need to strengthen their dis-
aster resilience and preparedness.
Nepal, which bore the brunt of
the latest glacial collapse, was al-
ready identified as being increas-
ingly vulnerable to Glacial Lake
Outburst Floods (GLOFs). As per
the UN Development Program, the
country had experienced 26 GLOF
events since the 1970s. Data show
that the world has lost over 9,500
gigatonnes of its glacier mass since

Stark warning

The data for charts were sourced from Our World in

Centre for Integrated Mountain Development (ICIMOD)’s “Changing Dynamics

of Glaciers in the Hindu Kush Himalayan Region 199t

Adaptation Initiative scores (2024) and Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S)

Data, EM-DAT, International

0-2020", Notre Dame Global

CHART 1: Annual change in glacier mass globally. Figures in gigatonnes

1975 (Chart 1). Several
ranges in the Himalayan region
such as Central Hi (which

200
A= =i = e e .
0 TABLE 1: India and Nepal fall under the “more vulnerable, less ready” group i.e.
they remain highly vulnerable and less ready to deal with disasters
200 T Less More Less More
group more ready | more ready less ready less ready
400 Upper 54% (25/46) | 0% (0/46) 39% (18/46) 7% (3/46)
Upper middle 38% (18/47) 19% (9/47) 329 (15/47) 11% (5/47)
00 Lowermiddle | 26% (12/47) | 34% (16/47) 9% (4/47) 32% (15/47)
- T T T T T T T T T T
7, o 7
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 ol 26 (1/47) % {13/4) 0% (0/47) O (33/47)

includes Nepal and India’s Uttarak-
hand) have recorded over 20% de-
cline in glacier area in three de-
cades (Chart 2).

With natural disasters becom-
ing frequent (Chart 3), it is imper-
ative for governments to assess
and be better prepared for disas-
ters. Just this month, Indonesia
witnessed a 7.7 magnitude earth-
quake, China battled typhoons,
and several European countries
combated wildfires.

Massive death tolls aside, they
displace millions of people (Chart
4). Further, the economic cost of
damages spans several billions
(Chart 5). Nepal’s Finance Minis-
ter told Reuters that the country
would require about $4 billion to
$5 billion to rebuild, nearly a tenth
of their economy.

Climate change impacts coun-
tries disproportionately. An assess-
ment of vulnerability (exposure,
sensitivity, and ability to adapt)
and readiness (ability to leverage
investments to adaptation actions)
of countries show that several low-
and lower-middle income coun-
tries remain highly vulnerable and
less ready to deal with such disas-
ters (Tahle 1)

CHART 2: Changes in glacier area between 1990 and 2020 across mountain ranges in the Hindu Kush Himalaya region, as mentioned in ICIMOD’s report. Figures in %

0

210 —
-20
The Central Himalaya (which includes Nepal
and India’s Uttarakhand) have recorded
-30 — over 20% decline in glacier area
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CHART 3: Reported number of natural disasters

acrosss the world since 1990
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CHART 4: People displaced internally due to
natural disasters each year. Figures in million

45.8

O O A B O O N
A S S S

2
2251

CHART 5: Economic damage caused by natural disasters
globally. Figures in $ billion
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31A8. Nepal disaster a grim reminder to rethink preparedness

AT Y HTIET HTIET-HIRY T TAfEar i 73R 71g et &

The dire human and economic cost of the catastrophic flash floods in Nepal on August 26,
serves as a stark reminder to countries of the urgent need to strengthen their disaster
resilience and preparedness.

26 37ITE FI GTT H 375 TAATMFRY HTHTEAF q1¢ T HIATAE ATAIT 3R 3T F arer i i
30T ITIET-Ffeera &THaT 3 A BT AT el T cTeenlel LI hT I3 F1e; feretredy

gl

Nepal, which bore the brunt of the latest glacial collapse, was already identified as being
increasingly vulnerable to Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs).

