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Visual Question: 
Name the place where this famous statue of Lord 
Muruga is located.  
 

The famous gigantic golden statue of Lord Muruga 
(Murugan) located at Batu Caves, near Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. 
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31A8.  BJP hails 1857 icon at Lok Sabha event; SP questions 1 lakh jobs vow 

                 BJP    1857                     ; SP    1                     प  
           

 Senior Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Sunday 
paid tribute to the 1857 freedom fighter Rani Avanti Bai Lodhi, saying her patriotism and 

bravery transcended all social and gender barriers. 

                  प    (BJP)      औ                                    1857                   
                                                                   औ                    

औ                          

‗Beyond caste, gender‘ 

‗     औ          प  ‘ 

 ―Avanti Bai Lodhi taught that patriotism and bravery can‘t be confined to the boundaries of 
any caste, class or gender,‖ said Mr. Singh at the event in Lucknow, organised by the Lodhi 
Kshatriya Rajput Sabha. 

             प              ख ऊ                                   , ―                  
  ख               औ                       ,                                             ‖ 

 Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, who was also present at the event, said no single individual, 

party or region can claim credit for India‘s freedom movement. 

                                                                                        

     ,                                 
 He also hit out at Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav for not offering condolences on the 

death of former CM Kalyan Singh, a Lodhi leader. 

                प                                                   ,                        
  ,                                                            

 Meanwhile, the SP chief took a swipe at Mr. Adityanath over his remark that his government 
will provide jobs to 1 lakh youth in the next six months. 

इ     , SP    ख                                                                           
                   छ           1                                  

 ―Now, with only a few days left, they are saying that 1 lakh jobs will be given. 

―             छ              ,                    1                         
 After January, the Model Code of Conduct will come into force,‖ he said. 

                                           ,‖             
 The Assembly election is due in early 2027. 

               2027                      

Growing presence 

              

 The Defence Minister, who is an MP from Lucknow, and the CM hailed the role of women in 
different spheres, from bagging sports medals to defending the country. 

 ख ऊ                   औ              ख                                                   

                                        
 Avanti Bai not only challenged British rule but also confronted a system that underestimated 

women, Mr. Singh said, adding that her life is an example of women‘s empowerment. 

                                                             ,                            
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                                ;                                                  

    
 ―In the Army, sports … India‘s women are demonstrating their capabilities. 

―    , ख  ...                  प                              
 From the heights of Siachen to the depths of the seas, they are playing an important role in 

strengthening the country,‖ said the Defence Minister. 

                                             ,                                              
      ,‖                  

 Mr. Adityanath attacked the SP, alleging that its government had tried to close the Provincial 
Armed Constabulary (PAC). 

               SP                                                                      
(PAC)                              

 Three all-woman PAC battalions have been formed, with one each stationed in Lucknow, 
Gorakhpur and Badaun. 

          PAC                      ,            -    ख ऊ,    ख    औ                      
 The battalion in Badaun is named after Avanti Bai Lodhi, he added. 

                                                                   ख          
 The CM said his government will provide scooters to 50,000 women as a tribute to Rani 

Lakshmi Bai. 

                              50,000                            ,                     
               

‗Govt. failed the poor‘ 

‗                              ‘ 

 Addressing a media briefing at his party headquarters, the SP chief hit out at the BJP-led 
regime in U.P., accusing it of corruption and of ―failing the poor‖. 

                                                   SP    ख                BJP-             
          औ                    ―                  ‖                

 The Kannauj MP also reiterated his promise of reopening 26,000 primary schools, which he 

said had been closed down during the Adityanath government, and again underlined his 
party‘s demand for a caste census and equitable rights for disadvantaged groups. 

                  26,000                                                           ,       
                                                                     ;                    
औ                                                                   ख            

 Last week, he had announced a ‗Stree Samman Samridhhi Yojana‘ under which each 

woman would receive assistance of ₹40,000 every year. 

  छ                ‗                      ‘               ,                             
    ₹40,000                      

 Mainpuri MP Dimple Yadav, who was also present at the announcement, had said, ―Women‘s 
power will develop not merely by talking about it, but by giving true representation to women. 

                       प                प                , ―                                 

            ,                                                        
 Respect and prosperity of every woman included in the PDA as Aadhi Abadi (half the 

population, or women) is our resolve. 

                   PDA                               औ                        ‖ 
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31A8.  PM pays tribute at Shastri Memorial, plants tree with Uzbekistan 
President 

                        प             प     ,                   प          प    
      

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi paid floral tributes at the Shastri Memorial in Uzbekistan‘s 
capital on Sunday, honouring the legacy of former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri by 
planting a tree along with Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev. 

                                                                                             

   औ                                                                                   
                               

 Shastri, India‘s second Prime Minister, died in the Uzbek capital on January 11, 1966, just 
hours after signing the historic Tashkent Declaration to end the 1965 India-Pakistan War. 

                                           11       1966                                     
      , 1965        -                                                                   
          छ              

 His ―timeless call of ‗Jai Jawan, Jai Kisan‘ continues to inspire generations,‖ the External 

Affairs Ministry said, adding that his life ―embodied simplicity, courage and unwavering 
devotion to the nation.‖ 
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                            ―‗       ,         ‘                                       

       ,‖ औ                   ―     ,      औ                     प  ‖             
 Mr. Modi and Mr. Mirziyoyev also jointly planted a tree in the Presidential Palace garden 

under India‘s Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam initiative and Uzbekistan‘s ‗Yashil Makon‘ green efforts, 

the Ministry said in a post on X. 

          X                              औ                           ‗   प             ‘ प   

औ                ‗           ‘                                                           

               
 ―The gesture reflects the shared commitment of India and Uzbekistan towards nurturing a 

greener and more sustainable future,‖ it said. 

             , ―            औ                          औ                               

                           ‖ 
 The tree-planting ceremony came after the Prime Minister held delegation-level talks with the 

Uzbek President at the Kuksaroy Presidential Palace as part of his two-day state visit to 

Uzbekistan. 

                                                                                         

    प                                                                         
 The two countries agreed to elevate their bilateral Strategic Partnership to a 

Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, setting a bilateral trade target of $5 billion by 2030. 

                                                 प                                       
                 औ  2030                          5                         

Uzbek honour to Modi 

                                  

 Mr. Mirziyoyev also conferred Uzbekistan‘s highest honour for foreign leaders, the Oliy 
Darajali Do‘stlik Order, on Mr. Modi for his contribution to strengthening the friendship 

between the nations. 

                                                                                               
                                        ‗                        ‘               

 Earlier in the day, he attended a yoga session by the Yoga Federation of Uzbekistan and 

met members of the Indian diaspora. 

       इ        ,                                                                    औ  
                                            

 Later, Mr. Modi arrived in Kyrgyzstan, where he is to attend the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summit. 

      ,                         ,                             (SCO)             

                

 

 

31A8. China supports India for Security Council seat 

      प                                             

 New Delhi, August 30: The Chinese Ambassador-designate, Mr. 
Chen Chao Yusu, is expected to arrive in Delhi in the next two weeks and 
present his credentials well before October 1 to make his first public 

appearance at the Embassy‘s national day reception. 
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         , 30     :                                                                           
1                                     -                           ,                    
                                                             

 As a happy augury to the restoration of Ambassador-level representation, China has fallen in 
line with the rest of the Asian Group in the United Nations in supporting India‘s 
candidature for one of the two Asian seats on the Security Council to be vacated by Japan 

on completion of its two-year term. 

       -                                                     ,                              

                                 प                                                  
                          ,                                                           

 At the Asian Group meeting in New York on August 16, which incidentally was presided 
over by the Bangladesh representative, China went along with the other members in 
supporting Japan‘s suggestion that India should be nominated for this seat. 

 16                                                 ,                                   
                ,                                  इ                                       

                               
 The other two countries in the field, the Philippines and Mongolia, withdrew in India‘s favour 

after several countries spoke in support of its candidature. 

 इ                               ,     प    औ          ,                                       
                              प      प               प         

 In accordance with the normal practice, the Bangladesh Chairman of the 34-member Asian 
Group has formally notified the other regional groups of its decision to nominate India. 

                       , 34                                                                
                 औ                                          

 
 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 31 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
31A8 ‗Hindutva‘s vision of Bharat includes Muslims 

‗                   प    प                         ‘ 
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31A8. ‗Hindutva‘s vision of Bharat includes Muslims 

‗                   प    प                         ‘ 

 Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan Bhagwat on Saturday said that Hindutva 
does not envisage a Bharat (name he uses for India) without Muslims, asserting that a person 
who believes Muslims should have no place in the country would cease to be a Hindu. 

                    (RSS)    ख                                                              

(                                )                          औ                              

                                                           ,                         
 Addressing an event in New York City, where he spoke with leaders from different 

communities and religions, Mr. Bhagwat said that Muslims, during a dialogue with him, had 
questioned him about the RSS‘s vision of a ―Hindu Rashtra‖ and whether Muslims would be 
driven out of the country. 

                                                    ,                            औ         
                       ,                                                             RSS    
―          ‖             औ  इ                                                             
       

 ―I said ‗no‘, that is not Hindutva. 

―        , ‗    ‘,                     
 If any Hindu thinks that there should be no Muslims in Bharat, he will not remain Hindu,‖ he 

said. 

                                                            ,                       ,‖             
 Mr. Bhagwat stressed that while people may follow different religions, humanity remains one. 

                                                             ,                             
 ―We live in a society where religions may be different, but humanity is one,‖ he said, adding 

that India‘s tradition had been to provide shelter to people irrespective of their religious 
identity. 

          , ―                                   -              ,                   ,‖ औ  
                                                                                          
        

 He also cited the RSS‘s service activities to underline his claim that the organisation does not 
discriminate on the basis of religion. 

            ख                  RSS                             ख                           
                        

 According to him, around 1.3 lakh service projects are being run by RSS volunteers with the 
help of the public. 

           ,                   RSS                      1.3          प                  

              
 Recalling an incident in Dadri, Haryana, where two aircraft from Muslim-majority countries 

collided, Mr. Bhagwat said RSS volunteers were among the first to reach the site. 

                                               ,            -                                ,    
                RSS                                          प        
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 As all passengers had died, the volunteers helped arrange funerals and assisted relatives in 
identifying the victims, he said. 

                                                , इ                                             
          औ                                                

Talks with minorities 

  प                    

 ―We don‘t have the thought that they are Muslims,‖ Mr. Bhagwat said, referring to the RSS 
volunteers‘ approach to relief and service. 

―                                               ,‖                  औ              RSS 

                            ख               
 He said the organisation‘s approach was rooted in the belief that ―we‖ and ―ours‖ should 

replace the narrow focus on ―me‖ and ―mine‖. 

                               इ                         ―  ‖ औ  ―    ‖                 
               ―  ‖ औ  ―     ‖             

 ―Where there is ‗me‘ and ‗mine‘, there is no solution. 

―     ‗  ‘ औ  ‗    ‘   ,                          
 ‗We‘ and ‗ours‘ is the solution,‖ he said. 

‗  ‘ औ  ‗     ‘             ,‖             
 Mr. Bhagwat also referred to the RSS‘s dialogue with members of minority communities, 

saying that the organisation had begun engaging more extensively with Muslims and 
Christians in Bharat after 2018. 

              प                              RSS                    ख      औ         

         2018                         औ     इ                                          

      
 ―Dialogue is the first step, and service is another step,‖ he said. 

          , ―      प           औ                    ‖ 
 Invoking the example of Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, the RSS chief said the spiritual 

teacher had practised different religious traditions, including Islam and Christianity. 

        प                         RSS    ख           इ                  इ     औ       

                       प  प                      
 He quoted him as saying: ―As many ways, as many thoughts. 

                                      : ―          ,             
 All lead to one way.‖ 

                                ‖ 
 Mr. Bhagwat said the idea of the unity of humanity was embedded in India‘s traditional 

thought as well as in the Constitution. 

                                                                            -               
             

 He argued that social change could not be achieved through politics alone and called for 
initiatives based on selfless service, dialogue and unity. 

                           प                                                        औ  
             ,                                              

 ―Things cannot be achieved through politics alone. 

―                                                      
 Sorry to say, but the fact is that politics has now become a game of self-interest. 

            ख     ,                                                      



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
0 

 Our experience in India is that we have to start with society, and we have started it,‖ he said. 

                                                        , औ       इ                  ,‖ 
            

GS Paper 1: Geography 31 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

31A8 Aranmula boat race — a symbol of Keralam‘s rich culture, says V-P 

                 —                              ,  प    प          
31A8 After three decades of wait, Naidu to inaugurate Veligonda irrigation project 

                                                      प                  

 
 

 

31A8. Aranmula boat race — a symbol of 
Keralam‘s rich culture, says V-P 

                 —                          
    ,  प    प          

 The Aranmula Uthrattathi boat race stands as a 
timeless symbol of Keralam‘s rich cultural heritage, deep 
devotion, and enduring traditions, Vice-President C.P. 
Radhakrishnan said while inaugurating the event at 
Aranmula in Pathanamthitta district on Sunday. 

            .प .                                          
                                                   

                                                 

      ,           औ                                 
         

 He added that the town itself is named after the 
ancient Parthasarathy temple, which boasts a heritage 

spanning nearly 1,800 years, and is equally famed as the 
birthplace of the Geographical Indication (GI) tagged 

Aranmula Kannadi (metal mirror). 

              इ                        प                  
             ,                   1,800                 

  , औ                    (GI)                    (     
    )                                  

 Stressing the importance of safeguarding cultural 
legacies, the Vice-President pointed out the vital need to 
preserve and promote traditional arts and crafts. 

                                                  

                          औ                              

                                            
 He praised the majestic, beautifully decorated Palliyodams powered by over a hundred 

oarsmen rowing in complete unison, serving as a masterclass in physical endurance and 
extraordinary craftsmanship. 

       100                                                       ,     औ                    
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   प                           औ                                           प-        
                             

 He remarked that the Aranmula boat race has captivated visitors from across India and 
around the globe for centuries, securing a prominent place for Aranmula on the cultural and 
tourism map — a legacy that must be carefully preserved for future generations. 

                                                     औ                                         
                         औ  प            प                         —                    
                                                   

 Festivals, he observed, serve as a poignant reminder of the remarkable power of heritage to 
unite people and fortify social bonds. 

                     इ                                                              औ  
                                                     

 He pointed out that tradition and modernity are not conflicting forces, but rather pillars that 
can comfortably coexist. 

              प  प   औ                                       ,                               
                             

 He added that while Keralam celebrates Onam, Odisha observes the Rath Yatra in Puri. 

                                            ,               प                                  
 He observed that a shared culture consistently binds the nation together. 

                                                               
 He also expressed his deep delight at having presided over the Rajya Sabha session during 

which the Bill to rename the State as ―Keralam‖ was passed. 

       इ                                                                       ,       
                  ―     ‖                                    
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31A8. After three decades of wait, Naidu to inaugurate Veligonda irrigation 
project 

                                                      प                  

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu will inaugurate the first phase of the 
Poola Subbaiah Veligonda irrigation project in Markapuram district and release water on 

Monday. 

                       .                                           प                            

प                                    औ     छ           
 Interestingly, Mr. Naidu laid the foundation stone for the project on March 5, 1996, as the 

Chief Minister of undivided Andhra Pradesh. 

                                5     , 1996                                           इ  

                      ख      
 The project will bring much relief to the people of the drought-prone areas of Markapuram, 

Prakasam, Nellore and Kadapa districts. 

                 प   ,      ,        औ     प            ख -                              

            
 The State government is organising the inauguration ceremony under the theme — 

Velugonda Jala Sirulu – Abhivruddhiki Rekkalu (Velugonda Waters – Wings for 

Development). 

                                  ―                  –                  ‖ (            

—            ख)                           
 For decades, the region has faced inadequate rainfall, depleted groundwater, fluoride 

contamination, and a shortage of irrigation water. 

        इ          प          ,            ,               औ                            
             

 Once fully operational, the Veligonda project will serve 30 mandals across the Prakasam, 
Markapuram, Nellore, and Kadapa districts, providing irrigation for 4.47 lakh acres and 

drinking water for 23 lakh people. 

                               ,                        ,      प   ,        औ     प          30 

                            4.47                            औ  23                       

              
 The project diverts Krishna river water from the Srisailam reservoir, stores it in the 

Nallamala Sagar, and distributes it through main canals. 

                                                                                    औ  
                                          

Direct beneficiaries 

            

 With the inauguration of Phase-I, 10.70 tmc ft of water will be released into Nallamala Sagar, 
providing irrigation for approximately 1.19 lakh acres and drinking water for 4 lakh people. 

   -I                 , 10.70 TMC                        छ         ,            1.19 

                           औ  4                                   
 Improved irrigation security will reduce uncertainty for farmers and facilitate crop 

diversification. 

                                                       औ                        
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GS Paper II: Polity 31 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

31A8 Justice Bhuyan calls for appointing ‗brilliant minds‘ from legal academia as judges in 
SC 

                                   ‗                 ‘    SC                            
           

31A8 Delay in prorogation of Parliament leading to suspicion: Ramesh 

                                              :      

31A8 OBC creamy layer and the income test 

OBC           औ     प     

 
 

 
 

31A8. Justice Bhuyan calls for appointing ‗brilliant minds‘ from legal academia 
as judges in SC 

                                   ‗                 ‘    SC                    

                   

 As student bodies across premier national universities object to Chief Justice of India Surya 
Kant‘s remarks and refuse to have him over for their convocations, Supreme Court judge 
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan on Sunday pushed for the activation of presidential power to directly 
appoint ―distinguished jurists‖, including legal academicians, as judges in the top court of 
the country. 
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   ख                        छ                                                              
           औ                                             इ                ,               

                                                                                            

              ―                  ‖                                                        
          

 ―While our Constitution has a provision for appointment of a jurist as a judge of the Supreme 
Court, no jurist has been appointed so far to the Supreme Court though the Constitution has 
completed more than 76 years,‖ Justice Bhuyan pointed out at the 13th convocation of the 
National Law University, Delhi. 

                       ,          13                                          , ―            
                                                                                       , 
                 76                                                                            
                        ‖ 

 Justice Bhuyan said that as important as the right to question was the tolerance to 
disagreement. 

                                                                                          
 ―A democratic society cannot be built on the edifice that everyone will think alike,‖ he said. 

          , ―                          इ                 ख                              
       ‖ 

Bar Council row 

                  

 The comments from the Supreme Court judge follow a recent debacle by the Bar Council of 
India, which ordered State Bar Councils to bar the professional enrolment of the 2026 batch 
of NALSAR students for objecting to have CJI Kant over as the chief guest for their 

convocation over his oral comments in court using terms such as ―cockroach‖ and ―parasites‖. 

                                                                                         , 
                           NALSAR    2026                                                  
            ,       छ                CJI            ―      ‖ औ  ―प     ‖                   

                                                                                         

    
 The BCI had to retract the order after public pressure. 

BCI                   प          प       प    
 ―Tolerance is not merely a matter of personal courtesy. 

―                                                
 It is a constitutional value. 

                         
 A democracy becomes meaningful not when everyone speaks the same language of thought, 

but when different voices can co-exist, be heard and be treated with dignity,‖ Justice Bhuyan 
said. 

                      , ―                                                               ,      

                                   -                ,             औ                      

         ‖ 
 The judge said the maturity of a democracy was reflected not merely in how it responded to 

opinions that were difficult, unpopular or inconvenient. 
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                             प  प          इ                                     , 

                                                      
 The courage to voice unpopular opinions began at universities, the Supreme Court judge 

said. 

                                                                                        
             

 He said the 76-year reluctance to activate Article 124(3) for appointment of legal academics 

as Supreme Court judges in the category of ―distinguished jurists‖ may have been either due 
to the feeling that there was not enough ―depth in the Indian academia‖ or because the 
provision was simply not seriously taken. 

              ―                  ‖                                                           
                                 124(3)                 76                छ                 
                           ―                                  ‖        ,        इ         

                                
 As a result, brilliant minds, men and women with legal scholarship, who could have 

significantly contributed on the Bench missed the opportunity to serve as judges of the 
Supreme Court. 

इ              ,                  ,                             औ         ,               
                          ,                                                         ख        

 Justice Bhuyan dismissed the oft-repeated argument that legal academics and scholars lack 
the practical experience that serve judges. 

                   इ     -                            ख                              औ  
                                                            

 ―But this is a very shallow objection. 

―                       प       
 Supreme Court is not only the highest adjudicatory body but it is the moral, legal and 

constitutional conscience keeper of the nation. 

                                                     ,                      ,        औ  
               -           

 It is above technicalities. 

                  प      
 The reason for having this provision of distinguished jurist in Article 124(3) is to diversify the 

Bench with talented judges,‖ he said. 

          , ―    छ   124(3)                        इ                                          
             प                      ‖ 

Who is a jurist? 

                    ? 

 In India, the judge said, the term ―jurist‖ was being applied very loosely.  

                           ―        ‖                        औ                              
 ―A lawyer or a judge of repute is often described as a jurist. 

―                                                            
 Certainly, a lawyer and a judge can be a jurist, and there are many such instances, but in the 

context of Article 124(3), it extends beyond the above two categories. 

            ,          औ                               औ                    ,       

        124(3)                                                         
 A person who is skilled in law or knowledgeable in the field of law would be qualified to be 

termed as a ‗jurist‘,‖ Justice Bhuyan said. 
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                      , ―                                               ,    ‗        ‘           
          ‖ 

 A ‗distinguished jurist‘ could be a great value addition to the Bench. 

   ‗                ‘     प                                           
 By his or her scholarship, he or she can make a visible contribution to the decision-making 

process at the top level. 

                 प                                         -                            
         

 Participation of renowned legal academia and scholars would have a defining impact on the 
judicial functioning of the Supreme Court, Justice Bhuyan said. 

                                              औ                                          
                                     

 

31A8. Delay in prorogation of Parliament 
leading to suspicion: Ramesh 

                                              :      

 Speculation abounds about a possible Special 
Session of Parliament to revive the Delimitation Bill, with 

the Monsoon Session yet to be prorogued, or formally ended, 
17 days after the last meeting of the House. 

प                                                      

                                        ,                    

        17                                ,       औ       

           ,              
 On August 13, both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya 

Sabha were adjourned sine die, bringing Parliament‘s 
Monsoon Session to a close. 

13                औ         ,                       
          (adjourned sine die)            ,               
                        

 However, the session is yet to end formally. 

       ,       औप         प                   
 It remains technically alive, allowing the government 

to reconvene Parliament without issuing a fresh presidential 
summons. 

                                  ,                

                                                 
 The Congress has continued to press for clarity, 

questioning the unusual delay. 

                                                औ  इ  

                                 
 ―The continued delay in prorogation is mystifying and certainly leads to suspicions that some 

mischief is afoot. 

―                                        औ          प                  प                   
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 The Home Minister does not have a super-tainted two-thirds majority and is probably Jairam 
Ramesh engaging in mind games of bluff and bluster,‖ Congress communications chief 
Jairam Ramesh told The Hindu. 

                      -                            औ                  औ                    
                    ख         ,‖                    ख               The Hindu           

 Party president Mallikarjun Kharge, in a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday, 

reiterated the party‘s position on delimitation and the expansion of the Lok Sabha, insisting 
that the existing strength of the Lower House be frozen at 543 seats for next 15 years. 

                                                               ख                औ         
                      ख                                                543                  
     15                  ख       

 The Congress chief also sought the implementation of the legislation to reserve a third of the 
seats for women MPs in the 2029 Lok Sabha election. 

               2029                                          -                             
                                  

 Speculation abounds about a possible Special Session of Parliament to revive the 

Delimitation Bill, with the Monsoon Session yet to be prorogued, or formally ended, 17 days 
after the last meeting of the House. 

प                                                                                        
      ,                            17                                ,       औ          

        ,              
 On August 13, both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha were adjourned sine die, bringing 

Parliament‘s Monsoon Session to a close. 

13                औ         ,                                 (adjourned sine die) 

           ,                                       
 However, the session is yet to end formally. 

       ,       औप         प                   
 It remains technically alive, allowing the government to reconvene Parliament without issuing 

a fresh presidential summons. 