BT fRHeIE & 3ot T TIH 37T THTT SAelat aTell AUTST Ugol &1 fedeTe sfier & 3raes e
W 3T Tl 18 (GLOFs) & Ffd SR Secll HeaTerdT dTel 31 & &9 & Rfgad forar S ger

o]

As per the UN Development Program, the country had experienced 26 GLOF events since

the 1970s.

T g AH FREIFH (UNDP) & 31TER, 20 & 1970 o &2l & 319 oo GLOF $ 26 Team?

BT &l
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Data show that the world has lost over 9,500 gigatonnes of its glacier mass since 1975 (Chart
1).

3HTenal & IdT TeldT g foh 1975 T 379 deh 1a%d of 379eT 9,500 et & 31O ffareig geuae &
@ fearg (@ 1)1

Several mountain ranges in the Himalayan region such as Central Himalaya (which includes
Nepal and India’s Uttarakhand) have recorded over 20% decline in glacier area in three
decades (Chart 2).

RATeRI 817 T S IdT e, S Few AT (FraeT A9TeT 3R 7R FT 3RS A B),
H T g2t & {HeIg TP & 20% A IAF N FA T Hr s ¢ (T 2)|

With natural disasters becoming frequent (Chart 3), it is imperative for governments to assess
and be better prepared for disasters.

q@mmﬁﬁmm(ms)aﬁa@ﬁg TIHRT o TolT I3 T 3HTeholed el
3T 39 FOIT 95T 91T ¥ AR @aT AT

Just this month, Indonesia witnessed a 7.7 magnitude earthquake, China battled typhoons,
and several European countries combated wildfires.

S AN, AT F 7.7 e 7 7T 7T, T F THIAT b1 WIHAT FoHAT R JUhT 2t
o genfaer & wuy fham|

Massive death tolls aside, they displace millions of people (Chart 4).

IS TEAT H glel aTell Adgia & 3fARed, I 3MIeT @i dert & faeafa wcr € (I 4)|
Further, the economic cost of damages spans several billions (Chart 5).

g 3rfaRed, mmmaﬁﬁmmﬁmﬁmﬁc@aﬁ% (@TE 5)]

Nepal’s Finance Minister told Reuters that the country would require about $4 billion to $5
billion to rebuild, nearly a tenth of their economy.

AT & T AN Reutersaﬁm%aﬂaﬁgﬂﬁﬂm?%aﬂm4#5Wﬁmﬁ
3TIRIHAT g1ofY, S IHPT IITTEAT & TITHIT g foFq F SR &

Climate change impacts countries disproportionately.
Srerary aRaEe &1 FeTTd Tt 231 R AT &9 § Isar g

An assessment of vulnerability (exposure, sensitivity, and ability to adapt) and readiness
(ability to leverage investments to adaptation actions) of countries show that several low and
lower-middle income countries remain highly vulnerable and less ready to deal with such
disasters (Table 1).

ot hr wagerRfteraT (SNTEH & Fueh H T, HaeeTeNeldT 3R 3fefeheleT chl &THAT) AT AeaaT
(3TeTepereT Tt St & ToIT fovaer shr JerTdl STATET et T &THT) o 3Teholel § Tl oldl & foh
Fs e 3R AeT-Teas 3 arer 321 319 ot 37T Haegareher & 31k oY 3mgerst & fAuesy
& forw 3r9atTed A IR § (Arferr 1) |
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Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. In politics,
he was the first PM of his newly independent country while she became
the first woman President of the UN General Assembly in 1953. Name the
famous siblings. Ans: Jawaharlal Nehru and Vijayalakshmi Pandit

2. This famous 1807 work that narrated the works of a famous English
playwright was authored by a brother-sister duo. Name them and the
work. Ans: Charles and Mary Lamb’s ‘Tales of Shakespeare’

3. According to historians, Ptolemy XIll and Ptolemy XIV were consorts and
ruled alongside their sister, who is considerably more famous and
legendary than the two men. Name her. Ans: Cleopatra