                                  ,                                                        
         

 The Congress has continued to press for clarity, questioning the unusual delay. 

                                                औ  इ                                   
 ―The continued delay in prorogation is mystifying and certainly leads to suspicions that some 

mischief is afoot. 

―                                        औ          प                  प                   

                
 The Home Minister does not have a super-tainted two-thirds majority and is probably Jairam 

Ramesh engaging in mind games of bluff and bluster,‖ Congress communications chief 
Jairam Ramesh told The Hindu. 

                      -                            औ                  औ                    
                    ख         ,‖                    ख               The Hindu           

 Party president Mallikarjun Kharge, in a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday, 
reiterated the party‘s position on delimitation and the expansion of the Lok Sabha, insisting 
that the existing strength of the Lower House be frozen at 543 seats for next 15 years. 

                                                               ख                औ         
                      ख                                                543                  
     15                  ख       
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 The Congress chief also sought the implementation of the legislation to reserve a third of the 
seats for women MPs in the 2029 Lok Sabha election. 

               2029                                          -                             
                                  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
31A8. OBC creamy layer and the income test 

OBC           औ     प     

 The Supreme Court has said it will consider setting up a Bench to hear the Centre‘s 
application seeking clarification over its March 11 judgment on the income test component of 
the OBC creamy layer exclusion criteria. 
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                              OBC                                   प                   
11                                                                                           

                          
 Retrospectively implementing the judgment on the income/wealth test for OBC creamy layer 

determination is ―extremely difficult‖ and will cause a ―cascading effect‖ in the settled services 
from 2012 till now, with the impact extending to ―all categories, including the Unreserved 
category‖, the Centre said in a batch of applications. 

                                     OBC                               /  प   प            
                                   ―          ‖      औ  2012                                
इ    ―   प                ‖      ,            ―                            ‖           

      

Why does the Centre call the ruling ‗extremely difficult‘ to implement? 

                          ‗          ‘            ? 

 The Supreme Court on March 11 delivered its judgment in a batch of cases pending for close 
to a decade, relating to how the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) should 
interpret the crucial income/wealth test, which is one of the layers through which the ―creamy 
layer‖ (or relatively socially and economically forward) among the Other Backward Classes 
communities is excluded from availing the benefit of reservation. 

                 11                                                                   , 
   इ                                              (DoPT)               /  प   प        
                          ;                                             छ                  
    ―         ‖                         औ                                           

              ख           
 The cases that eventually came before the court involved claims by at least 50 OBC 

candidates who had appeared in Civil Services Examinations (CSE) since 2015 and were 
excluded from consideration for an OBC-reserved post after the DoPT classified them as part 
of the creamy layer solely based on their parents‘ income. 

                                   -  -   50 OBC                          ,         
2015                       (CSE)                औ        DoPT                  -        
                                                    OBC-      प                          
         

 The Supreme Court found that the DoPT was incorrectly applying the income test for this 
category of OBC candidates and directed the government to create supernumerary posts for 
the OBC candidates to whom the income test had been applied with what it called ―hostile 
discrimination,‖ and allot them services according to their ranks in their respective CSE years. 

                         DoPT इ          OBC                प                          
       औ                            OBC                         प  (supernumerary 

posts)               ,                 इ                                        ―       

       (hostile discrimination)‖    ,                       CSE                           
                       

What are the criteria for exclusion? 

                        ? 

 The creamy layer concept among OBCs emerged from the Supreme Court‘s 1992 ruling in 
the Indra Sawhney case, which paved the way for the implementation of OBC reservations. 
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OBC                                              1992                                       
  ,       OBC                                      

 The idea was to exclude OBC candidates whose families had accumulated social and 
economic privileges over the years from the benefits of reservation. 

इ               OBC                                  ख     ,                               

        औ                                     
 Such candidates came to be described as belonging to the ―creamy layer‖. 

                ―         ‖                           
 To clarify which categories of OBC candidates would fall under the creamy layer, the DoPT 

issued an Office Memorandum [(OM), a guiding charter] in September 1993, laying down the 
criteria for exclusion. 

                       OBC                -                                    , DoPT    
       1993                 प  (OM)          ,                                          

 The OM prescribed several categories of exclusion, including children of senior constitutional, 
judicial, government and armed forces officers. 

इ                                                      ,                      ,       , 

       औ                                             
 Besides this, the DoPT also prescribed a crucial income or wealth test, applicable to people in 

the salaried professional class or engaged in trade; people holding plantations, vacant land 
and/or buildings in urban areas; and people whose parents held posts in Central or State 
PSUs where the equivalence of these posts with government service posts had not yet been 
established. 

इ           , DoPT                        प   प                     ,                    
                                 ;       , ख         औ /                     ख            ;     
                                   -                                    प    (PSUs)        
                                                                                

 It is this last category, that is, children of parents holding posts in Central or State PSUs or in 
private employment, that the court delivered its March 11 judgment. 

           11               इ             ,                      PSUs                  
           - प          ,                

What was the problem with the 1993 OM and 2004 letter? 

1993    OM औ  2004    प                 ? 

 Under the 1993 DoPT OM on the income/wealth test for OBC reservations, a candidate would 
be considered part of the creamy layer if their parents‘ gross family income exceeded the 
prescribed limit for three consecutive years, or if they possessed wealth above the exemption 
limit prescribed under the Wealth Tax Act, 1957. 

OBC               /                   1993    DoPT OM                           
                                     -            प                                       

                 ,               -          , 1957                 छ                      

      
 The income limit, which was ₹1 lakh when the 1993 OM was issued, was revised several 

times and now stands at ₹8 lakh, with the last revision having come in 2017. 

1993    OM                          ₹1       ,                              औ        ₹8 

      ;              2017                 
 Importantly, the 1993 DoPT OM specified that income from salaries and agricultural land 

should be excluded when applying the income/wealth test, with income from other sources 
such as property, business, or capital gains being considered. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
1 

              , 1993    DoPT OM                             /                          

     औ                                                  ,           ,                       

                                                        
 However, in October 2004, the DoPT issued a letter meant to clarify issues that had arisen in 

interpreting the 1993 OM. 

       ,        2004    DoPT    1993    OM                                              
             प             

 In paragraph 9 of this letter, the DoPT took up the issue of how to calculate income for the 
income/wealth test for OBCs whose parents were in Central or State PSUs where 
equivalence of posts had not yet been established. 

इ        प       9    DoPT    इ                        OBC                   /            

                           ,           -                   PSUs                          -

                                    
 The DoPT seemed to suggest that income from salaries was to be counted to determine if the 

income was above the prescribed threshold for three consecutive years. 

DoPT                                                                                        
                                                                

 The threshold was subsequently revised to ₹8 lakh per year in 2017. 

इ        2017                         ₹8                       
 In the 2026 ruling, the Division Bench noted that until the government establishes equivalence 

between the posts of Central or State PSUs and government services, the income/wealth test 
must continue to apply equally. 

2026             ख                                          PSUs        औ                   
                                    ,         /                                      
       

How did the Supreme Court interpret the income test? 

                    प                      ? 

 The March 11 Union of India vs Rohith Nathan judgment said that OBC candidates whose 

parents work in PSUs or the private sector, where the government has yet to establish 
equivalence of posts with government services, cannot be treated differently from OBC 
candidates in other categories under the creamy layer exclusion criteria. 

11         Union of India vs Rohith Nathan                         OBC                 -
     PSUs                           औ                                                   

                          ,                                                       OBC 

                                            
 Significantly, the Supreme Court ruled that the income/wealth test component of the exclusion 

exercise must be seen and operated as a ―residual filter‖, adding that salaries and agricultural 
incomes had been consciously left out while applying this test under the 1993 OM. 

              ,                                                      /  प   प           

―            (residual filter)‖            ख  औ                      ;                    

1993    OM        इ                              औ                                   
    

 The court found that while the 1993 OM was clear about excluding income from salaries from 
the calculation of the income/wealth test, the 2004 letter appeared to call for its inclusion in 
circumstances that were not clearly specified. 

                        1993    OM   /                                                    
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                        ,      2004                         इ                               

                                                   
 The court went on to note that the interpretation of the 1993 OM, read with the 2004 letter, 

had led to ―hostile discrimination‖ between the children of those in government service and 
those in PSUs or private employment. 

                      1993    OM    2004                                                  
                    औ  PSUs                                           ―             ‖ 

           
 Without establishing equivalence of posts, the income test, including salaries, was being 

applied to rule out OBC candidates whose parents were not in government service, while 
OBC candidates whose parents were in government service were being subjected to a test 
that did not include salaries. 

                               ,                           प        OBC             
                                               -                           ,                     
           -          OBC                                                               

                   
 This is what the court had described as ―hostile discrimination‖. 

           इ      ―             ‖         
 The court said, ―Treating the children of those employed in PSUs or private employment, etc., 

as being excluded from the benefit of reservation only on the basis of their income derived 
from salaries, and without reference to their posts (whether Group A or B, or Group C or D) 
would certainly lead to hostile discrimination between parties who are similarly placed and 
would amount to equals being treated unequally.‖ 

              , ―PSUs                                                                     

           औ          —            A    B          C    D   —                          
             ख                                                                     औ  
                                                ‖ 

 The court had directed the Centre to implement this reading of the income test within six 
months by creating supernumerary posts for the petitioners, who were OBC candidates in the 
Civil Services Examinations and had been excluded from the creamy layer on account of their 
parents‘ salaries alone. 

                                                          प                             , 
                                                       ;                                  
   OBC          औ                -                                                      

       
 The parents were working in public sector undertakings or the private sector.  

इ                  -                      प                              

Did the Centre try to implement the Supreme Court‘s directions? 

                                                            ? 

 The Supreme Court‘s ruling in the Rohith Nathan case was a watershed moment for this 

category of OBCs, who had said that the issue had been pending for more than a decade. 

                                           OBC    इ                     प                

  ,                                                           
 As per the Supreme Court‘s direction, the Union government was supposed to issue further 

instructions in pursuance of the court‘s reading of the income test component — on how the 
supernumerary posts must be created and how the existing strength of the services must be 
adjusted to accommodate them. 
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                                ,                 प                                   
                                          —            प  (supernumerary posts)     

                          औ                                                               
                         

 According to government records, the Union Ministry of Personnel, Pensions and Public 
Grievances wrote to the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment on June 3, seeking 
advice on implementing the directions of the Rohith Nathan judgment. 

            ख           ,       , प    औ                       3                     औ  
                         ख                                                                   

 The Personnel Ministry told the Social Justice Secretary that the Allocation of Business Rules 
provide for the Social Justice Ministry to formulate policy on reservations and that it was 
therefore seeking ―clarification/action‖ in this regard. 

                                               Allocation of Business Rules           
                                                                         औ  इ        इ  

         ― प      /       ‖                    
 The Personnel Ministry further sought ―advice on instructions to be adopted or notified‖ by the 

DoPT. 

                     DoPT        प                                                 ―    ‖ 

       
 As of August 19, the Centre‘s position before the Central Administrative Tribunal in a matter 

identical to that of the aggrieved OBC candidates in the Rohith Nathan case was that it was 

in the process of implementing the March 11 judgment. 

19        ,                                                       OBC             
                         ख             11                                            

 However, a few days later, the DoPT filed an application highlighting why it was seemingly 
impossible to follow the Supreme Court‘s directions and the issues that were arising in 
implementing them retrospectively. 

       ,   छ          DoPT                      ,                                        
                                        औ       प      प   प                    -       
                          

 In this application, the Centre said that despite its efforts to create the supernumerary posts 
as called for in the Rohith Nathan judgment, it was facing an increasing number of claims 

for adjustment, issues of seniority arising from such adjustments, and concerns that even this 
exercise could be ―unfair‖ to a different category of OBC candidates and candidates of ―all 
categories, including the unreserved category‖. 

इ                                                                                           
      ,                                      ,                                             , 
    इ                                            OBC                         औ  ―    
      ,                               ‖                    ―      ‖             

 The Centre noted that since the March 11 judgment, 22 other judgments have been issued by 
courts applying the principles laid out in Rohith Nathan. 

           ख         11                                                                           
              22                             

 In addition, the DoPT said that 12 new cases have been filed seeking reconsideration of OBC 
non-creamy layer status under the Rohith Nathan principles, by candidates who had not 

previously approached the courts. 

इ           , DoPT                              12                        ,              



                      
 

  

P
ag

e2
4 

             ख              औ                                   OBC    -                

प  प                            
 However, OBC candidates who spoke to The Hindu argued that the Centre‘s reluctance to 

implement the directions does not appear to make sense. 

       ,                             OBC                                                       
                               

 These candidates have asked why the DoPT had not mentioned these larger issues with 
implementation earlier. 

इ                छ        DoPT                      इ     प                 ख               
         

 These candidates have noted that the older reading of the income test — the one that the 
court said practised ―hostile discrimination‖ — was being applied only by the DoPT, and that 
too arbitrarily. 

इ                  ख               प        प             —                 ―hostile 

discrimination‖ (     प          )               —      DoPT                         औ     

                  

What happens next? 

               ? 

 Along with the application that the DoPT has filed setting out the difficulties it was facing in 
implementing the Rohith Nathan judgment‘s directions, especially retrospectively, the Union 

government had filed a separate application, seeking that it be allowed to continue allotting 
services as per the old reading of the income test for CSE 2025 candidates, and seeking 

clarification on how to implement the directions. 

DoPT                                 ,                                                           
     इ                                        ,                                        
  ,                                 CSE 2025                                              
                                ख                    औ                                  
                   

 The Centre said that more than 950 CSE 2025 candidates were about to start their 

Foundation Course and that they had been recommended based on the old reading of the 
income test. 

              CSE 2025    950                                                   औ          

                                                        
 The DoPT argued, in this application, that the retrospective application of the judgment was 

specifically running into the issues mentioned above. 

DoPT    इ                                प      प   प                             ऊ        ख  

                         
 The Supreme Court has now said it will consider setting up a Bench to hear the Centre‘s 

request for clarification on how to implement its directions and its request to allow the 
allotment of services to CSE 2025 candidates to continue as settled for the time being. 

                                                                              प          
                                      CSE 2025                                          
                                                                                    

 However, in the other application filed along with this, the Centre has asked for clarification on 
how to implement the direction overall. 
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       , इ                                               प                                   
                   

 It has further argued that there might be some value in including income from salaries, as in 
some cases it might be the ―sole intelligible differentia‖ between two OBC candidates from 
―similar social backgrounds‖. 

                                                                छ औ               ,       

  छ             ―             प       ‖         OBC                 ―             

      ‖             
 It has also argued that, in the absence of salary consideration, some cases might lead to 

OBC candidates with parents earning up to ₹1 crore being considered non-creamy layer. 

                                                               छ              OBC          
      -                         ,           -           ₹1             

 Now, the question is: how far will the Supreme Court‘s March 11 verdict reach? 

                                 11                                    प       ? 
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31A8. Four attempts for MBBS cover supplementary exams: court 

MBBS                     प    प               :         

 Both regular and supplementary examinations count towards the ―four attempts within four 
years‖ rule for clearing the First Professional MBBS Degree examination, the Kerala High 

Court recently held. 

                                                   MBBS      प                            
―                        ‖                   औ      ,                                   

 Justice Bechu Kurian Thomas found that a candidate could avail of only four attempts, 
whether regular or supplementary exams, and no further opportunity could be granted once 
those attempts had been exhausted. 

                                                                                           
                          औ  इ                                                       

                   
 This was evident from the Graduate Medical Education Regulation, 2023, and the 

guidelines prescribed by the National Medical Commission (NMC), the court stated. 

                         Graduate Medical Education Regulation, 2023 औ         

             (NMC)                                            
 The court said regulations framed by academic bodies should not be subjected to casual 

judicial interference, especially when the issue concerned medical students, whose 
competence affects public health and safety. 

                                                                           प           
          ,                                 छ                 ,                          

        औ                           
 The petitioner, a first year medical student from Kollam, contended that the four attempts 

prescribed in the rules must be interpreted as regular exams and should not include 
supplementary exams. 

          ,                                छ      ,                                      
                                                           औ  इ                          

                      
 She had not cleared the course, having failed in three subjects and used up all four attempts. 

                              ,                                        औ               
                           

 She had sought directions to write the next First Professional MBBS Degree examination, 
either as a mercy chance or as a chance available to her within the four years. 

                        MBBS      प                                                 ,      
                प                                                                         

 The State government, Kerala University of Health Sciences, UGC, and NMC opposed 
granting any leniency based on the regulations. 

          ,                              , UGC औ  NMC                             
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     औ                                            
31A8 Centre set to wrap up trade agreement with Chile this year 

                          प          प                      
31A8 State of exception 

 प             

31A8 Rival political groups sign UN-backed deal for long-delayed election in Libya 

                                                                                               
प             

31A8 Icelandic voters reject a proposal to restart negotiations to join the EU 

                      EU                                                                
 
 

 
 

31A8.  India, Uzbekistan elevate strategic relationship 

     औ                                            

 India and Uzbekistan on Sunday decided to elevate their ties to a comprehensive strategic 
partnership and set a target of $5 billion in annual trade by 2030 following talks between 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev. 

     औ                                             औ                             

                                                     प                                       
औ  2030                     5                                            

 The two sides inked 11 agreements for boosting engagement in several key sectors, including 
mining and tourism, and agreed to establish a framework for long-term supply of Uranium 

from Uzbekistan to India in line with cooperation in the civil nuclear energy sector.  
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            ख   औ                   ख                            11                  
    औ                ऊ                                                            
           प                   ख                                

 The talks focused on expanding cooperation in areas of critical minerals, mining, defence 
and security, agriculture, pharmaceuticals, digital public infrastructure, including UPI, 
and education. 

             प         ,    ,              ,     , औ   , UPI                               
औ                                                      

 ―We are celebrating the 15th anniversary of our strategic partnership. 

―                            15                        
 I am delighted that, on this special occasion, we are elevating our ties to the level of a 

comprehensive strategic partnership,‖ Mr. Modi said. 

                  इ                                     प                             

              ,‖                 
 ―We will move forward by setting concrete goals within this framework,‖ he said. 

          , ―   इ      ख                                            ‖ 
 Mr. Modi said both sides will also elevate their existing joint commission from the level of 

secretaries to that of ministerial level. 

                                                                                            
 Mr. Mirziyoyev said Uzbekistan is determined to boost ties with India in diverse sectors. 

                                                                                          

           
 ―We are aiming to advance cooperation in sectors such as energy, culture, critical minerals, 

pharmaceuticals, jewellery, and agriculture,‖ the Uzbek President said. 

                    , ―       ,        ,     प         , औ     ,       औ                    
                           ख      ‖ 

 The current volume of bilateral trade between the two nations is over $1 billion. 

                           प       प           1                      
 ―Uzbekistan is at the heart of Central Asia and is at the heart of India‘s engagement in the 

region,‖ Mr. Modi said. 

              , ―                                  औ                                          
   ‖ 

 The Prime Minister added: ―A stronger India-Uzbekistan partnership will be a powerful force 
for peace, progress and prosperity in Central Asia.‖ 

               , ―            -                                      ,      औ            
                          ‖ 

 Delving into the ambitious agenda of future cooperation between the two sides, Mr. Modi said 
India and Uzbekistan will encourage their defence industries to look at co-development and 
co-production of military hardware. 

                                                                                                

     औ                                      प          -      औ    -  प       
                                               

 A joint statement said the two leaders agreed to expand cooperation in the field of critical 
minerals through the implementation of joint projects in geological exploration, mining, 

mineral processing, and the development of integrated value chains. 

                                                प                                    , ख  , 

ख            औ                                                                    
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 ―The close defence and security cooperation between our two countries reflects our deep 
mutual trust. 

―                                 औ                                                       
 In the future, we will promote direct linkages, co-production, and co-development between our 

defence industries,‖ Mr. Modi said. 

                                          प  ,   -  प    औ    -                   ,‖    
             

 ―We believe that terrorism, extremism, and separatism pose serious challenges to the entire 
region,‖ Mr. Modi said. 

              , ―                         ,       औ                                           
              ‖ 

 ―Maintaining a policy of zero tolerance against these threats has been, and will continue to be, 
our shared resolve.‖ 

―इ  ख               -                       ख                           औ               ‖ 
 A Letter of Intent for the restoration and conservation of the Buddhist sites of Fayaz Tepa 

and Kara Tepa in Uzbekistan was also agreed upon. 

                     प  औ         प                  प        औ                     -प  

(Letter of Intent)                  
 These ancient Buddhist monasteries in southern Uzbekistan highlight how Buddhism spread 

along the Silk Road and flourished in Central Asia. 

                                          इ           ख                                  
                              औ                  -      

Pact on UPI payments 

UPI        प         

 The two sides announced that a commercial pact was formed up between NPCI 
International Payments Ltd (NIPL) and Uzbekistan‘s National Interbank Processing Centre 

JSC to enable UPI apps of India to scan Uzbekistan‘s national QR (UZQR) for making 
merchant payments in the Central Asian nation. 

                        NPCI International Payments Ltd (NIPL) औ                
National Interbank Processing Centre JSC                                      ,       
                 UPI                                                                 
       QR (UZQR)                   

 The announcements included a grant of $1 million for afforestation in the Aral Sea region. 

                                          1                                             
 Mr. Modi landed in Tashkent on Saturday on a two-day visit to bolster ties with Uzbekistan. 

                                                                                         

        
 In his opening remarks at the bilateral talks, the Prime Minister also made a mention of the 

―productive talks‖ he had with the Uzbek President over dinner last night. 

                                                छ                                             

         ―             ‖           ख       
 ―We had a productive discussion over dinner last night and took several important decisions.‖ 

―                                             औ                        ‖ 
 ―We will establish a Coordination Council at the level of Foreign Ministers to provide 

direction to all aspects of our cooperation through close coordination,‖ Mr. Modi said. 

              , ―                                   प     (Coordination Council)        

     ,                                                                         ‖ 
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 Amid a complex geopolitical situation, they stressed the need for a free, open and rules-
based international order, building on their multilateral cooperation, a joint statement said. 

                प                ,                                                         , 

     औ      -                                              ,                         
 ―The leaders highly appreciated the progress achieved in regional cooperation and reaffirmed 

their commitment to further strengthening engagement within Central Asia India format at 

the level of Heads of States and other levels,‖ the statement added. 

               , ―                                                      औ                
                     -        प                       औ                              
       ‖ 

 

31A8.  Centre set to wrap up trade agreement with 
Chile this year 

                          प          प                   
   

 India is committed to concluding a ―balanced and 
mutually beneficial‖ trade deal with Chile this year, the Commerce 
and Industry Ministry said following a meeting between Commerce 
Secretary Rajesh Agrawal and Chile‘s Vice Minister of International 
Economic Relations Paula Estévez Weinstein. 

                                       इ                  ―        

औ  प   प     प           ‖    प                            

                                           औ          
                             -     प                                 

                 
 The meeting took place on August 26 in Santiago, Chile, to 

advance negotiations on the India-Chile Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). 

            -        प                        (CEPA)             
                 26                                  

 India and Chile had started negotiations last May following 
the signing of the Terms of Reference on May 8, 2025. 

     औ          8    2025                 (Terms of Reference) 

                            छ                          
 ―India remains committed to concluding the CEPA 

negotiations within this year, with the aim of delivering a balanced 
and mutually beneficial framework that provides equitable and 
commercially meaningful outcomes for businesses on both sides,‖ 
the Ministry said on Sunday. 

                       , ―     इ              CEPA       प            
             ,                          औ                 
                           ,                                        

औ             प          प                   ‖ 
 India‘s exports to Chile stood at $1.2 billion in 2025-26, up about 5.8% from the previous 

year. 
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2025-26                           1.2             ,      छ                        5.8% 

         
 Imports from Chile, on the other hand, stood at $5 billion — 93% higher than in 2024-25. 

        ,                      5             ,    2024-25             93%          
 ―The shared identity of India and Chile as members of the Global South, along with their 

common strategic vision, provides a strong foundation for deepening bilateral economic 
cooperation and advancing shared prosperity,‖ the Ministry said. 