4. In later Ramayana traditions, what was the name of Rama’s elder sister.
Ans: Shanta, wife of Rishyasringa

5. Name the Russian siblings who have not only won titles at a tennis
Major but are the only brother and sister to reach the No.1 ranking in
singles. Ans: Marat Safin and Dinara Safina

6. The National Bravery awards given by the Indian government are named
after two teenagers who were murdered in 1978. Name the two. Ans:
Geeta and Sanjay Chopra

7. In Greek myth, name the twins born to Zeus and Leto. Ans: Apollo and
Artemis

Visual: Name these siblings who have also won Oscars apart from the
Grammys and other leading awards. Ans: Billie Eilish and Finneas
0’Connell

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan | Tamal Biswas | Sukdev Shet | Piyali
Tuli | Arun Kumar Singh

31A8.Quiz

1. Jawaharlal Nehru and Vijayalakshmi Pandit

e Jawaharlal Nehru became the first Prime
Minister of independent India on 15 August 1947 and
remained in office until his death on 27 May 1964.

e His sister, Vijayalakshmi Pandit, was a
distinguished diplomat, politician and freedom fighter.
e On 15 September 1953, she was elected
President of the eighth session of the United Nations

General Assembly.

e She thereby became the first woman and the
first Indian woman to hold this prestigious international
position.

e She also served as India’s ambassador to the
Soviet Union, the United States, Mexico, Ireland and
Spain.

2. Charles and Mary Lamb’s Tales from Shakespeare

e Charles Lamb and Mary Lamb were English siblings who jointly wrote Tales from

Shakespeare, first published in 1807.

e The book converted the plots of 20 plays by William Shakespeare into prose narratives

accessible to young readers.

e Mary Lamb primarily adapted the comedies, while Charles Lamb generally retold the

tragedies.

e The collection included adaptations of Hamlet, Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest and

The Merchant of Venice.

e Although Mary made a decisive contribution, her name did not appear on the title page until
1838, reflecting contemporary gender prejudices.

3. Cleopatra Vi

e The famous sister was Cleopatra VII, the last active ruler of Egypt’s Ptolemaic dynasty.
e Following the death of her father, Ptolemy XII, she became joint ruler with her younger

brother Ptolemy XIIl in 51 BCE.

o After Ptolemy Xlll died during the Alexandrian War in 47 BCE, Cleopatra ruled jointly with

another brother, Ptolemy XIV.

e The Ptolemaic royal family followed the practice of marriage between siblings to preserve

dynastic legitimacy.

o Cleopatra later allied herself with Julius Caesar and Mark Antony and remained queen until
her death in 30 BCE, after which Egypt came under Roman control.

4. Shanta, Wife of Rishyasringa

¢ In later Ramayana traditions, Shanta is regarded as the elder sister of Rama and the

daughter of King Dasharatha.

e Some traditions describe her as the daughter of Dasharatha and Kausalya, who was

adopted by King Romapada of Anga.

e She was subsequently married to the sage Rishyasringa, who was associated with the
restoration of rainfall and prosperity in Anga.
¢ Rishyasringa later conducted Dasharatha’s Putrakameshti sacrifice, which preceded the

birth of Rama and his brothers.

o However, Shanta’s identification as Rama'’s sister is especially prominent in later regional
traditions rather than uniformly developed in every version of the Ramayana.
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5. Marat Safin and Dinara Safina

Russian tennis players Marat Safin and Dinara Safina remain the only brother-sister
combination to have attained the world No. 1 singles ranking.

Marat became ATP world No. 1 in November 2000 and won the 2000 US Open and 2005
Australian Open men’s singles titles.

Dinara became WTA world No. 1 on 20 April 2009 and held the position for 26 non-
consecutive weeks.

Although Dinara never won a Grand Slam singles title, she won the 2007 US Open women’s
doubles title with Nathalie Dechy.

Thus, both won Major titles, but in different categories.

6. Geeta and Sanjay Chopra

Geeta Chopra and Sanjay Chopra were siblings who were kidnapped and murdered in New
Delhi on 26 August 1978.