             , ―                                  औ                                   

            ,                                  औ                                     

                        ‖ 
 Both sides emphasised the importance of building on the strong and growing India-Chile 

relationship and ensuring that the CEPA translates into ―concrete and commercially 
meaningful‖ opportunities for businesses on both sides. 

                  औ           -                                                             
        CEPA                            ―    औ             प         ‖                   

    
 ―The Commerce Secretary highlighted the immense potential for enhanced economic 

cooperation in sectors including healthcare, pharmaceuticals, energy, minerals, 
agriculture, machinery and engineering,‖ the statement said. 

               , ―                          , औ   ,     ,     ,     ,        औ  
                                                                         ख           ‖ 
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31A8. State of exception 

 प             

 In its first review by the U.N. Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination (CERD) since 2007, India has elicited an 

expression of ―grave concern‖ about reports of the law enforcement 
apparatus resorting to violence — physical and otherwise — against 
minority ethnic and ethno-religious groups, Dalits, and non-citizens over 
the years. 

2007                                                              

(CERD)                                             -                
                               -            ,              -           
              औ                                                       
―           ‖                                 

 The Committee also noted that India, which ratified the 
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination in 1968, has not provided detailed and updated 

information about the state‘s inquiries and sanctions arising from 
allegations of such violence. 

                   ख                 1968                             

                                                      ,            
                                           औ                इ              
       औ                                    

 While the government has told CERD that caste bias falls 
outside Article 1 of the convention because caste is not synonymous 
with race, CERD has allowed all forms of discrimination based on 
inherited status. 

               CERD                                             1 

                                                   , CERD             

      प                                                             
 The Committee‘s concerns also span the practice of manual 

cleaning of sewers despite a law banning it; hate speech against, poor 
living conditions of, and the mass refoulement of Rohingya Muslims; 
the mass deprivation of citizenship via the National Register of 
Citizens; large-scale deletions from the Special Intensive Revisions of 
electoral rolls; the government‘s use of the FCRA, UAPA, AFSPA, and 
PMLA instruments to hamper the work of civil society organisations; the 
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita not expressly criminalising racist hate 
speech; and the Forest (Conservation) Amendment Act exempting 

―national security‖ projects from consultative decision-making. 

                                                                         

           ;                                        ,      ख    

    -        औ                       प              (refoulement);                      
(NRC)                                                     ;                            

प       (Special Intensive Revisions)                               ;                       
                                      FCRA, UAPA, AFSPA औ  PMLA                    ; 

                                                                          ;        

(     )                      ―            ‖                                          -

         छ                            
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 Given these issues and the fragmented recourse available, the lack of suitably disaggregated 
data on disenfranchised communities, including due to a much-delayed Census and the slow 
release of NCRB data, has transcended the bounds of administrative lethargy to actively 
impeding independent checks of India‘s claims about fighting caste- and faith-based 
discrimination. 

इ        औ               प         प         ख      ,       -                                

                          —                                    औ  NCRB          
                              —                                         औ      -
                                                                                

 In fact, India has been implementing ―special measures‖ based on 2011 Census data, which 
could mask a regression in the socioeconomic status of Scheduled Tribes and Adivasis. 

        ,      2011                               ―       प  ‖                 ,    
                  औ                      -                             छ            

 Together with the Global Alliance of National Human Rights Institutions recommending 

the downgrade of the NHRC last year, following the government appointing police officers to 
investigative roles and a lack of pluralism, CERD is effectively stepping into a vacuum. 

  छ                                                  (GANHRI)       NHRC             
                                      —        छ                                      

                                    औ                                 —CERD                

                               
 The road ahead remains clear, from restoring the NHRC‘s independence and criminalising 

hate speech to supportive affirmative action, collecting and publishing disaggregated data, 
and improving the transparency of the electoral roll revisions, and strengthening enforcement 
overall. 

                   —NHRC                      औ                                      
                            (affirmative action)     ,                                  

    ,                                           औ                                             
 But if the government‘s attempted use of a technicality to keep the issues of 200 million 

Dalits a ―domestic matter‖ and avoid international accountability — and its dismissal of 

CERD‘s concerns as politically motivated — is any guide, the task continues to fall to civil 
society to exert influence in multilateral fora and sustain political, legal, and administrative 
resistance to government choices that normalise India‘s sadly widespread culture of 
discrimination of all sorts. 

          20                        ―           ‖       ख   औ                                 
                                                 —औ  CERD                          
            ख                       —                     ,                              

   ऊ                                                                                      , 

       औ                       ख ,              ख                                   
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31A8.  Rival political groups sign UN-backed deal for long-delayed election in 
Libya 

                                                                                 

              प             

 Representatives of Libya‘s rival political groups signed on Sunday a UN-backed agreement 

that was presented as a step towards holding much-delayed national elections in the deeply 
divided country. 

                                                                                             
          ,                       इ                                                            

                             
 The two sides signed the text, a result of talks held in recent months in Rome and Tunis, in 

the capital Tripoli at the headquarters of the UN Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), with 

its chief Hanna Tetteh in attendance. 

                                औ                                            इ            
          प                                              (UNSMIL)                      
   ,      इ       ख                           

 The agreement provides for legislative and presidential elections to be organised within 24 

months — though on the condition that they be held ―under a single executive authority and 
unified national institutions‖, which is not yet the case. 

                 औ      प         24                                 —        इ              
            ―                     औ                       ‖                  ,           

                   
 The oil-rich North African country has struggled to recover from the chaos that followed the 

2011 NATO-backed uprising that toppled long-time ruler Muammar Gaddafi. 
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   -      इ                   2011                                                       
           NATO                                                                      

 Two governments are currently vying for power: the UN-recognised administration in 
Tripoli led by Prime Minister Abdulhamid Dbeibah, and a rival in the east backed by military 

commander Khalifa Haftar. 

                                                 :                                         
  प                    -                 , औ                                               

                      

‗Important step‘ 

‗    प       ‘ 

 Mr. Dbeibah described the agreement, which notably covers the restructuring of the High 
National Electoral Commission, as an ―important step‖. 

            इ           ,                                                                  , 
   ―    प       ‖        

 Television channel al-Masar reported that Mr. Haftar welcomed progress ―in addressing 
issues that have remained unresolved for years and that have contributed to hindering the will 
of Libyans to move forward towards holding presidential and legislative elections‖. 

                -                             ―                                      ‖    
          ,                          औ                                                        
                                                              

 Ms. Tetteh also hailed the agreement while calling for it to be translated into concrete action. 

                                      औ  इ                  प                            
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31A8. Icelandic voters reject a proposal to restart negotiations to join the EU 

                      EU                                                           

     

 Iceland‘s voters rejected restarting negotiations to join the European Union more than a 
decade after previous talks ended, the national broadcaster reported on Sunday, in a 
referendum that pitted concerns about geopolitical stability against keeping national control of 
Iceland‘s prized fisheries. 

 इ                      छ                                                  प       (EU)    
                                                 ख            ,                           
              -                                      औ   इ                             
प                                             

 Opponents defeated the measure by a margin of 52.8% to 47.2%, RUV reported. 

RUV          ,                      इ   52.8%            47.2%                            
 The capital of Reykjavik was the only area in the island nation of 400,000 people where a 

majority supported the referendum. 

     4                      प                                                         
    -                             

 The vote on Saturday was held in the shadow of repeated threats by U.S. President Donald 
Trump‘s to control nearby Greenland. 

                                प            प                      प                    -
                                     

 Although Iceland is a NATO member, supporters said European solidarity would provide 
greater protection if Mr. Trump ever made similar threats toward the volcanic island. 

         इ     NATO           ,                                          इ         ख   

                              ,        प                                  
 Iceland‘s left-leaning coalition government, elected in 2024, moved up the EU referendum it 

had planned for next year after Mr. Trump mistakenly named Iceland four times while 
speaking about his designs on Greenland. 

2024              इ           प                                            EU     -     

                ,                                                                       
                    

 Prime Minister Kristrún Frostadóttir, who campaigned in support of the measure, said she 
hoped the result would not divide the nation. 

                          ,         इ                                ,                       
                                     

Yes-or-no question 

                   

 Voters faced a simple yes or no question: Should Iceland resume accession negotiations with 
the European Union? 

                                              :      इ            प                            

प                                 ? 

 Turnout was high with more than 82% of the eligible 270,000 voters casting ballots. 

                          औ      2,70,000                82%                          
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 The count through the night had the nation on edge as the ―Yes‖ campaign took an early lead 
before results swung in favour of the opposition. 

                                        औ              ,       ―   ‖                      

              ,                            प     प             
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31A8. Which Nifty is right for you? 

 प          -   Nifty       ? 

 Imagine you decide to invest in equity via 
an index fund. 

                                         इ      
                                

 But which market are you actually buying? 

                                              ? 

 The 50 biggest firms? 

             50   प       ? 

 The next 50 waiting in the wings? 

        50   प       ,                         
  ? 

 Or, a much broader basket of 500 firms? 

       500   प                               ? 

 All three are called Nifty indices, but they 
can give your money very different rides. 

इ          Nifty indices            ,               
              -                        औ  
                  

 So, it‘s worth asking a simple question: 
Which one to choose? 

इ                  छ          :              ? 

 It matters because choosing an index fund 
is not simply a question of picking the one with 
more number of firms or the one with ‗bluechips‘. 

                     इ                           

                             ‗   -  प‘   प              

                         
 Instead, you are choosing between how much of the market to own and 
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where that exposure comes from. 

इ        ,                                                                औ                   

              

Nifty 50 

      50 

 The Nifty 50 may give you exposure to 50 large firms but as of July 31, 2026 financial 
services alone accounted for 36.18%, healthcare 4.82% and power just 2.63% of the index. 

Nifty 50      50                                        ,       31       2026         

                इ             36.18%,                4.82% औ                    2.63% 

          
 So, the real question for an investor is: Do you want the largest firms, the next tier of firms, a 

broader slice of market or a sector mix you are comfortable with? 

इ                                    :                   प    ,                     , 
                                                                                 ? 

 What if you don‘t want to bet on which part of the market will win? 

                                                 -                          ,            ? 

 The Nifty 50 gives you exposure to 50 of the market‘s largest firms. 

Nifty 50               50            प                               
 So, for an investor who wants to keep equity investing simple, it can be a ‗perfectly 

reasonable‘ one-index approach. 

इ    ,                      इ                    ख           ,    ‗प            ‘    -       

                   
 But there is an important question hiding beneath: are you comfortable owning mainly the 

firms that have already turned the market‘s biggest or also firms that could become 
tomorrow‘s ‗giants‘? 

      इ      छ                   छ     :                                                     
                            प                ,                                                  
‗        प     ‘           ? 

 That is where the Nifty Next 50 enters the picture. 

     Nifty Next 50                         

Nifty Next 50 

            50 

 If the Nifty 50 represents the established ‗giants‘, the Nifty Next 50 takes you one step down 
the ladder, bringing in the next 50 companies outside the Nifty 50. 

    Nifty 50        ‗        प    ‘                     ,    Nifty Next 50                

                औ  Nifty 50                 50   प                       
 That makes it an interesting middle ground: you are still investing in relatively large 

companies but moving beyond the market‘s biggest names. 

   इ           प                  :                                                       , 
                                                       

 For an investor who feels the Nifty 50 is too concentrated in today‘s ‗giants‘ but who does not 
want to straddle across the entire market, the Next 50 offers a different proposition. 

                                  Nifty 50       ‗        प    ‘                      ,       

                                                  , Next 50            प                
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 The next query is whether you want exposure to the next set of companies in the market-cap 
hierarchy or prefer the wider spread offered by the Nifty 500. 

                               प                                                          
Nifty 500                                                   

Nifty 500 

      500 

 What if you don‘t want to pick a winner? 

                                            ,            ? 

 This is where the Nifty 500 changes the scenario altogether. 

     Nifty 500                             
 Instead of deciding whether the market‘s biggest companies or the next tier will do better, you 

are spreading your exposure much further across the Indian equity market. 

                                                                                           , 
                                                     प   प                      

 That can appeal to an investor who does not want to make a call on which segment of the 
market will lead over the next 10 or 20 years. 

                                              10    20                    -   ख        
     , इ                                  

 The trade-off is equally important: you are also accepting exposure to companies beyond the 
large-cap universe, which can make the ride different from a Nifty 50 fund. 

                प                          :        -                                           
                              ,       इ                Nifty 50                        

 In simple terms, Nifty 50 asks you to back the ‗giants‘; Nifty Next 50 gives you the ‗climbers‘; 
Nifty 500 lets you own a much larger part of the race. 

           , Nifty 50      ‗      ‘                         ; Nifty Next 50      ‗ऊ        
             ‘        ; औ  Nifty 500      इ                                                    

Which one to choose? 

         ? 

 There is no single universally ―best‖ index. 

                ―       ‖                        
 However, history offers a useful reality check: diversification does not automatically mean 

lower risk. 

       , इ                         -                  :                                

           
 In NSE Indices‘ February 2026 Riskometer assessment, all three indices were classified as 

―Very High‖ risk, but the scores rose from 5.33 for Nifty 50 to 5.43 for Nifty Next 50 and 5.60 
for Nifty 500. 

NSE Indices          2026    Riskometer              इ         ―        ‖            
         ख     ,            Nifty 50    5.33         Nifty Next 50    5.43 औ  Nifty 500    5.60 

       
 So, while Nifty 500 gives you a much wider slice of the market, it has not been the least risky 

of the three by this measure. 

इ    ,      Nifty 500                                                 , इ            
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 The choice, therefore, is less about finding a ―safe‖ index and more about deciding how much 
market breadth and volatility you are prepared to accept. 

इ                ―      ‖           ख           औ  इ                                       

                     प    औ                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31A8. Why gold should form 10% of investment portfolio 

      प                     10%                      
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 Most investors think of portfolios in terms of equity and fixed income. 

                                            औ                                  
 Gold is an afterthought. 

                                                       
 That approach misses the point. 

                                        
 Gold deserves a deliberate, planned allocation of about 10% of every portfolio and here is 

why. 

                              10%              औ                                  
         औ  इ         इ           

A diversifier, not a bet 

              ,                        

 Long-term data shows gold behaves differently from equity and fixed income in most 
situations. 

                                                                         औ               
             

 When equity markets are under stress, gold tends to hold up or even gain. 

                               ,                                   ख                      

            
 When bond yields rise sharply on inflation worries, gold does well since it is seen as a hedge 

against currency depreciation. 

                                                               ,           छ               , 
      इ                                            ख           

 This is the essence of diversification — you don‘t want all assets moving in the same direction 
at the same time. 

                        —                                                                 
     

 If you run a portfolio with equity and fixed income and allocate 10% to gold, the math works 
out in your favour as the overall portfolio volatility drops as gold price movements are not 
synchronised with the other two asset classes. 

       इ      औ                             ख      औ       10%                       ,    
                           ,                                      -                         
                         औ  इ        प                                 

 Risk-adjusted or volatility adjusted return improves. 

     -                   -                                 
 This is how portfolio construction works when you combine assets that do not move in 

lockstep. 

                                                                    ,    इ        प          
                         

 You are adding gold as it smoothens the ride. 

        इ                                                               
 Global central banks have been briskly adding gold to reserves. 

                                प                             

Central bank buying 
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 Sanctions, trade tensions and a more fragmented world order have made many central banks 
wary of holding all reserves in U.S. Treasuries. 

       ,    प           औ                                                              

                            ख                            
 Gold held within a country‘s own vaults does not carry counterparty risk the way a 

government bond does. 

                               ख          प                     ,                         

         
 This shift by central banks has been one of the steadiest sources of demand for gold over the 

past four years. 

                         छ                                                              

No trend breaking 

                       

 Gold has corrected meaningfully from a peak earlier this year. 

इ                                                       प                  
 Prices had run up too far too quickly, and some of that froth had to come off.  

                                         औ                       छ               
             

 What matters more is if the long-term uptrend is intact. 

                                                             
 Chartists tracking gold have a technical support line and even after this correction, that line 

has not been broken. 

             ख                                               ख     औ  इ                     

  ख                
 A correction within an intact uptrend is very different from a trend reversal.  

                                              ,                                       

Rupee depreciation 

 प              

 Gold price is quoted in U.S. dollars and set daily by the London Bullion Market Association. 

                                                 औ                                          

               
 The price in India is that global dollar price converted into rupees. 

                                             प      प                               
 Over the long run, the rupee had depreciated against the dollar and is likely to continue so. 

                                                    औ                                      
 Every time the rupee weakens, it adds to rupee-denominated return from gold over and above 

whatever the dollar price of gold itself does. 

                        ,                                                        प              
                           

 This is a tailwind that many investors overlook. 

                        ,                                     

U.S. Fed rate and gold 

               औ       
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 Gold has an inverse relationship with the U.S. dollar (USD). 

                     (USD)                              
 When the USD strengthens, gold in dollar terms tends to soften and vice versa. 

   USD              ,                                                         औ  इ    
                          

 The U.S. Federal Reserve is likely to raise interest rates which will act as a headwind for gold. 

                                                          ,                                     
           

 However, there is a limit to how much the Fed can hike as the U.S. is sitting on a huge pile of 
debt and higher rates mean higher cost of servicing it. 

       ,                                           , इ              ,                       ऋ  

   औ  ऊ                            ऋ                         
 At some point, the arithmetic of debt servicing and growth of economy forces a 

pause/reversal, in the rate cycle. 

          ऋ       औ                                                                
         

 Investors should see dollar-gold relationship as cyclical on gold‘s prospects. 

                                    -                                ख          

Several routes 

                 

 There are several routes to gold. 

                             
 Sovereign Gold Bonds, offering 2.5% annual interest on top of gold‘s price appreciation are 

no longer issued afresh but existing bonds can be bought and sold in the secondary market. 

                ,                                     2.5%                         ,       

                               ,                                       ख     औ                   
 Gold Exchange Traded Funds are an evergreen option — you need a demat and trading 

account with a broker and can buy/sell units. 

                      (Gold ETFs)                   — इ                          औ         

ख                  औ  इ          ख                         
 If you do not have a demat account, Gold Funds from mutual funds (MFs) serve the same 

purpose and you can invest via regular MF folio, including SIP. 

                   ख           ,                (MFs)             इ                           औ  
          MF                   ,       SIP            ,                   

 More recently, a new avenue has opened up: Electronic Gold Receipts or EGRs. 

                                   :                       (EGRs)  
 These are SEBI-regulated securities representing direct ownership of physical gold held in 

accredited vaults. 

   SEBI-                      ,                              ख                                
                   

 You buy/sell EGRs on the stock exchange, just like a share and they sit in demat account. 

   EGRs                            प      /            औ           ख        ख           
 Each EGR is a receipt against a specific quantity of physical gold with the option to convert 

holdings into gold bars/coins via withdrawal request subject to charges/taxes. 

      EGR                                              ,            औ              
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                                                     /         प                           
    

 EGRs are available in small denominations making them accessible even to small investors.  

EGRs     -                प      ,       छ                      इ                            
    

 For those who want transparency of exchange-based pricing along with the comfort of an 
actual claim on physical gold, EGRs are worth considering as part of the 10% allocation. 

                -                       प               -                               
                  ,          10%                         EGRs                           

 Whichever route, the underlying point is: gold is not a speculative add-on, it is a structural 
building block of a well-constructed portfolio. 

                           ,                                                        ,      

             प                                
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31A8.  Study sheds light on early warning signs before eruption of solar flares 

                                प                                           प       

प   

 In a new study, scientists have found small, short-lived brightening in the sun‘s atmosphere 
that appear hours before a major solar flare erupts, clustering around the spot where the flare 
later occurs. 

                                                    औ    प            प                 , 
                                       छ             ख           औ                          

       ,                                  
 The study was carried out by researchers from the Manipal Centre for Natural Sciences 

and Manipal Academy of Higher Education, along with scientists from the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO), Department of Space, and other academicians. 

            प                           औ     प                                       
                                (ISRO),                                                  

            
 It used simultaneous ultraviolet (UV) and X-ray observations from three payloads onboard the 

Aditya-L1 mission. 

इ         -L1                                                प        (UV) औ     -   
                           

 The Solar Ultraviolet Imaging Telescope (SUIT) payload observed the sun in 11 near-

ultraviolet (NUV) filters, revealing different layers from the upper photosphere to 
chromosphere, according to the ISRO. 

ISRO          ,                                प (SUIT)                  11     -         
(NUV)                      ,       ऊ             (photosphere)                 

(chromosphere)                               
 ―NUV wavelengths are largely inaccessible from the ground because Earth‘s atmosphere 

absorbs most ultraviolet radiation. 

―NUV                                    ख                  ,                                 

                                       
 Complementing SUIT are two X-ray instruments, the Solar Low Energy X-ray Spectrometer 

(SoLEXS) and the High Energy L1 Orbiting X-ray Spectrometer (HEL1OS), which 

measure the X-ray emission produced by energetic processes in the solar corona. 

SUIT              -    प   ,                 -    प         (SoLEXS) औ           L1 

            -    प         (HEL1OS)      ,                  ऊ                           -   
                    

 Combining these data, scientists study how activity in the lower solar atmosphere is linked to 
energy release in the corona during the build-up to a flare,‖ the ISRO stated. 

ISRO       , ―इ                                                                            
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                                                                 ,                               
                            ‖ 

 Analysing solar flare events, the team found numerous small, short-lived brightening ‗transient 
events‘, occurring in active regions before the onset of major flares. 

                                                                                             

             छ    औ                         ‗            (transient events)‘          
 ―Some of these also showed corresponding X-ray signatures, indicating that they involve the 

release of magnetic energy... 

―इ         छ               -              ख      ,                    इ                           

        ... 
 These pre-flare transient events clustered around the location where the major flare later 

occurred. 

   प   -                                             ,                                      
 The results suggest that repeated small-scale energy release may progressively destabilise 

the magnetic field in an active region, eventually leading to a large solar flare,‖ the ISRO said. 

ISRO       , ―                             छ                 -                               
                               -                      औ                                  
        ‖ 

 The findings provide valuable insights into the physical processes that trigger solar flares and 
move scientists a step closer towards reliable flare forecasting, which will ultimately contribute 
to better space weather prediction; help protect satellites, astronauts, and communication 
systems; and other critical technologies. 

                           प                                                                 
   औ                                                          औ                ,             
                  प                          ;      ,               औ                    
                                                    

 
 
 

 
 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
7 

 

 
31A8.  How a star with an extreme magnetic field could prove space is not 
empty 

                                                                               

 Quantum physics has made numerous strange predictions, and scientists have checked and 
confirmed many of them. 

                                               औ                                           
                

 But one of the strangest ones persists unresolved. 

      इ                                                         
 In the 1930s, the German physicists Werner Heisenberg and Hans Heinrich Euler proposed 

that empty space is not really empty. 

1930                                         औ                                       

                                            
 Instead, they predicted that in the presence of a magnetic field, the vacuum of space would 

behave like a crystal, changing the properties of light passing through it. 
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इ        ,                                                                               
                 औ                                                

 The trouble with testing this prediction — called vacuum birefringence — is that the magnetic 
field has to be extraordinarily strong. 

इ           —                    (vacuum birefringence)            —                 
                                                                     

 In a study published in Nature on August 5, astronomers from Australia, Canada, Japan, 
South Africa, Taiwan, and the U.S. reported it had observed such birefringence using two 
satellites and a telescope in Australia, almost confirming the prediction at long last. 

5         Nature                               ,      ,      ,           ,   इ    औ  
           ख                                                औ                          इ  

                                 ,             इ                                    
 The work could prove ‗nothingness‘ is actually a complex and active medium and also 

potentially help scientists refine their maps of the universe. 

                              ‗      ‘                  औ                               

                                                                                    

Staggering numbers 

                       

 In classical physics, a vacuum is absolute nothingness. 

                                        
 But in quantum electrodynamics (QED) — which is a theory in quantum physics — a vacuum 

is a soup of virtual particles: pairs of electrons and anti-electrons that constantly pop in and 
out of existence, and so quickly that they cannot be observed. 

                             (QED)—                                 —                
                 :          औ     -                    ,                         औ        

             औ  इ                                                           
 Normally, these virtual particles have a negligible effect on light. 