They resisted their abductors, Kuljeet Singh alias Ranga and Jasbir Singh alias Billa,
displaying exceptional courage.

The Geeta Chopra Award and Sanjay Chopra Award were subsequently instituted in their
memory for acts of bravery by children.

These awards formed part of the bravery awards administered by the Indian Council for
Child Welfare, rather than being independent awards directly instituted by the Government of
India.

The siblings were also posthumously honoured with the Kirti Chakra for their courage.

7. Apollo and Artemis

In Greek mythology, Apollo and Artemis were divine twins born to Zeus and the Titan
goddess Leto.

According to a prominent tradition, the twins were born on the island of Delos after Hera
prevented Leto from finding a secure place for childbirth.

Apollo was associated with prophecy, music, healing, archery and light. His principal oracle
was located at Delphi.

Artemis was the goddess of hunting, wilderness, wild animals and childbirth and was
frequently represented carrying a bow.

Despite their different functions, both deities were renowned archers and occupied important
positions among the twelve Olympian gods.

Visual: Billie Eilish and Finneas O’Connell

Billie Eilish and Finneas O’Connell are American siblings and creative collaborators known
for writing, producing and performing award-winning music.

They jointly won the Academy Award for Best Original Song in 2022 for No Time to Die,
composed for the James Bond film of the same name.

They won the Oscar again in 2024 for What Was | Made For? from the film Barbie.

The latter composition also received major honours, including Grammy Awards for Song of
the Year and Best Song Written for Visual Media.

Finneas is Billie’s principal producer and co-writer and also maintains an independent musical
career.
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NOted Commemamr Mary Carillo 31A8. Noted commentator Mary Carillo
inducted into the Hall of Fame inducted into the Hall of Fame

yfage FAeet AN FRaT Y g 3w S
nfA forar arar

¢ Noted tennis commentator, analyst, and former
player Mary Carillo was inducted into the International
Tennis Hall of Fame in the Contributor Category on
Saturday.

6 b gl fod wAeeR, favave 3R g [t A8 FRar 1
. s s or e TSI &Y International Tennis Hall of Fame &t
v RE—

Noted tennis commentator, analyst, and former player Mary Carilo ~ CONtributor Category # fAer fepar I

e T Tl e Carillo, introduced by Billie Jean King at the
ontributor -ategory on Saturday. Larifo, introcuced By BL1e €Al caremony, won the mixed doubles title along with John
King at the ceremony, won the mixed doubles title along with John . y
McEnroe at the French Open in 1977 during a three-year career. McEnroe at the French Open in 1977 during a three-year
career.

ARG & farel St fhar garT IRRIT F30$ 718 FRer 7 379 T a¥ F FRWW & g7 1977 F
French Open & SileT #%Fet & Y TATST arel (mixed doubles) T T&dTe St 7|

Emotional Federer breaks down 31A8. Emotional Federer breaks down

5 during Hall of Fame speech
during Hall of Fame speech S

GHERRILES

e During his nearly 30-minute Hall of Fame
speech, Roger Federer choked up a few times.

379eY STITIAT 30 THACT oI gieT 3HTF BT YT & SR
S HEW S a1 AT 81 1T

e It began to get tough for him halfway
through, when he talked about his childhood hero,
Stefan Edberg, but he called it “happy tears.”

arp SO & oy 3 3o7eh forw Feufa s11geh gY 1, o9 3ogiat
During his nearly 30-minute Hall of Fame speech, Roger Federer & et & SR F a1 A,

choked up a few times. It began to get tough for him halfway CIEG RG] “q&ﬂ' F 3-1'71;’\” el |
through, when he talked about his childhood hero, Stefan Edberg, e Then he was brought to tears again when he
but he called it “happy tears.” Then he was brought to tears again spoke about his longtime coach Severin Luthi

when he spoke about his longtime coach Severin Luthi. 3'\'43? STE 39S oY TET & R @At ﬁiﬁ S
1T Tl U I T & $11g @YY A 731

rce ]
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