        , इ                                          
 But when a magnetic field nearby becomes strong enough, it changes how the short-lived 

charged particles can move, so they respond differently to light depending on the direction in 
which its electric field is vibrating. 

                                                       ,                                 

                       , इ                    इ             -                            
                                       

 This part of space will then behave like a calcite crystal when light passes through it, splitting 
it into different paths depending on its electric field. 

                                                     ,                        , औ       
                             -                             

 (As an electromagnetic wave, light consists of electric and magnetic fields travelling through 
space.) 

(                                        औ                                   ,              
               ) 

 For vacuum birefringence to become noticeable, the magnetic field has to be around 88 
trillion times stronger than the earth‘s magnetic field, and more than 500 million times as 
strong as the ultra-powerful magnets in the world‘s largest science experiment, the CERN 
supercollider. 

                               ख                                                              88 
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                                     औ                               , CERN 

  प        ,                                      500                                   
       

 These are staggering numbers far beyond the abilities of current technologies, so physicists 
have been looking for proof of vacuum birefringence in outer space, where objects called 
magnetars generate the universe‘s most extreme magnetic fields. 

                                                                     , इ                   

                                 ख           ,                                                 
                                                

 Sometimes the core of a dead star can collapse to form a neutron star. 

   -                                                                           
 Neutron stars with powerful magnetic fields are called magnetars. 

                                                                

Railroading polarisation 

                                  प      

 The international team focused its attention on one magnetar named 1E 1547.0-5408, located 
14,700 lightyears away. 

                           1E 1547.0-5408                               ,    14,700 

    -                 
 As independent experts Ekaterina Sokolova-Lapa and Joern Wilms wrote in a commentary 

accompanying the team‘s paper, ―1E 1547.0−5408 belongs to a rare subclass of magnetars 
that also emit pulses at radio wavelengths‖. 

         -                                                              -  प  औ       
           ख , ―1E 1547.0−5408                                         ,                        
                        ‖ 

 By combining X-ray and radio frequency measurements, then, the team could piece together 
the geometry of the magnetar‘s magnetic field. 

इ       ,    -   औ                                                                             

                     
 If the vacuum of space were truly empty — as in classical physics — the X-rays from the 

magnetar would reach the earth with a low degree of polarisation. 

                                       —                                     —               
               -                                             

 But the team found the opposite: the NASA Imaging X-ray Polarimetry Explorer (IXPE) 
satellite in particular detected very high levels of polarisation, up to 80% in some instances, 
which is the smoking gun of vacuum birefringence. 

            इ               :             NASA Imaging X-ray Polarimetry Explorer (IXPE) 

                                      ,      छ          80%      ;                      
                           

 As X-rays leave the magnetar and move through the surrounding space, QED predicts that 
their electric field will have to lock itself into one of two directions — a condition that 
unmagnetised space does not impose — thus polarising the light. 

      -                                                       ,    QED                
                                                                             —                
                                   —औ  इ                                
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 Since these directions are defined by the direction of the magnetic field, the X-rays‘ 
polarisation is effectively railroaded along the magnetic field lines. 

                                                          , इ        -                       
              ख                                 

 And as the X-rays travel away from the magnetar, their polarisation will stay fixed even as the 
magnetic field becomes less and less able to ‗hold on‘. 

औ      -        -                          ,                         ,                            
‗      ख  ‘                             

 According to the team, the amount of polarisation dropped as the energy of the X-rays 
increased, which QED predicts as well. 

            ,    -                                          ,                 QED         
    

 The team was also able to elucidate that the magnetar rotated along an axis that aligned 
almost perfectly with its magnetic poles, like a top spinning upright — a detail that informed 
the team‘s models of how the X-rays from the magnetar would look with and without vacuum 
birefringence. 

                                                                                          

                 प                ,                                    —                  

                                                                               औ            

                           -          ख         
 The models that did not account for the phenomenon fit substantially worse with the telescope 

data than those that included it. 

             इ                                ,                                            
                                 इ                      

Direct observation 

            

 Other than IXPE, the team had also used the Neutron Star Interior Composition Explorer 
instrument onboard the International Space Station and the Murriyang radio telescope in 
Australia. 

IXPE         ,                                         Neutron Star Interior Composition 

Explorer       औ                   Murriyang                                 
 The finding takes a big step towards bolstering space‘s character as a complex medium that 

both gravity and magnetism can manipulate. 

   ख                                                                            ,      
           औ                                  

 On a final note, the team wrote in its paper that its next goal is ―to more directly probe the 
nature of the … polarisation‖. 

      ,               -        ख                   ―                            प    
         ‖     

 And this, the commentary noted, requires ―coordinated astronomical campaigns that observe 
multiple magnetars and cover a wider part of the electromagnetic spectrum‖. 

औ                       इ        ―                                   ,         

                       औ                 प                प                     ‖ 
 The current finding is indirect because the astronomers recorded polarised light and inferred 

from that that it had passed through extremely magnetised space. 

                      ,       ख                                  औ                 
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Not yet proven 

                 

 As Sokolova-Lapa and Wilms put it, the high polarisation reported in the study only proves 
vacuum birefringence if the team‘s model of the magnetar‘s geometry is correct. 

                -     औ              ,                                                  

                                                              
 If, instead, its axis of rotation and magnetic poles are further apart, the X-rays could have 

been polarised by plasma on the magnetar‘s surface. 

    इ        , इ               औ                -                    ,       -               
                                                  

 A paper published in The Astrophysical Journal by researchers from Italy, Spain, and the U.K. 
has already raised doubts about the alignment. 

इ   ,      औ                           The Astrophysical Journal                 -      
        इ                                

 Physicists are also interested in the vacuum resonance: a distinctive dip in the polarisation — 
from one of the two allowed directions to the other — at a specific energy level. 

                       (vacuum resonance)            ख     :           ऊ                   
                       ,                                                                    

         
 The international team itself reported a dip but said it was too noisy to be dispositive. 

                                          ,                   इ                        
                                     

 But one way or another, the dark voids between the stars we see when we look up are far 
from dead, buzzing with activity. 

                        ख ,    ऊ     ख                    ख                                      
                          ;                            
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31A8.  Nancy Grace Roman 
Telescope 

                      

 NASA is preparing to launch its 
next flagship space observatory — one 

scientists plan to use to investigate some 
of the universe‘s biggest mysteries, 
including dark energy and dark matter, 

while also testing gravity at vast scales 
and hunting for planets beyond our solar 
system. 

NASA                               
                                —       
                          छ          
     ,                 औ            
        ,                    -          

                                   औ  
                                  ख   

                   
 The Nancy Grace Roman Space 

Telescope is a roughly $4-billion project. 

                प          प      4 

                            
 At the time of writing, it was 

planned for a Sunday launch from the NASA Kennedy Space Center in Florida. 

  ख        , इ                NASA         प                                              
 The observatory will be lofted into orbit aboard a SpaceX Falcon Heavy rocket. 

इ             SpaceX Falcon Heavy                                             
 The telescope is named after the late Nancy Grace Roman, NASA‘s first chief astronomer. 

इ                                                 ख        ,    NASA              

ख              
 It is a follow-on to the Hubble Space Telescope, launched in 1990, and the James Webb 

Space Telescope, launched in 2021, and has capabilities that can expand on the knowledge 
gained by those pioneering observatories, both of which also still operate. 

   1990                प          प औ  2021                     प          प             
       इ                     इ                                औ                   ;         
                            

 The telescope‘s main survey will take more than a year, per Roman‘s senior project scientist 
Julie McEnery. 

                                                     , इ                                    
                          

 ―The survey will contain over two billion galaxies and enable us to study how the structures 

in our universe — the stars, the galaxies, the clusters of galaxies — grew and evolved. 

―इ                                                औ                                  
                            —     ,            औ                     —                 

औ                
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 We‘ll also measure how our universe has expanded over time,‖ she said. 

                                                                   ,‖             
 After launch and separation from the rocket, the telescope will travel towards a location called 

Lagrange point 2, about 1.6 million km from the earth. 

      औ                          ,                       2                      ,             
     16   ख                  

 Webb also resides at this location. 

       इ                    

 

 
 

31A8. Can Meta‘s safety controls make Facebook and Instagram less addictive 
for teens? 

    Meta                 Facebook औ  Instagram                               
       ? 

 On August 26, Meta agreed to an approximately $18 billion settlement with dozens of U.S. 
states in annual instalments over 10 years, and announced stricter controls in its apps for 
teen users. 

26         Meta                                       18                             

       ,              10                                        , औ             
                                                                      

 The settlement is the culmination of a lawsuit brought by California and 28 other U.S. states 
alleging that Facebook and Instagram are harmful for children and that they illegally collect 
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personal data. 

                      औ             28                                         ,       
                     Facebook औ  Instagram                         औ                
                          

 While several parents and child health advocates welcomed the new child protection controls, 
enforcing them will be a lot more challenging. 

             -     औ                                -                              , 
      इ                                         

What child protections is Meta rolling out? 

Meta                         -    प                 ? 

 The social media giant is both rolling out new features and building on existing features 
designed to create a safer and less addictive experience for Facebook and Instagram users 
under 18. 

                     18                  Facebook औ  Instagram  प                 

            औ                                                             -           
                                

 These measures are set to automatically apply in participating U.S. states and territories.  

                                    औ                                  
 52 attorneys general covering U.S. states, territories, and the District of Columbia have joined 

the agreement. 

             ,      औ                                         52            इ            
                  

 Arguably, the biggest win for parents and the biggest concession by Meta is a default two-
hour daily time limit across Facebook and Instagram. 

           -                            औ  Meta                    Facebook औ  
Instagram प                 प                  -         

 Teens can only turn this off with a parent‘s permission. 

      इ            - प                                   
 Furthermore, a ‗Night Mode‘ will block app users between 12 AM and 6 AM, so teens cannot 

post or view their Feed, Stories, Reels, or the Explore section. 

इ           , ‗        ‘     12             6                                        , 
इ                              औ            Feed, Stories, Reels    Explore         ख 

       
 Similarly, the School Mode between 8 AM and 3 PM will mute notifications by default. 

इ       ,      8              3        ‗        ‘                                       
 However, these limits do not apply to direct messages (DMs). 

       ,                         (DMs)                    
 Teens are set to receive multiple prompts after every 15 minutes of continuous screen time 

on Facebook/Instagram, apart from prompts that come after their total daily usage reaches 60 
minutes and 90 minutes. 

Facebook/Instagram       15                                                           

    , इ                                                              60      औ  90      

                
 To directly address addictive video features, Meta is giving teens (and their parents) the 

ability to choose a non-algorithmic feed as their default, as well as the ability to turn off 

Autoplay. 
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                                            Meta        (औ           -    )       -
                                            Autoplay                                  

 As for steps to combat unhealthy comparisons and anxiety over appearances and popularity, 
teen users will no longer see the number of likes and reactions on posts by default. 

                   -    औ                                                                  
                                                  likes औ  reactions            ख        
      

 Meta is also expanding its policy to block teens from using ―extreme makeup filters,‖ adding 

to a previous block against cosmetic surgery filters for teens. 

Meta           ―           प      ‖                                                      
         ,                                                                             

 Meta reaffirmed its commitment to strengthening existing controls in order to catch underage 
account users, as well as teens falsely entering adult birthdays. 

Meta             प                        -                                            
                                                                                  

 The company claimed it will continue placing teens into private accounts on Instagram and 
activating private default settings on Facebook, apart from restricting ―potentially 
suspicious adults‖ from reaching out to them. 

                   Instagram              ख                     ख   औ  Facebook           

                                   ख   ,        ―         प                ‖               
                        

 Meta also said it would encourage parents to set up its supervision tools, and give them new 
controls and insight 

Meta                        -                      प                                      
औ                                         

Can these safety controls be effectively enforced? 

                                                         ? 

 This is the crux of the matter. 

    इ                        
 Safety controls for teens work only as well as the technology that verifies users‘ ages and 

detects rule-breakers. 

                                                ,                                             
                         औ                                             

 Take Australia, for example; the country was the first to enforce a strict blanket ban on social 
media for children under 16. 

                            ;        16                                                  
   प                                     

 While many parents lauded the idea and Meta reported this month that it removed over 
750,000 accounts that it suspected were held by under-16s, a study by the University of 
Newcastle there reported that the ban did not appear to have significantly impacted under-16s 
who were using social media. 

                    इ                    औ  Meta    इ                      7,50,000    
         ख               ,                                  16                            ,           
   University of Newcastle                             इ                           
                16                                                       ख              
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 As other platforms and administrations explore age restrictions, critics have pointed out how 
easily children can fake their ages — even in video selfies and live camera tests. 

    -                  औ                                             ,                       

                                                                —                         औ  
           प             

 What‘s more, these data collection tactics raise additional questions about how children‘s 
private information is being harvested. 

इ         ,                                                                            
                           

 In its settlement announcement, Meta pointed out that all platforms — and not just its apps — 
should have teen safety measures in place to prevent children from moving to less restricted 
apps. 

                            Meta                          —                        —    
                                   ,                                                       
     

 So as to not be held back in isolation, Meta called on rival social media apps YouTube and 
TikTok to adopt the ―new standard.‖ 

   -           छ                  , Meta                              YouTube औ  
TikTok    ―       ‖                          

 Meta stated that around 30% of its settlement, or $5.3 billion, would be released only after 
rival apps YouTube and TikTok implement similar controls and pay a stipulated amount of 
money. 

Meta                               30%     ,        5.3         ,                      

              YouTube औ  TikTok इ                           औ                          

     
 To sweeten the deal, Meta said that if industry peers signed the agreement, it would further 

reduce the daily limit to one hour per app and expand night mode limits. 

                                  Meta                                    इ         
                 ,           ऐप                                     औ                     
                 

 In other words, this increases the incentive for U.S. regulators to also bring Meta‘s rivals in 
line with the new policies. 

             , इ                           Meta                                              
                       

 Separately, the social media giant said it supported laws requiring app stores to verify users‘ 
age and obtain parental approval before teens can download an app. 

      , इ                                                            ,                   
                           प            औ                                           
                                  

 This shifts the responsibility of age verification to companies such as Apple and Google. 

इ            प               Apple औ  Google                            

How can parents elsewhere make Facebook, Instagram less addictive? 

          प          Facebook औ  Instagram                                ? 

 Even without Meta‘s new controls, parents and educators can work with children to fight 
social media addiction. 
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Meta                         ,         औ                                              
                         

 Most smartphones come with built-in parental controls that allow adults to set time limits for 
individual apps, as well as curtail overall device use. 

                                                       ,                -               

   -                         -                                                         
 Furthermore, many of Meta‘s existing safety controls — such as Teen Accounts on Instagram 

— can be used by children across borders who enter their ages correctly. 

इ         , Meta                           —      Instagram    Teen Accounts —         
                                         ,                              

 For more advanced settings, adults can research and download parental control apps that 
allow them to set up different usage limits for multiple children and monitor their activity 
remotely. 

                        ,                           ऐ                                   
                  ,                           -                               औ       
                                                         

 Some apps allow parents to remotely lock devices and apps during sleeping hours and/or 
school hours. 

  छ                             औ /                      औ                         

                        
 Meanwhile, teachers can communicate with their students via email, or send alerts through 

non-addictive digital forums during daytime hours. 

इ     ,                                                                            -
                                                      

 Students should be strongly discouraged from conducting school assignments or group 
projects via social media apps. 

                                                             प                            

                           
 Enabling parental controls for teen social media users is a constantly evolving challenge. 

                                                                                      

              
 After all, these young internet and AI-native users are often more tech-savvy than the very 

adults trying to restrict their time online. 

  ख    ,                 औ  AI-       प                                                 

             ,             इ                                       
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31A8. Nepal disaster a grim reminder to rethink preparedness 

  प       प    प  -       प  प                                

 The dire human and economic cost of the catastrophic flash floods in Nepal on August 26, 
serves as a stark reminder to countries of the urgent need to strengthen their disaster 
resilience and preparedness. 

26                                                          औ                     
      प  -             औ                                                            
    

 Nepal, which bore the brunt of the latest glacial collapse, was already identified as being 
increasingly vulnerable to Glacial Lake Outburst Floods (GLOFs). 

                                                                                        
                (GLOFs)                                                                      
    

 As per the UN Development Program, the country had experienced 26 GLOF events since 

the 1970s. 

                         (UNDP)          ,        1970                 GLOF    26        
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 Data show that the world has lost over 9,500 gigatonnes of its glacier mass since 1975 (Chart 
1). 

                        1975                       9,500                                
ख          (     1)  

 Several mountain ranges in the Himalayan region such as Central Himalaya (which includes 
Nepal and India‘s Uttarakhand) have recorded over 20% decline in glacier area in three 
decades (Chart 2). 

                          ख    ,                 (            औ              ख           ), 
                              20%                             (     2)  

 With natural disasters becoming frequent (Chart 3), it is imperative for governments to assess 
and be better prepared for disasters. 

         प                   (     3)      ख      ,                                   
औ                                               

 Just this month, Indonesia witnessed a 7.7 magnitude earthquake, China battled typhoons, 
and several European countries combated wildfires. 

इ        ,               7.7              प    ,                             औ                  
                         

 Massive death tolls aside, they displace millions of people (Chart 4). 

                                        ,             ख                प          (     4)  
 Further, the economic cost of damages spans several billions (Chart 5). 

इ           , इ                                                          (     5)  
 Nepal‘s Finance Minister told Reuters that the country would require about $4 billion to $5 

billion to rebuild, nearly a tenth of their economy. 

                     Reuters                                           4    5             
            ,                                                   

 Climate change impacts countries disproportionately. 

       प                                                   
 An assessment of vulnerability (exposure, sensitivity, and ability to adapt) and readiness 

(ability to leverage investments to adaptation actions) of countries show that several low and 
lower-middle income countries remain highly vulnerable and less ready to deal with such 
disasters (Table 1). 

                    (   ख                  ,             औ                 )       प    
(                                                            )                           

        औ      -                                           औ                       
                            (       1)  
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31A8.Quiz 

1. Jawaharlal Nehru and Vijayalakshmi Pandit 

 Jawaharlal Nehru became the first Prime 
Minister of independent India on 15 August 1947 and 
remained in office until his death on 27 May 1964. 

 His sister, Vijayalakshmi Pandit, was a 

distinguished diplomat, politician and freedom fighter. 

 On 15 September 1953, she was elected 
President of the eighth session of the United Nations 
General Assembly. 

 She thereby became the first woman and the 

first Indian woman to hold this prestigious international 
position. 

 She also served as India‘s ambassador to the 
Soviet Union, the United States, Mexico, Ireland and 

Spain.  

2. Charles and Mary Lamb‘s Tales from Shakespeare 

 Charles Lamb and Mary Lamb were English siblings who jointly wrote Tales from 
Shakespeare, first published in 1807. 

 The book converted the plots of 20 plays by William Shakespeare into prose narratives 

accessible to young readers. 

 Mary Lamb primarily adapted the comedies, while Charles Lamb generally retold the 
tragedies. 

 The collection included adaptations of Hamlet, Macbeth, Romeo and Juliet, The Tempest and 
The Merchant of Venice. 

 Although Mary made a decisive contribution, her name did not appear on the title page until 
1838, reflecting contemporary gender prejudices. 

3. Cleopatra VII 

 The famous sister was Cleopatra VII, the last active ruler of Egypt‘s Ptolemaic dynasty. 

 Following the death of her father, Ptolemy XII, she became joint ruler with her younger 
brother Ptolemy XIII in 51 BCE. 

 After Ptolemy XIII died during the Alexandrian War in 47 BCE, Cleopatra ruled jointly with 
another brother, Ptolemy XIV. 

 The Ptolemaic royal family followed the practice of marriage between siblings to preserve 
dynastic legitimacy. 

 Cleopatra later allied herself with Julius Caesar and Mark Antony and remained queen until 

her death in 30 BCE, after which Egypt came under Roman control. 

4. Shanta, Wife of Rishyasringa 

 In later Ramayana traditions, Shanta is regarded as the elder sister of Rama and the 
daughter of King Dasharatha. 

 Some traditions describe her as the daughter of Dasharatha and Kausalya, who was 
adopted by King Romapada of Anga. 

 She was subsequently married to the sage Rishyasringa, who was associated with the 

restoration of rainfall and prosperity in Anga. 

 Rishyasringa later conducted Dasharatha‘s Putrakameshti sacrifice, which preceded the 

birth of Rama and his brothers. 

 However, Shanta‘s identification as Rama‘s sister is especially prominent in later regional 

traditions rather than uniformly developed in every version of the Ramayana. 
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5. Marat Safin and Dinara Safina 

 Russian tennis players Marat Safin and Dinara Safina remain the only brother-sister 
combination to have attained the world No. 1 singles ranking. 

 Marat became ATP world No. 1 in November 2000 and won the 2000 US Open and 2005 
Australian Open men‘s singles titles. 

 Dinara became WTA world No. 1 on 20 April 2009 and held the position for 26 non-

consecutive weeks. 

 Although Dinara never won a Grand Slam singles title, she won the 2007 US Open women‘s 
doubles title with Nathalie Dechy. 

 Thus, both won Major titles, but in different categories. 

6. Geeta and Sanjay Chopra 

 Geeta Chopra and Sanjay Chopra were siblings who were kidnapped and murdered in New 
Delhi on 26 August 1978. 

 They resisted their abductors, Kuljeet Singh alias Ranga and Jasbir Singh alias Billa, 

displaying exceptional courage. 

 The Geeta Chopra Award and Sanjay Chopra Award were subsequently instituted in their 
memory for acts of bravery by children. 

 These awards formed part of the bravery awards administered by the Indian Council for 
Child Welfare, rather than being independent awards directly instituted by the Government of 

India. 

 The siblings were also posthumously honoured with the Kirti Chakra for their courage. 

7. Apollo and Artemis 

 In Greek mythology, Apollo and Artemis were divine twins born to Zeus and the Titan 
goddess Leto. 

 According to a prominent tradition, the twins were born on the island of Delos after Hera 

prevented Leto from finding a secure place for childbirth. 

 Apollo was associated with prophecy, music, healing, archery and light. His principal oracle 
was located at Delphi. 

 Artemis was the goddess of hunting, wilderness, wild animals and childbirth and was 
frequently represented carrying a bow. 

 Despite their different functions, both deities were renowned archers and occupied important 
positions among the twelve Olympian gods.  

Visual: Billie Eilish and Finneas O‘Connell 

 Billie Eilish and Finneas O‘Connell are American siblings and creative collaborators known 

for writing, producing and performing award-winning music. 

 They jointly won the Academy Award for Best Original Song in 2022 for No Time to Die, 
composed for the James Bond film of the same name. 

 They won the Oscar again in 2024 for What Was I Made For? from the film Barbie. 

 The latter composition also received major honours, including Grammy Awards for Song of 
the Year and Best Song Written for Visual Media. 

 Finneas is Billie‘s principal producer and co-writer and also maintains an independent musical 

career. 
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31A8. Noted commentator Mary Carillo 
inducted into the Hall of Fame 

                                           
               

 Noted tennis commentator, analyst, and former 
player Mary Carillo was inducted into the International 
Tennis Hall of Fame in the Contributor Category on 

Saturday. 

                   ,         औ        ख                    
          International Tennis Hall of Fame    
Contributor Category                    

 Carillo, introduced by Billie Jean King at the 
ceremony, won the mixed doubles title along with John 

McEnroe at the French Open in 1977 during a three-year 
career. 

                                                                                      1977    
French Open                                  (mixed doubles)     ख             

 

31A8. Emotional Federer breaks down 
during Hall of Fame speech 

                                           

        प   

 During his nearly 30-minute Hall of Fame 
speech, Roger Federer choked up a few times. 

          30                                    

                               
 It began to get tough for him halfway 

through, when he talked about his childhood hero, 
Stefan Edberg, but he called it ―happy tears.‖ 

                                         ,           
                                               , 
             इ   ―            ‖      

 Then he was brought to tears again when he 
spoke about his longtime coach Severin Luthi. 

इ                                                     
                                     प    

 
 


